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REPORT ON PATAULA CREEK JUNCTION, OCLA7
by

ADHR..Kelly, David Chase, and Frank Schnell, Jr.

The site is located on the north bank of Pataula Creek about
200 yards north of its junction with the Chattahoochee river, Pataula
Creek is the nexus of numerous archeological areas well up stream, the
most important of which comprises the multiple mound site of the Singer
Mounds now known from analysis of surface collections to belong to a
focus closely allocated to the Rood Plantation mounds.

A broad terrace paralleling the creek, broken transversely by

river erosion exhibits most of the surface materials and evidences
of habitation, The site was first surveyed by David W, Chase in
August of 1959 in a rapid reconnaissance of sites in Clay county given
high priority in the initial survey appraisal of Harold Huscher of

the Smithsonian Institution. Chase reported as follows on this occasion:
A thorough investigation involving surface examination mainly showed
the site to be a multiple component containing features (pit tests) with

occupational evidence of Weeden Island (late, numerous Wakulla sherds)
Rood's Focus, and a late Ocmulgee Fields or historic occupation. The
latter was particularly strong in some areas where much brushed pot-
tery was found. Occasional fragments of bottle glass, china, some iron
occurred in these areas. Another level is suspected in view of the
large number of corded sherds recovered. One sherd of steatite was
found along with numerous weathered chips indicating possible pre-pot-
tery. The site proper is roughly 300 yards long and occupies a second
river terrace. It is characterized by light to dark brown rather loose
sand which runs to an undetermined depth. The writer feels that this
site is an important one in view of the cultural variety represented as
well as its relative size.” Later, on further test pitting by Chase and
Frank Schnell, the site was perceived to be significant as a component
of a relatively "'pure” late Weeden Island, transitional into the Wakulla
Focus of the type exemplified at Huscher's HO28 on the Alabama side.

In the 1960 season preoccupation with 9 Cla 1, Mandeville, pre-
vented anything more than additional testpits at 9 Cla 7, but in the
spring a volunteer group of 30 workers under the supervision of A. R,
Kelly and Frank Schnell returned to the site and adequately surveyed
the site in numerous 10 x 10 foot strat cuts., Some of these on higher
terrace terrain hardly extended through more than plowed ground as the
ground here had been truncated by plowing so that red clay sterile zone
was struck at a depth of 1 foot. It became evident that extensive plow-
ing had truncated the high hummocky areas with filling into the low-lying
swales of the rolling topegraphy. In these shallow cuts no good archeo-
logical context could be found as collections represented redistribution
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