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9MG73: THE SWORDS BRIDGE SITE
by
Richard Moss
ABSTRACT
The Swords Bridge site, 9IMG73, is an archaeological site with primarily Archaic and

Late Mississippian Lamar period components located in Morgan County, Georgia, now mostly
submerged under Lake Oconee. The University of Georgia conducted excavations at the site
prior to the construction of the Wallace Dam in the 1970s. This report presents the findings at
9MG73 including the results of a systematic surface collection, test unit excavations, and
mechanical stripping and feature mapping. The original 1977 artifact data were visualized by
density distribution mapping in an effort to better understand the nature of the Late Mississippian
settlement at 9MG73. Lamar ceramics on the surface covered an area greater than 250 meters
across. However, the results of this study revealed distinct concentrations in the distributions of
certain phase diagnostic Lamar period ceramics from the surface collection. This may indicate
the apparent size of the site was the result of temporally distinct yet spatially overlapping
occupations. The mechanical stripping operation revealed hundreds of post molds and other
features, but no obvious structures have been identified that would aid in better defining the

function of the site.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First I must thank all the original crew; this is their work after all. Dean Wood and Kay
Wood led the 1977 excavations at 9IMG73. The student field crew included: Laurie Berger, Dan
Elliott, Bill Moon, Lisa Osteen, Stan Vansant, Karen Walker, Jeanne Ward, Tom Wilbanks, Eli
Wilcox, Ted Wimpey, and Gisela Weis, among other volunteers.

I would also like to thank everyone who directly helped me with producing this report,
beginning with the professors in my graduate committee: Dr. Mark Williams, Dr. David Hally
and Dr. Ervan Garrison. | am extremely grateful for the early help of fellow UGA anthropology
student Hannah Clarke, who so graciously volunteered to enter hundreds of rows of artifact data
in Excel tables. 1 would like to thank my fellow graduate students in the MS program, Gretchen
Eggiman, Randy Heath, Chris Webster, and Dylan Woodliff, for being a great group of people to
work with. | would also like to thank Jared Wood, PhD candidates John Turck and Ben Steere,
student workers at the GASF and UGA laboratory of archaeology, and my wife Jenny Moss, for

putting up with me and for all their help, encouragement and support.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABSTRACT ettt ettt e bt et e bt et e be e b e b e an e e nne e I
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...ttt ii
LIST OF TABLES ...ttt v
LIST OF FIGURES ...ttt nnee s vi
CHAPTERS
I INTRODUCGTION ...ttt sttt sse e sb e e sib e et e e nneenneeannas 1
1. BACKGROUND ... .ottt ettt b et nneenneesneas )
ENVIronmental SEttING .........oooiiiiiiiiece e 5
CUTUIAl SEEEING.....eviieeeciieeee et sttt esree e 7
History of Field INVESHIGAtiONS .........cccoiiiirieieiesiesese e 12
Labwork and ANAIYSIS.........ccoiiiiiiieieiee e 21
I11. SURFACE COLLECTION PROJECT ..ottt 23
BaCKGIOUNG ... s 23
ArtIfact DIStHDULION ... 28
CeramicC DIStITDULION .........ooiiiiiiic s 30
LithiC DIStIDULION ... 46
IV. TEST UNIT EXCAVATIONS ... .ot 53
AtIfact DIStHDULION ... 57
TESE PIt FRAIUIES ... s 68
V. MECHANICAL STRIPPING AND FEATURE MAPPING ........cccciiiiieiieeiee 92
FEAtUre DESCIIPLIONS ... .ei it eiie ettt a e 95



POSTNOIES. ...ttt ettt 107

Feature Distribution and Maps ........covoiiriiiiiieeee s 109

VI. MISCELLANEOUS PROVENIENCES..........ooieie e 120
Provenience 4: Steatite QUAITY ........cooeiieierierierie st 120
Proveniences 5 and 12: General Surface Collection ............c.cccovvveviiiincnnnn, 123
Provenience 6: 8X6 Meter TIeNCh .........cocoviiiiiiiiiiiceeeee 123
Proveniences 3, 7 through 11, 13 and 14: Mapping Unit Artifacts.................... 125

VI CONCLUSIONS ...ttt bbb nree s 128
REFERENGCES ... .ottt sttt ae e 132
APPENDICES ... oottt et nn s 134
Appendix A: EIevation POINTS ..o 134
Appendix B: Provenience 1 Units Coordinates and Collection Status................ 137
Appendix C: Provenience 1 Ceramics: Body Sherds .........ccccocovevviiiievieiiiecninns 148
Appendix D: Provenience 1 Ceramics: Rim Sherds..........cccccoovveviiiiiiivciiecnnn 164
Appendix E: Provenience 1 LithiC COoUNtS...........ccceeiiiiiieiii e 180
Appendix F: Provenience 2 CeramiC COUNES.........c.cccvevieeiieiiieeiie e see e 196
Appendix G: Provenience 2 LithiC COUNES..........ccovveiiiiiiiiic e 200
Appendix H: Postholes in Mapping Units 1-8..........ccccovieviiiiieiicce e 204



Table 1:

Table 2:

Table 3:

Table 4:

Table 5:

Table 6:

Table 7:

Table 8:

Table 9:

LIST OF TABLES

Dates of surface COHECTION.........ccooiiiiiiiccc e 24
TESE PIT SUMIMAIY ...t bbb 55
Summary of features found IN teSt PItS.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiccee e 68
Mapping unit provenience definitionS...........cccoeiiiiiiiiiieeieee e 93
Provenience 3 (Mapping Unit 1) artifacts ............ccoovviviiiiiieienncccseeeeen 99
Summary of Features Found in Mapping UNitS ..........cooeviiininenninicieens 105
Provenience 4 Artifacts, LOtS 2 through 6........cccovveiiiiiiiieeee e 121
Artifacts collected from the floors of Mapping Unit trenches............cccccovenee. 126
Known coordinates of lithic tools within the Mapping Units..............cccccevneee. 127

Vi



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: Location of 9IMG73 on USGS topographiC Map. ......ccccevereeiienenieniene e 5
Figure 2: Late Mississippian Phase sequence for the Piedmont OCONEe...........cccovvverencrenennenn. 11
Figure 3: Photograph of 9MG73's namesake, SWords Bridge...........cccoceveriiiniinicienencscce 13
Figure 4: Map of proposed road relocation from Dean Wood’s 1975 report ..........ccccevervreennne 14
Figure 5: Excavations conducted at IMGT3........oceeiieiiiie e 17
Figure 6: Approximate Location of 9MG73 shown on a modern aerial photograph. .................. 19
Figure 7: Photograph of part of IMG73 after eXCaVatioNS. ...........cceoeririniiisieieeee e 20
Figure 8: 9MG73 today (NovEMDBEr 2009) ......ccuiiiiiieiieie et 20
Figure 9: Grid locations of surface COHECtioN UNILS. .........coiieriiieiieiiie e 24
Figure 10: Elevation contour map of surface COllection area. ............ccoceverireniiieiencsc e 26
Figure 11: Summary of artifacts collected by surface Unit...........ccccooveiiiiinienin e 29
Figure 12: Density map of total prehistoric surface Ceramics. .........cccoeveririeniiiieieiese e 32
Figure 13: Surface distribution of total plain grit tempered sherds ...........ccccoovvevieiiicviciii e, 33
Figure 14: Surface distribution of total complicated stamped sherds............ccccoveiiieiiiiiicinee, 34
Figure 15: Surface distribution of total of Bold, Medium, and Fine incised sherds..................... 35
Figure 16: Surface distribution of fine incised sherds. ... 36
Figure 17: Surface Distribution of medium incised Sherds. .........ccccoveviieiiiiii i 37
Figure 18: Surface Distribution of bold incised Sherds. ..........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiie e 38
Figure 19: Surface distribution of Cross-Hatched (Morgan) Incised sherds...........cccccoevivveinnnne 39
Figure 20: Surface distribution of (Lamar) Cane Punctated rim sherds. ............cccccoeeeviiiiiennenn 40
Figure 21: Surface distribution of (Lamar) (Folded) Pinched Rim sherds............cccccoovviiiinnnann 41
Figure 22: Comparison of Lamar Folded Pinched Rim distribution with Cane Punctated Rims. 42

vii



Figure 23:
Figure 24:
Figure 25:
Figure 26:
Figure 27:
Figure 28:
Figure 29:
Figure 30:
Figure 31:
Figure 32:
Figure 33:
Figure 34:
Figure 35:
Figure 36:
Figure 37:
Figure 38:
Figure 39:
Figure 40:
Figure 41:
Figure 42:
Figure 43:
Figure 44:

Figure 45:

Surface distribution of miscellaneous late prehistoric ceramic objects ...................... 43
Surface distribution of miscellaneous woodland period ceramics............ccoecevverueenee. 44
Surface distribution of miscellaneous historic glass and ceramics. ..........ccccceeeerueenee. 45
Surface distribution of quartz artifacts............ccocvveiiiieiei e 48
Surface distribution of light chert (Coastal Plain) artifacts. ...........cccoovevvvieiceninnnenn. 49
Surface distribution of dark chert (Ridge and Valley) artifacts. ...........cccooevviinrnnnne. 50
Surface distribution of lithic tools, all materials. ...........cocovviiiiiiiii e, 51
Original Steatite deNSITY MAP .....ccviiiieieiee e 52
Method of UNIt SUDTIVISION. .......cooiiiiiiiiiiciiee s 54
Definition of test pit SAMPIING Strata. .........ccccovieiiiiiiiie e 55
Total Ceramic Density based on Provenience 2 data...........ccoocvevevieienieniennenee s 60
Bold Incised Sherds from teSt PItS .........ooiiiiiiieie s 61
Medium Incised sherds from teSt PItS.........ccooviieieiiieneieres s 62
Fine Incised sherds from teSt PItS.......c.coiiiiiiiiiiii e 63
Cross-hatched (Morgan Incised) sherds from test PitS.........cccceeveeiieiiieiie e, 64
Folded pinched rim sherds from test PitS. .......ccccvveiiiiii i 65
Cane punctated rim sherds from teSt PItS ........ccovvviiiiiiiii i 66
Miscellaneous Lamar ceramics found in teSt PitS .......ccovvveiiieviiiiienie e 67
TeSt UNILS WIth FEALUIES.........eiiieiiiei e 70
Plan View of Features 1 and 2 in Test Pit 1, excavated in 1975.........c.cccoevinirennnn 77
Profile views of Features 1 and 2. ..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiicenese e 78
Plan view of Features 3 and 4 in the northwestern portion of Test Pit 2. .................. 79
Profile views of FEatures 3 and 4. ..o 79

viii



Figure 46:
Figure 47:
Figure 48:
Figure 49:
Figure 50:
Figure 51:
Figure 52:
Figure 53:
Figure 54:
Figure 55:
Figure 56:
Figure 57:
Figure 58:
Figure 59:
Figure 60:
Figure 61:
Figure 62:
Figure 63:
Figure 64:
Figure 65:
Figure 66:
Figure 67:

Figure 68:

Plan view of Features 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Test Pit 166-11...........ccccevvriiiiiiienincneneninn 80
Plan view of Features 9 and 10 in TeSt Pit 117-7......cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 81
Plan view of Features 11 and 12 in Test Pit 185-5.......cccccciiiiiiiiieeee 82
Plan view of Features 13 and 14 in Test Pit 149-10.........cccccoviiiriininiiienesene e 83
Plan view of Features 15 and 16 in Test Pit 100-14.........cccccooviiiiiiiniiiencec e 84
Plan view of Feature 17 located in Test Pit 15-8. ..o 85
Plan view of Feature 18 in TeSt Pit 46-11. ........ccccoiiiiiiiiii e 86
Plan view of Feature 19 in TesSt Pit 337-16. ......cccceieieieiiieiereeeeeeee e 87
Plan view of Feature 20 in TeSt Pit 419-24. .........ccooiiiiiiiiieeeee e 88
Plan view of Features 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26 in Test Unit 323-7..........cccccevrennnne 89
Plan view of Features 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31 in Test pit 345-6........cccccevereriicrennnn 90
Plan view of Feature 36 in TeSt Pit 271-16. ........cccooeiiiiiiiisesieeeieeeee e 91
The location of the 8 Mapping UNItS.........ccooviiiiiiiiiieieese e 94
Aerial photograph of drag pan StriPS. ......cccveveiiiiiie e 95
Comparison of Test Pits and Mechanical SCrapping.........cccovvveveeiieiiieiie e, 96
Plan drawing of FEatUIe 32. .......ocoii it 97
Profile drawing Of FEALUIE 32..........ccoiiiiiiiei et 97
Plan view drawing Of FEAture 39..........cocvviiiiiiiiiiecie e 101
Profile drawing Of FEAtUrE 39........ccoiiiiiiie e 101
Histogram of estimated posthole diameters ..........ccccooeeiieie i 108
Surface ceramic density in and around mapping units 3 through 6 ..............c........... 111
Features and Postholes in Mapping Unit L.........cccccov e 112
Features and Postholes in Mapping Unit 2. 113



Figure 69:
Figure 70:
Figure 71:
Figure 72:
Figure 73:
Figure 74:
Figure 75:

Figure 76:

Features and Postholes in Mapping Unit 3.........cccooiiiiiiiniiee e 114
Features and Postholes in Mapping UnNit 4.........cccooooieiiiniinieseseee e 115
Features and Postholes in Mapping Unit 5.........cccoooiiiiiiiniieeseee e 116
Features and Postholes in Mapping UNit B..........cccooviieiiiniinie e 117
Features and Postholes in Mapping Unit 7..........cccooeieiininininineeeee s 118
Features and Postholes in Mapping Unit 8...........cccceviiiiiiiniiiieceecee e 119
Photograph of a test pit at the steatite QULCIOP. .....coovvvveriiiiiiee e 122
8x4 meter trench extension of Test Pits 465-10 and 446-19..........ccccccevvvveiiieiennnnns 124



CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

Swords Bridge, 9MG73, is a multi-component archaeological site located in Morgan
County Georgia, now mostly submerged under Lake Oconee. The University of Georgia (UGA)
conducted archaeological investigations at the site in the mid 1970s before the construction of
the Wallace Dam. In the summer of 1977, extensive work was undertaken including systematic
surface collection and major excavations as part of a University of Georgia field school. After
fieldwork, all the artifacts were analyzed and catalogued, but a site report for the 1977
investigations was not written at that time. The data from the Swords Bridge site, having been
neglected for decades, now provide an opportunity for further study.

The site was on top of a small terrace above the floodplain of the Apalachee River near
the small community of Swords (Figure 1, Chapter 2). The artifacts found indicated major
Archaic and Late Mississippian components, as well as small Woodland and Historic period
components. Background information on the environment and cultural chronology of the region,
as well as a historical overview of the fieldwork conducted at 9IMG73, is presented in Chapter 2.

The primary purpose of this document is to present the data that was gathered from
9MG73 prior to its inundation. The organization follows the course of the 1977 excavation
projects. Chapter 3 covers the systematic surface collection, and presents artifact density maps
based on the data. Test pit excavations, the placement of which was determined by stratified
random sampling, are covered in Chapter 4. Test Pit artifact distributions are briefly compared
to the surface collection data, and features discovered in the test pits are described. In Chapter 5,
the mechanical stripping operation and the features and posts discovered within the trenches are

presented. Chapter 6 covers other miscellaneous projects, such as test pit excavations at a
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neighboring steatite outcrop. Finally, Chapter 7 concludes this report with basic discussion of
the data.

The current motivation for revisiting the Swords Bridge site is that 9IMG73 provides
useful data for the ongoing study of Late Mississippian settlement pattern within the region. In
interpreting the data from 9MG73 in this report, an effort was made to understand its role in the
broader settlement system of the prehistoric Oconee Valley. Mississippian settlement patterns
have been a topic of interest for the three decades since 9MG73 was excavated. Bruce Smith
(1978) proposed an ecological model that accounts for commonalities in Mississippian
settlement pattern. Smith was also among the first to discuss variations, such a dispersed versus
nucleated settlement patterns, and how social factors may be involved. In the early 1980s it
became clear that the Oconee Valley in Late Mississippian times was an organized polity (Smith
and Kowalewski 1981) and that in addition to the mound centers there were thousands of small
sites representing a dispersed settlement pattern of rural farmsteads. This led to consideration of
the development of this settlement pattern with respect to intra and inter-regional political
dynamics of the Oconee Polity (Williams and Shapiro 1996).

What type of site 9IMG73 represents in this settlement system is not immediately clear.
In considering 9MG73’s dimensions, the initial impression was that it might be too large a site to
have been one of the numerous single household farmsteads in the region. If it represents a
‘local center’ for the surrounding dispersed households, one may expect to find feature patterns
and structures comparable to sites like Bullard Bottom (Williams 2005), which had a large 15-
meter diameter council house. However, no such structures were found.

Alternatively, 9MG73s apparent size may be due to physically overlapping but

temporally isolated occupations with a footprint smaller than that of the site overall. The



ceramic phases for the Late Mississippian in the Oconee Valley are well-established (Williams
and Shapiro 1990) and relatively short, making it possible to differentiate between overlapping
settlements on the basis of temporally diagnostic artifacts. An effort was made in this report to
identify separate spatial clusters of these types within the ceramic distribution at 9IMG73, with
some success. Mapping of Duvall phase ceramic sherds found on the surface revealed them to
be concentrated within distinct areas of the overall ceramic distribution (Chapter 3).

These current research goals have diverged from those of the original researchers.
Understanding their original motivations is necessary, however, as the original goals clearly
impacted the direction of the fieldwork. The 1977 fieldwork at 9MG73 was designed to be, in
part, a scientific examination of archaeological method (Wood 1977). Intensive systematic
surface collections and stratified random sampling were the main techniques employed at the
site. The intent was to compare the artifact distributions revealed by each, presumably to
determine the relationship between surface and subsurface remains at the site. Additionally, four
large areas were mechanically scraped to look for subsurface features; their placement
determined in large part by the artifact distribution.

An overt concern with sampling of archaeological sites was one of the hallmarks of the
New Archaeology of the 1960’s and 1970’s. A similar combination of methods (systematic
surface collection, hand excavations, and scraping by heavy machinery) was utilized by Binford
in 1963 at Hatchery West (Binford et. al. 1970). Systematic surface collection was determined a
useful method for deciding where to excavate during fieldwork conducted at prehistoric sites in
southeastern Turkey in 1968 (Redman et. al. 1970). These and other developments in method

known to the wider archaeological community may have in part inspired the work at IMG73.



Methodological inspiration for 9IMG73 may have also come from within UGA’s own
Wallace Reservoir project. Two years before the fieldwork at Swords Bridge, Anne Rogers had
conducted systematic surface collections at 9PM113 (DePratter 1976). Her aim was to compare
the efficacy of different sampling techniques in finding concentrations of particular types of
artifacts and to examine the impacts of plowing and other disturbances on artifact distribution.
The project at 9PM113 suffered the same fate as that at IMG73. A report was never written.

These methodological considerations, while important in the early design of the
fieldwork at 9MG73, have remained unaddressed in this report. A vast amount has been
published both before and since excavations at 9MG73 covering such subjects in greater detail
(e.g.: Binford et. al 1970, Redman and Watson 1970, Roper 1976, Ammerman and Feldman
1978, Redman 1987, among many others). While this report was not made into a rigorous
methodological investigation, some casual observations on the relative efficacy of methods
employed at 9MG73 were included. For instance, the test pit data alone was clearly insufficient
for characterizing the feature distribution at the site when compared to the mechanical stripping
operation, as noted in Chapters 4 and 5.

Ultimately, the aim of this report was to present a lasting record of the data from 9MG73.
Coming more than three decades after fieldwork and written by one who knows the site only
through the data housed at the University of Georgia Laboratory of Archaeology, undoubtedly
this report is not as it would have been had it been written by the original researchers
immediately following fieldwork. However, every effort has been made to reproduce,
completely and accurately, all the original information available in a manner useful for future

researchers.



CHAPTER II

BACKGROUND

Environmental Setting
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Figure 1: Location of 9MG73 (red star, center of map) on USGS topographic map: Buckhead Quad 7.5 series, 1985
(north is up).

The Swords Bridge site is located on a flat sandy terrace landform approximately 100
meters from the Apalachee River’s original channel (Figure 1). Itis 2.15 kilometers upstream

from the junction of the Apalachee and the Oconee rivers situated between two small drainages




(DePratter 1976). Soils in the region generally consist of sandy loams overlaying red clay.
Intense agricultural use of the land during the historic period caused severe soil erosion.

This area is within the Piedmont, a physiographic province characterized by rolling hills
that separates the Coastal Plain from the Blue Ridge and Ridge and Valley Provinces of northern
Georgia. The Piedmont has a complex geological history dating back billions of years (Hatcher
1978). The Piedmont provides several mineralogical resources utilized by prehistoric peoples,
including quartzite for flaked stone tool making, steatite (also known as soapstone) utilized for
vessels and heating stones, as well as clay minerals utilized in pottery making. Both quartzite
and steatite occur naturally on the ridge on which 9MG73 is located, and thus were readily
available to prehistoric people. Chert or flint (forms of crypto-crystalline quartz) is very rare in
the Piedmont, and when it occurs on archaeological sites it is generally because it has been
brought from the Coastal Plain province or Ridge and Valley province, the two types
differentiated by their colors.

In the artifact descriptions from 9MG73, lithic material names were not very
sophisticated. The local blocky angular quartzite is simply called “quartz,” and Coastal Plain
and Ridge and Valley Chert are called “Light Chert” and “Dark Chert,” respectively. Material in
the collection called “Rhyolite” is more likely misidentified diabase, a metavolcanic rock found
in the eastern Georgia Piedmont and occasionally used in prehistoric tool making.

The native vegetation of the region is a mixed deciduous forest, with predominantly oaks,
hickories, and pine. Accounts of the 18" century naturalist William Bartram indicate the
presence of intermittent open fields due to Indian activities (Sheldon 1983). Hickory nuts and
acorns were one potential food resource, as were a host of other wild plants. The narrow

floodplains and levies of the nearby river would have provided fertile ground for agriculture,



which at various periods in prehistory could have included plants ranging from native cultigens
like squash, goosefoot, or sunflower, to crops introduced in later periods such as maize and
beans. Shoals along the river would have also been resource rich areas, especially for animal life
such as turtles and fish. Freshwater shellfish were also exploited (Rudolph 1983). Plant and
faunal remains from sites in the Oconee Valley show that a wide range of locally available wild

plants and animals were utilized during prehistoric times.

Cultural Setting

A considerable amount is known about the archaeology of the Oconee Valley region
(Williams and Shapiro 1996). Thousands of sites are known in the area, many discovered during
UGA’s Wallace Reservoir Surveys in the 1970’s (Depratter 1976, Fish and Hally 1983). 9MG73
has Archaic, Woodland, and Mississippian components. A very brief summary of these
prehistoric periods is presented below. Additional detail is provided for the Late Mississippian,
in which ceramic variations by Phase are important in interpreting the results of surface

collections at 9MG73 (Chapter 3).

Archaic Period

The Archaic refers to the period from approximately 8000 to 1000 BC in the archaeology
of the Eastern Woodlands. Its beginning is marked by the disappearance of the large lanceolate
projectile points of the Paleo-Indian period, which were replaced by smaller stemmed and corner
notched points (Coe 1964). Mobile band level societies practicing hunting and gathering
subsistence strategies were the norm during the early part of the Archaic period. Sedentism
increased and the beginnings of plant domestication likely occurred by the end of the Archaic

period.



The Middle Archaic (6000-3000 BC) occurred during a warming trend known as the
Mid-Holocene Maximal or Hypsithermal. During this period there was an increased use of local
lithic materials for tool making and the appearance of heavier tools such as ground stone axes,
which suggests mobility decreased. The lack of chert sources in the Piedmont led to increased
use of quartz for flaked stone tools. This led to the term “Old Quartz culture” for Piedmont
Middle Archaic sites, the term having been first defined by Joseph Caldwell in 1951 at the Lake
Springs site near Augusta (Caldwell 1954). In the Middle Archaic the most common stone
projectile point style throughout Georgia and a large portion of the Eastern Woodlands is termed
Morrow Mountain.

Many changes and developments occurred during the Late Archaic (3000-1000 BC). The
earliest known pottery in North America is found in the Savannah River Valley and dates to the
Late Archaic. Termed Stallings Island after the Stallings Island shell midden site near Augusta
(Sassaman 2006), this pottery is distinctive due to its fiber tempering. Sites with large shell
middens occur along the Savannah River and other river systems in the southeast during this
period. Steatite was carved into cooking slabs and even entire vessels during the Late Archaic.
Goosefoot, squash, and other native cultigens may have been first domesticated during the Late

Archaic, though the bulk of food was still derived from wild plants and game.

Woodland Period

The Woodland period has been traditionally seen as a major departure from of the
Archaic period in prehistoric lifeways. It was initially defined as the archaeological period in the
Eastern Woodlands in which pottery and agriculture were established, though it is now known

these developments date earlier to the Late Archaic.



Fiber tempered pottery disappears around 1000 BC and is replaced by sand-grit tempered
pottery at the beginning of the Woodland period. During the Early Woodland, fabric marking
(i.e. Dunlap), simple stamping (e.g. Deptford) and check stamped (Cartersville, Deptford) were
common surface treatments on pottery. Swift Creek pottery, featuring intricate complicated
stamped designs, was the dominant type during the Middle Woodland period. During the Late
Woodland, the ceramic traditions are more variable across the state of Georgia (Williams 2005).
Within the piedmont portion of the Oconee Valley, Vining pottery (e.g. Vining Simple Stamped)
or B Complex Swift Creek (complicated stamped) were probably the most common types during
the Late Woodland, with some Napier present as well.

During the Woodland period, burial mounds were constructed, and exotic materials were
exchanged during the Middle Woodland over a large area of the Eastern United States as part of
the Hopewell Interaction Sphere. Habitation sites show evidence of permanent structures and
cultivation, including characteristic bell shaped pits for seed and nut storage. Major Woodland
period components exist at some Oconee Valley sites, such as Cold Springs (9GE10) (Fish and
Jeffries 1983). 9MG73 has a small Woodland component evident based on the presence of a

tetrapod and small quantities of linear check stamped pottery (likely Deptford).

Mississippian Period

The Mississippian period began 900-1000 AD, with the introduction of intensive maize
agriculture and chiefdom-level socio-political organization. Pallisaded villages and large mound
centers with flat topped platform mounds occur throughout much of the Southeast during this
period. The Piedmont Oconee Valley has many Mississippian mound centers that rise and fall

during this period, such as Dyar (9GE5), Scull Shoals (9GE4), Shoulderbone (9Hk1), and L.ittle



River (9Mg46) (Williams and Shapiro 1996). The surrounding uplands have hundreds of
farmstead sites along small tributaries, especially during the Late Mississippian period.

The bow and arrow is in widespread use during the Mississippian, so projectile points
tended to be small and triangular. In many places in the Southeast, sand grit tempered pottery is
supplanted by shell tempered pottery during the Mississippian, although in the Oconee Valley
and much of Georgia sand/grit tempering remains dominant throughout the Mississippian and
into the Historic period. Local pottery styles of the Early Mississippian are called Etowah and
consist of characteristic paddle stamped designs, especially diamond and ladder motifs. The
Middle Mississippian pottery style is Savannah, with more curvilinear designs such as concentric

circle motifs (Williams and Thompson 1999, Williams 2005).

Late Mississippian

Most diagnostic ceramic artifacts at 9IMG73 date to the Late Mississippian Lamar period,
which began around 1375 AD. During much of the Lamar Period, the Oconee valley was
organized into a complex or paramount chiefdom. The late Lamar period polity in the Oconee
Valley has been associated with the province of Ocute described by the chroniclers of the
Hernando DeSoto expedition, which passed through this portion of what is now Georgia in 1540
A.D. (Hudson, Smith, & DePratter 1984).

In this period, flaked stone artifacts and projectile points were almost completely absent
in the Oconee Valley region. The cultural phases of this period are defined primarily by ceramic
characteristics from collections made at the Dyar (9GE5) and Scull Shoals (9GE4) sites (Smith

1983, Williams and Shapiro 1990), and these are presented in Figure 2.
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1650-
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1550- Dyar
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Figure 2: Late Mississippian Phase sequence for the Piedmont Oconee (From Williams and Shapiro 1990, pg 34).

The Lamar period begins in the Oconee Valley with the Duvall Phase (Figure 2). A fine-
lined cross-hatched incising style named Morgan Incised is a common surface treatment during
this period. Cane punctuated rims and rim effigy adornos occur. Folded and pinched rims occur,
but they are narrower than in later periods. In the subsequent Iron Horse Phase, 1450 to 1520,
Morgan Incised persists but cane punctuated rims become rarer. Folded pinched rims are of
medium thickness. Other treatments include complicated stamping and bold incising. Morgan
Incised and cane-punctuated rims vanish by the Dyar Phase, 1520-1580. Stamping and bold
incising were common during this time, and folded pinched rims were wider than previous
phases. In the proto-historic Bell Phase, stamping is much more rare, fine incised motifs occur,
and the folded pinched and appliqué rims are the widest of the Lamar period (Williams and

Shapiro 1990).
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History of Field Investigations

Initial Survey and testing

9MG73 was first recorded in the Georgia Archaeological Site File (GASF) in February
1974, by archaeologist Dean Wood. The site had been located by the University of Georgia’s
Department of Anthropology during the 1974-1975 Lauren Shoals Survey of Georgia Power
Company's then proposed Wallace Reservoir basin (Fish and Hally 1983). Chester DePratter
was the field director of the project, and David Hally served as Principal Investigator.

Located on what was formerly the western side of the Apalachee River (Figure 1), the
Swords Bridge site was so named since it lay just to the north and west of the bridge (Figure 3)
where Blue Springs Road crossed the Apalachee River from Greene county into Morgan county
near the small community of Swords. The site’s location in a plowed field allowed for surface
collection of artifacts. 9MG73 was preliminarily classified as a Late Mississippian Lamar period
site with additional probable Archaic components, based on artifacts recovered from the initial
survey. The GASF site form also indicated the site had been heavily collected by amateurs.

Another site, 9IMG94, was found during survey immediately adjacent to 9MG73 (Figure
4 and 5). As it was located on the same terrace as 9IMG73 and was only separated by the road, it
was thought perhaps a part of Swords Bridge site, although it was recorded separately. 9MG94
covered much less area than 9MG73, measuring approximately 75 by 45 meters. Recent
bulldozing had heavily disturbed the site. A small surface collection was made at IMG94
consisting of 44 Lamar ceramics and several quartz, chert, and soapstone artifacts, including
projectile points that indicated an additional Middle Archaic occupation (DePratter 1976). The
notion that it was part of or related to 9MG73 aboriginally persisted as additional work was

conducted at 9MG73.
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Figure 3: 9MG73's namesake, Swords Bridge. Photograph taken during 1975 or 1977 fieldwork at IMG73.

Construction of the Wallace Dam by Georgia Power required the relocation of roads and
rebuilding of bridges within the reservoir area, including the one adjacent to the Sword's Bridge
site (Figure 3 and 4). For this reason, Dean Wood revisited 9MG73 and 9MG94 in October and
November of 1975 as reported in "An Archaeological Survey of Highway Relocation Project No.
27 of Georgia Power Company’s Wallace Reservoir" (Wood 1975). This was a more specific
survey of the right-of-way and borrow-pit areas associated with road and bridge construction.
During this survey, testing at 9MG73 was conducted to assess more precisely its value as an
archaeological resource, and to evaluate the steps necessary to mitigate the damage that would
occur to the site due to the county highway relocation project. A copy of the report and the
original field feature forms are curated at the University of Georgia’s Laboratory of

Archaeology.
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Figure 4:Map of proposed road relocation from Dean Wood’s 1975 report

The bridge project fieldwork commenced in October of 1975. 9MG73 was surface
collected after a heavy rain, and the presence of Lamar, Savannah River, and Morrow Mountain
cultural material was noted, confirming the Archaic and Mississippian components of the site. A
large, dark midden stain on the eastern side of the site was observed. It was near this part of the
site where the greatest number of ceramics and mussel shell fragments were found on the
surface. Also a greater concentration of surface lithic debitage was observed on a slight ridge
running northeast to southwest through the site, west of the dark stain (Wood 1975). Additional
surface collecting was also conducted at 9IMG94.

Two test pits were excavated within 9MG73 to determine if features remained
undisturbed under the plowzone. During the excavation of a 1x2 meter unit, two postholes were

discovered; one was recorded on a feature form dated October 20”‘, 1975, and the other on
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October 23rd. Subsequently, a larger 3x3 meter unit was excavated. In it “Two aboriginal
features best described as shallow pits of an undetermined function” were found and recorded on
November 15" (Wood 1975).

Wood and volunteers first mapped the Swords Bridge site in November of 1975. The site
dimensions were approximately 250 meters north-south and 300 meters east-west. An attempted
use of a proton magnetometer to survey for subsurface features was not successful due to
interference from magnetic minerals in the rock that litters the site (Wood 1975).

The bridge project report concluded by outlining what additional work should be
performed at the two sites. 9IMG94 was likely to be completely destroyed by a planned
construction borrow pit, so further surface collecting and scraping to expose possible subsurface
features was recommended. At 9IMG73 these planned steps also included plowing and surface
collecting the entire site in a systematic fashion and stripping away the plow zone by mechanical
means for the purpose of mapping features. This work was accomplished in the summer of 1977

during a UGA summer field school.

1977 excavations

Paul Fish was principal investigator for the 1977 summer field project at IMG73. Dean
Wood served as field director and Kay Wood was field assistant. The field crew consisted
primarily of summer field school students. The crew for the project, as recorded in the field
notes, included the following people: graduate students Dan Elliott, Lisa Osteen, and Tom
Wilbanks; undergraduates Laurie Berger, Bill Moon, Stan Vansant, Karen Walker, Jeanne Ward,
Eli Wilcox, Ted Wimpey, Gisela Weis; and high school students Jimmy Alexander, Rhonda
Alexander, Star Thrasher, and Kerstin Weis. Additionally, Peter Couleau, Ann Rogers, Chuck

Siegel, Miles Richardson, and Melisa Robinson are all listed as having worked at the site.
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Preliminary work started at the site before the field school began. On May 31st, 1977,
Dean Wood, Kay Wood, and Virginia Butler began setting up the grid for the site, beginning
with an east-west baseline through the site. Magnetic north was selected for grid north and
stakes were placed at 20 meter intervals east-west and north-south across the site. The following
day Mark Williams and Marshall W. "Woody" Williams arrived to conduct a magnetometer
survey. Initial attempts failed due to interference, but on the next day, June 2nd, a 20 by 20
meter area (southwestern corner was located 220N 160E on grid) was surveyed at a one meter
interval, and some sub-surface magnetic anomalies showed up. A map or description of these
anomalies is absent from the Swords Bridge site field notes. As with the previous remote
sensing attempt during 1975, the lack of success was due to interference from magnetic minerals

in the local rock.

Excavations at IMG73

On June 7" 1977, Dean Wood and Kay Wood met with the field-school students in
Athens. Fieldwork with the students at the site was set to begin the next day. The main projects
were planned for the field season, including systematic surface collection, test unit excavation,
and mechanical stripping and feature mapping. A site map (Figure 5) shows the location of these
activities.

The first objective was a systematic surface collection of the entire site. Sword's Bridge
site had clear surface visibility, as it had been a plowed agricultural field for more than a century.
This made it well suited to the planned systematic surface survey and collection, which at the
time was a novel method for Georgia and much of the Southeast. It had been employed only
once before during the Wallace Reservoir project, by Ann Rogers at 9PM113 (DePratter 1976).

However, 9MG73 is likely to have been one of the first sites in the southeastern United States in
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which this archaeological method was utilized on such a scale (Mark Williams, personal
communication). During the course of the summer field season, the exposed surface area of the
site was divided into 482 ten by ten meter units, of which all but 28 were eventually surface

collected. The results of surface collection are presented in the next chapter.
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Figure 5: Excavations conducted at 9IMG73 (scale in meters).
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In addition to the surface collection, 42 two by two meter test units were excavated.
These were excavated as single levels through the plowzone to the subsoil. Their placement
within the grid was determined by the implementation of a stratified random sampling scheme.
27 features were found during test unit excavations. The features themselves were not
excavated, however their locations and dimensions within the units were recorded and mapped.
The excavation data is presented in Chapter 4.

The 1977 summer investigations also included mechanical stripping of portions of the
site, removing the plowzone in order to map subsurface features. Four large trenches, each
approximately 10 meters wide and of varying length, were cut through the site using a tractor
with a drag pan. The trenches were oriented east-west along the site’s grid and placed in
portions of the site that bore the most artifacts during surface collection. The four trenches were
then divided into eight mapping units, and within each the locations of subsurface features,
including hundreds of post molds, were carefully mapped. Some of the features were excavated.
This work is presented in Chapter 5.

The surface collection and test pits constitute Provenience 1 and 2 respectively. Several
other artifact collections were made at and around 9MG73 during summer fieldwork. Some of
these are related to the mechanical stripping and associated features, such as Proveniences 3 and
7 through 11. The artifacts from mapping unit features are discussed in Chapter 5. Other
miscellaneous excavations and collections received the remainder of the Provenience
designations. For example, five test units were excavated at a nearby steatite outcrop. This
effort was led by then graduate student Dan Elliott. The outcrop was located on the opposite side

of the road from the rest of 9MG73 and was recorded as Provenience 4. General surface
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collections were recorded as Proveniences 5 and 12. An 8x4m trench encompassing two earlier
Test Pits was Provenience 6. These miscellaneous proveniences are discussed in Chapter 6.
Fieldwork ceased at the end of the summer of 1977 (Figure 7). After excavations, the site
was damaged by bridge replacement construction work and then mostly inundated in 1979 upon
completion of the Wallace Dam and the creation of Lake Oconee. A public boat ramp facility
and parking lot was built in the area next to the site (Figure 6). Figure 8 shows part of the site as

it appears today.

IMG73 Surface Collection

Figure 6: Approximate Location of 9MG73 shown on a modern aerial photograph.
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Figure 7: Photograph of part of 9IMG73 after excavations. A test unit is visible in the foreground, and a mechanical
striping trench behind it. This late in the season, grass had re-grown on the plowed field.
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Figure 8: 9MG73 today (November 2009). The site was almost entirely inundated by Lake Oconee. This view
faces east and encompasses much of what was the southern portion of the site, bordering Blue Springs Road.
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Labwork and Analysis

After fieldwork, the artifacts were taken back to UGA’s Laboratory of archaeology where
they were catalogued and analyzed. This work was carried out by student laboratory workers
Terry Rudolph, Russell McNair, and George Harman. Analysis began on February 2™ and was
completed April 5, 1978. It was the original artifact catalogue from this analysis, located in the
University Laboratory of Archaeology data files, that was used in this report. The following
describes its creation and limitations.

According to the fieldnotes and lab analysis sheets, the artifacts were washed, pre-sorted,
and weighed before being brought back to UGA. For this report, the weight data was not found
among the artifact catalogue materials. One typewritten page indicated that the weights were
once in the possession of Kay Wood. What has happened to this information since is unknown.

In the laboratory the artifacts received typical treatment. The prehistoric ceramic artifacts
were separated by category and counted. Weights were not recorded, presumably because they
had been earlier in the field. Types were assigned on the basis of surface treatments, temper, and
rim treatment. Little has changed in the last three decades the way these types of prehistoric
ceramics are analyzed. In some instances the terms used to refer to them have changed. For
example, sherds cross-hatched incised is now known as Morgan Incised (Williams and
Thompson 1999). The categories used remain appropriate for this area today.

Analysis of lithic materials from 9MG73 was perhaps overly ambitious. In an effort to
separate material on the basis of stage of manufacture, debitage were classified into categories
such as percussion flakes and reduction flakes. In practice the technique fell short of the
intended goals. The majority of lithic artifacts collected at 9IMG73 were made of quartzite

(called quartz in the artifact catalogue). Due to the un-even breakage of this material, it is almost
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impossible to identify flakes in this way. Even the majority of chert artifacts were catalogued as
“unidentifiable debris” under this system. Because of the questionable usefulness of this type of
information, it was excluded from the body of this report. While the data from the original
analysis was still used, it was simplified by merging categories. Information retained includes
categories based on: material type, basic tool type, and flake/debitage separated on the basis of
cortex (i.e. primary, secondary, tertiary) except in the case of quartz where cortex information is
invalid. Additionally, the artifact catalogue lacks names for projectile point styles, limiting
potential period-defining information.

Other prehistoric artifacts collected included bone, shell, and daub. For each lot number
in which these occurred, a mark was placed on the artifact analysis cover sheets indicating their
presence. Absent from the forms are counts or weights of this material. It is unknown whether
this information was ever recorded or if it went missing with the other weight data. Other
miscellaneous artifact types were recorded as they occurred, including the occasional historic
period artifacts including glass, ceramics, and nails.

Samples of soil were taken from certain features for floatation. The floatation work
occurred in the field, utilizing a window screen. The resulting material was sorted and submitted
to the lab for analysis. Additionally, some pollen and carbon samples were collected.
Unfortunately, the results of these special collections and analyses are unknown and therefore
not included in this report. The data may be misplaced or perhaps analysis was never completed.

Following the 1977 fieldwork, data from the surface collection was used to make a series
of maps showing the artifact distribution across the site. A handwritten class report was written
on the artifact distribution at the site entitled “A Brief Interpretation of the Surface Distribution

at IMG73” (Karen Walker, unpublished report: 1977). A formal report was never written.
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CHAPTER Il

SURFACE COLLECTION PROJECT

Background

One major undertaking during the 1977 summer field project was an extensive systematic
surface collection of the entire exposed surface of the site. 9MG73 had been surface collected at
least twice before, once upon initial discovery and again during 1975 testing work (see Chapter
2). In neither case was the collection as extensive, systematic, or as thorough as the one
conducted in 1977.

The site was plowed before collections began. Collection started on June 8, the first day
the field school crew came to the site. The collection units used were ten meter squares. Each
was assigned a lot number. The four corner coordinates for each square were recorded in the
field notes or the field specimen sheets (i.e. bag list). The map in Figure 9 shows the location of
all the grid units that were collected. Table 1 shows the dates on which they were collected.

It is not known how many crew members were involved in collecting each unit or for
how long they collected. According to the field notes “All surface collections are obtained by
walking back and forth across squares so that nothing is overlooked.” All visible cultural
material on the surface was collected. The artifacts included prehistoric ceramics, lithics, and
some shell, daub and bone. The occasional historic era artifact was also collected. This material
was washed and sorted in the field before being sent back to the laboratory for analysis (see
Chapter 2). The surface collection artifact data (Provenience 1) was used in this report to create
density maps showing the surface distributions of artifacts. The last surface grid units were

collected on June 22. Work then began on test pit excavations which are presented in Chapter 4.
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Figure 9: Grid locations of surface collection units (units in meters).

Lot Numbers Collected | Date

Lot Numbers Collected

Date

001-016

June 8"

052-249

June 17

017-028

June 9

250-394

June 20"

029-037

June 10"

395-430, 436 and 441

June 21%

039-050

June 15"

435, 437-440, 442-485

June 22"

Table 1: Dates of Surface Collection
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The Data

Surface collection artifacts were recorded as Provenience 1. This chapter summarizes
this data. First the extent and topographic features of the collected area are described. Then
miscellaneous Provenience 1 lot numbers that do not represent surface collection data are
explained. Finally, artifact distribution within the surveyed area is explored through density
maps generated from the Provenience 1 data. Ceramic and lithic artifacts are examined,
followed by a discussion. The distribution of shell, daub, and bone could not be analyzed
because of the lack of count or weight data for these artifact categories (see Chapter 2). The
ceramic and lithic distribution data reveals important patterns regarding the size and extent of the

site at different time periods.

Elevation and Situation

During the 1977 summer fieldwork a series of elevation points were taken at various
points along the grid. These elevations were recorded in the field notes on June 27" and June
29" (Appendix A). For this report these points were used to make a contour map showing the
topography of the area surveyed (Figure 10). The map reveals the highest area to be in the
southwestern portion of the collection area, with a low ridge running northeast-southwest. The
central portion of the surveyed area was a relatively broad and flat ridge nose, with the elevation
dropping off in all directions except to the southwest. At the northernmost end of the project
area the elevation again begins to rise slightly.

The surface collection area, while extensive, probably does not represent the total
horizontal extent of the site. The area surveyed was bounded to the south by the highway.
Across the road were 9IMG94 and the steatite quarry (see Chapter 6). These areas lay beyond the

area of systematic surface collection. To the north and east, the tree line at the edge of the
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plowed field prevented further surface collecting. No attempts (via shovel testing, etc.) were
made to discover the extent of cultural materials beyond this tree line. Therefore the boundaries
of the surface collection should not be confused with true site boundaries. Instead, the data
presented in this section may be best considered as a ‘window’ into the artifact distribution

within a large portion of the site.
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Figure 10: Elevation contour map of surface collection area (grid in meters).

Miscellaneous Provenience 1 Lot Numbers
Nearly all of the 485 lot numbers in Provenience 1 were 10x10 meter surface collection
units. Lot number 33 was one of the exceptions. This lot number refers to a 1x3 meter test unit

excavated on June 10, 1977. Its corners fell at the following coordinates: northeastern corner
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226N 177E; southeastern corner 225N 177E; northwestern corner 226N 174E; southwestern
corner 225N 174E. This test unit was excavated through the plowzone without screening. Only
obvious artifacts were collected. Because Provenience 1, Lot 33 was not a surface collection
unit, the artifact counts from this unit were excluded from data tables used to generate artifact
density maps. The artifacts collected from this test pit were: 3 medium incised body sherds, 17
plain grit tempered body sherds, 1 plain grit tempered rim- folded and punctuated, and 1 quartz
PP/K. In addition to what was collected, shell fragments were observed in the plowzone.

Red clay subsoil with plowscars was encountered approximately 10cm below surface in
this test unit. No features were recorded. The test unit was later expanded by excavating an
additional 1x3m to the north on June 22, 1977. This was also conducted without screening and
no features seem to have been recorded as a result of this expansion. It is not known whether
additional artifacts were collected in the same manner as before, adding to the counts presented
above, or whether no additional collections were made.

Provenience 1, Lot 38 is another exception. These artifacts are from a general surface
collection of an area south of 9MG73 made on June 13™. It was described as being across the
road in a disturbed area. It was likely a collection from 9MG73’s ‘sister site’ IMG94 (described
in Chapter 2). The collection was not made in a systematic fashion, and the location was not
recorded in relation to 9MG73’s grid.

Collection of Lot 38 yielded a total of 142 ceramics and 16 lithics. Of the ceramics, 135
were body sherds, including: 8 bold incised, 4 medium incised, 11 weathered, 111 plain grit
tempered, and 1 rough plain; seven were rim sherds: 2 bold incised — plain, 4 weathered - folded
and pinched, and 1 plain grit tempered - folded and incised. Most of the lithics were

undiagnostic quartz artifacts: 4 biface fragments, 2 ‘other’ bifaces, 2 unifacial tools, and 4
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‘unidentifiable debris.” Also collected were 2 ‘light’ (Coastal Plain) chert flakes, 1 PP/K tip and
one biface fragment.

This disturbed area was also scraped in a search for subsurface features. As the field
notes make no further mention of it, presumably none were found or recorded. This area lies on
the same terrace landform as 9MG73 and is only separated by the modern road. The topography
of the area and artifacts collected suggest it is likely part of the same site prehistorically.
However, the excavators in both 1975 and 1977 consistently described this area as disturbed.
Because of this, despite the efforts put into collecting and scraping the area, not much was found
that adds significantly to our understanding of 9MG73.

In systematically surveying the entire exposed surface at 9IMG73, there were 29 10x10m
squares that were planned but never collected. They include the following lot numbers: 51, 58,
93, 250, 299-302, 351-354, 358, 395-398, 431-434, 459-462, and 479-482. The grid coordinates
of all of these would-be collection units were not recorded. However based on the numbering
scheme apparent in surface grid lot numbers (see Figure 9) they would have fallen on the
periphery of the site. According to the field notes, lot number 51 was not collected because half
of the unit lay in the woods beyond the plowed field. Similar reasons likely existed for the other

uncollected lots, but these were not explicitly stated.

Artifact Distribution

The remainder of the Provenience 1 lot numbers all provided useful data for examining
the surface distribution of artifacts across the site. Nearly all of the 454 10x10 meter surface grid
units collected yielded artifacts. 17 squares of those surveyed were recorded as “empty” on the

laboratory analysis sheets, while the remaining 437 had prehistoric ceramics, lithics, or both.
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The map in Figure 11 below shows the collected grid squares yielded both ceramic and lithic

artifacts, only ceramics, only lithics, and those that represent truly negative findings.
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Figure 11: Summary of artifacts collected by surface unit (grid in meters).

In this chapter colored contour maps or scaled symbol maps are used to illustrate artifact
distribution across the surface. These were generated utilizing Golden Software’s Surfer 9.9.
Acrtifact counts for each category were entered from the original laboratory analysis forms.
Counts were used, as weights were unavailable. The center points of the surface collection units
were used as coordinates for the data. For artifact categories with high counts, contour mapping
was used. These were generated from the 454 data points utilizing kriging interpolation. The

color-coded contour intervals represent the artifact counts per 100 square meter area at that

29



location. For artifact categories with smaller counts, scaled symbol maps were created. Each
point or symbol on these maps is located at the center coordinates of the unit in which artifacts of
that type were collected. Additionally, the size of these symbols is scaled to represent the
quantity of artifacts at that location.

Avrtifact density maps were made from various categories in an attempt to discover
patterns in the data. The most informing of these are presented here. Many of these maps are
summaries, produced from multiple subtypes added together. For example, all complicated
stamped sherds for each lot number were totaled; including curvilinear complicated stamped,
rectilinear complicated stamped, stamped body sherds and rims for Figure 14, and all light
(Coastal Plain) chert objects, be they tools, cores or debitage, were summed together for
producing Figure 27. The Provenience 1 artifact catalogue is presented in its entirety in

Appendices B-E.

Ceramics

Figure 12 shows the distribution of all prehistoric ceramic sherds. A majority of this total
is comprised of plain sherds. Of the 5369 sherds in Provenience 1, 4538 are sand grit tempered
plain. Therefore the distribution map of plain ceramics (Figure 13) unsurprisingly appears very
similar to the total map.

Plain grit tempered ceramics have been made from the Woodland to Late Mississippian
period in this region. However the majority of the diagnostic ceramic artifacts recovered were
indicative of the Late Mississippian Lamar period, including folded pinched rims, cane punctated
rims, bold incised, and Morgan Incised, among others (Williams and Thompson 1999). Most of

the plain sand grit tempered pottery probably dates to this same period.
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These maps (Figures 12 and 13) reveal the overall pattern of pottery distribution. Several
areas visibly stand out. The sherd count is highest in the central portion of the collected area.
This concentration, centered around 200 North, 215 East on the grid, spans an area
approximately 175-200 meters long (east to west) and 100 meters wide (north to south). This
area corresponds well with the broad flat area observed previously on the topographic map.
Within the concentration, sherd counts are highly variable, ranging from 10 to over 170 on the
surface per 10-meter square unit. It is notable that the center portion around North 190 East 190
has fewer sherds than the areas immediately surrounding it.

Moving north of this center area, the sherd count abruptly drops off. This zone of low
density runs east west across the site around 275 North, along the northern slope of the central
ridge. The counts begin to rise again further north in an area centered around 350 North, 150
East. This northern concentration spans at least 100 meters, and may extend beyond the
collection area for an unknown distance into the woods. Here the sherd counts are much lower
than the central concentration, ranging from 1 to 30 sherds per 10-meter square. In the
northwest, collection grid unit 235 yielded 66 sherds, producing the concentration visible on the
map at coordinates 355 North, 85 East.

Up the ridge towards the southern extent of the collection area, ceramics are sparse or in
some places nonexistent on the surface. The low density along the southeastern extent of the
collection area may be artificial. This area lies along the road; visibility problems or disturbance
may account for the sudden drop in sherd counts. Collections from across the road (i.e.
Provenience 1, Lot Number 38) indicate that prehistoric ceramics continued on the surface in this

direction for an unknown distance.
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Figure 12: Density map of total prehistoric surface ceramics, by count per collection unit (grid in meters).
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Figure 13: Surface distribution of total plain grit tempered sherds (grid in meters).




The number of complicated stamped sherds recovered was not high. Identifications of
particular paddle designs was not possible, but it is likely that most are Lamar Complicated
Stamped. Stamping occurs throughout the Lamar period. The distribution of all complicated

stamped sherds (Figure 14) shows that they occurred mostly in the areas of high ceramic density.

It does not reveal any new or interesting patterns.
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Figure 14: Surface distribution of total complicated stamped sherds (grid in meters).
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In an attempt to find spatial distribution variations through time, plots of Bold, Medium,

and Fine incised pottery were compared with one another. The distribution of the sum of all
bold, medium, and fine incised is presented below in Figure 15. However, when plotted
separately (Bold: Figure 18, Medium: Figure 17, Fine: Figure 16), there is little variation

between their distributions. Incised sherds were concentrated in the same locations where
overall ceramic density was the highest.
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Figure 15: Surface distribution of total of Bold, Medium, and Fine incised sherds (grid in meters).
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37



North

300

250

200

150

100

1 Bold Incise
2 Sherd Coun

100 150 200 250 300
East

Figure 18: Surface Distribution of bold incised sherds (grid in meters).
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The first possible sign of a discrete concentration of a particular type within those high
density areas already revealed by the total ceramics map came with the plot of cross-hatched
incised (Morgan Incised) sherds (Figure 19). These fall across the site in the center zone of high
ceramic density, but are noticeably clustered more towards its southeastern end. Morgan Incised

pottery occurs early in the Late Mississippian during the Duvall and Iron Horse Phases (Williams

and Shapiro 1990).
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Figure 19: Surface distribution of Cross-Hatched (Morgan) Incised sherds (grid in meters).
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A central to southeastern clustering is also apparent in Figure 20, a map of cane punctated
rim sherds (simply called punctuated rims in the artifact catalogue). Several of these sherds also
occurred within the north central-ceramic concentration previously described. Lamar Cane
Punctated Rims, like Morgan Incised, date to the Duvall and Iron Horse phases (Williams and
Shapiro 1990). The clustering of the early Late Mississippian ceramics suggests that habitation
areas in this early phase may have been restricted to smaller portions of the site than the large

areas of high ceramic concentration shown previously.
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Figure 20: Surface distribution of (Lamar) Cane Punctated rim sherds (grid in meters).
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Further support for this pattern is revealed by the distribution of Folded Pinched Rim
sherds (Figure 21 below). While this rim treatment occurred throughout the Late Mississippian,
the distribution of these sherds at 9MG73 noticeably clusters in the western portion of the central
area that is relatively free of the early Late Mississippian styles. The Folded Pinched rim type
could be further divided into temporally relevant categories by measuring their thickness, which

increases through time (Williams and Shapiro 1990). However, such measurements were

unavailable for this report.
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Figure 21: Surface distribution of (Lamar) (Folded) Pinched Rim sherds (grid in meters).
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In order to better demonstrate the differences noted in the previous two figures, the
pinched and cane punctated rims were plotted together in Figure 22 below. The ovals are meant
to draw attention to the patterning of the two types and show that, while overlapping, they tend
to cluster in their own discrete areas. A potential explanation to account for this observed
difference is that Early Lamar settlements were centered within the red dotted-line ovals and a
later Lamar settlement was centered in the solid blue oval. In each case, an area around 100
meters across encompasses the majority of that pottery style. Small, temporally discrete but

physically overlapping settlements may be responsible for the observed ceramic distribution.
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Figure 22: Comparison of Lamar Folded Pinched Rim distribution with Cane Punctated Rims (grid in meters).
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The next three figures illustrate the distribution of other diagnostic artifacts found on the
surface. For these categories the quantities are too small to recognize any clear patterning, but
they are presented nonetheless for the sake of thoroughness. Figure 23 below illustrates the
locations of pipe fragments and pottery discs, objects that are likely from some time during the

Mississippian period. Next are ceramic objects dating to the Woodland period, and then several

historic period artifacts.
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Figure 23: Surface distribution of miscellaneous late prehistoric ceramic objects (grid in meters).
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There are too few diagnostic Woodland period artifacts to make any generalizations
about their pattern of distribution across the site. However, their rarity does serve as an
indication that the Woodland component constitutes only a very small percentage of the ceramic
artifacts recovered from the site. If any significant portion of the sand grit tempered plain
pottery sherds recovered from the site were Woodland, one would expect more diagnostic
Woodland ceramics. The minor Woodland component therefore does not change the

interpretation that the majority of ceramic artifacts were deposited by Lamar period settlements.
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Figure 24: Surface distribution of miscellaneous woodland period ceramics (grid in meters).
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Historic 19" and 20" century artifacts (Figure 25) make up a very minor part of the
collection, and offer no interesting patterns. During the historic period there is no indication of

any use for the area other than as an agricultural field.
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Figure 25: Surface distribution of miscellaneous historic glass and ceramics (grid in meters).

In addition to what has been mapped in the preceding figures, 4 Late Archaic fiber
tempered pottery sherds were recovered on the surface: three from Provenience 1, Lot 22, the
center of which was located at 225 North 265 East and one from Lot 30 located 40 meters further

east. Lithic artifacts recovered also indicated a Late Archaic Component.
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In summary, the majority of ceramic artifacts at the site date to the Late Mississippian
(Lamar) period. The ceramic distribution across the site indicates areas of high ceramic density
that were likely areas of habitation, most notably at the area around 200 North 215 East, with a
smaller and lighter concentration 150 meters further north. Duvall and Iron Horse ceramic types
(cane punctuated rims and Morgan Incised) are more restricted in their distribution than the total
ceramics, occurring predominantly in the southern and eastern portion of the high ceramic
density area. The center of the distribution of Lamar Pinched rims, a type that occurs throughout
the Late Mississippian, is located northwest of the concentration of these Early Lamar sherds;

however in their total extent the two types overlap.

Lithics

The majority of chipped stone artifacts recovered during surface collection were non-
diagnostic quartz debitage and tools (3916 out of 4180 stone artifacts). Heavy utilization of
locally available quartz was common during the Archaic period, especially the Middle Archaic.
In the Oconee Valley there is very little evidence for the use of stone tools at all in the Late
Mississippian period (Williams and Shapiro 1990).

The distribution of Provenience 1 quartz artifacts across the site varies significantly from
the patterns seen previously in ceramic artifacts. The highest concentrations of quartz artifacts
were recovered from the southwestern portion of the collection area (Figure 26), directly atop the
highest portion of the ridge that runs through the site. This same area had a low density of
ceramic objects. Archaic period sites are often associated with ridge tops in the Piedmont.

Chert artifacts are more evenly distributed across the site than those made of quartz.

Coastal Plain Chert, as seen in Figure 27, exists in similar quantities throughout the site, with 0-5
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artifacts occurring per collection unit. Ridge and Valley chert (Figure 28) is rare and not
concentrated in any one area.

Most lithic artifacts were debitage. However, 364 tools were also recovered including
bifaces, Projectile Points/Knives and unifaces (possibly Early Archaic or earlier), most made of
either quartz or chert. Their distribution across the site (Figure 29) is also rather uniform, though
there is a concentration along the ridgetop in the center and southwestern portions of the site.

Listed in the Provenience 1 artifact catalogue were eight steatite artifacts, only one of
which was identifiable as a broken piece of a steatite vessel. However, more steatite was
collected, although all were unworked pieces. These unworked steatite pieces were among the
material sorted and weighed in the field (see Chapter 2). The weights were used soon after 1977
fieldwork to make a map of steatite distribution (Figure 30). Beyond the surface collection area
on the other side of the road, on the same ridge landform, was a natural steatite outcrop. The
unmodified steatite is concentrated on the ridge in the southwestern portion of the site,
immediately across the road from the outcrop. Since these steatite fragments are unworked and
are concentrated close to the geological source, the majority of this material is probably not
cultural and is present due to erosion or plowing. Several test units were excavated across the
road at the steatite outcrop (see Chapter 6), and these revealed only minor evidence of quarrying,
as the area had been so badly disturbed by modern construction work.

The total lithic distribution, as first noticed by Wood in 1975, seems concentrated along
the ridge running through the site. No clear patterns were indicated by comparing distributions
based on material type. The lithic artifacts may represent thousands of years of prehistoric use of
the area. It is known Morrow Mountain points and Savannah River points were found at the site

(Wood 1975 and 1977 field notes), but there was a lack of named points or other diagnostic
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artifact types in the 1977 surface collection catalogue. Though 13 complete points (9 made of

quartz and 4 chert) and numerous other fragmentary ones were found in surface collections, none

were named by type on the artifact analysis forms.
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Figure 26: Surface distribution of quartz artifacts (grid in meters)
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Figure 27: Surface distribution of light chert (Coastal Plain) artifacts (grid in meters).
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Figure 28: Surface distribution of dark chert (Ridge and Valley) artifacts (grid in meters).
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Figure 29: Surface distribution of lithic tools, all materials (grid in meters).
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CHAPTER IV

TEST UNIT EXCAVATIONS

One of the goals in the 1977 project at 9IMG73 was a comparison between surface and
subsurface artifact distributions. In pursuing this aim a series of test units were excavated
throughout the site. They were intended to provide an indication of subsurface artifact density,
as well as a glimpse into the distribution of subsurface features. Each test unit measured 2x2
meters and was excavated in a single level through the plowzone to the subsoil where any
cultural features were recorded and mapped. All soil was screened through % inch hardware
cloth, with the exception of occasional samples taken from features for floatation. Artifacts
collected from the test pits were recorded as Provenience 2. In all, 42 test pits were excavated.

A strategy was devised in test pit placement to acquire as representative a sample of the
entire site and its range of artifact distribution as possible. A stratified random sampling method
was utilized for this purpose. The 454 ten by ten meter surface collection grid units were divided
into five Strata, loosely based on the observed differences in artifact density throughout the site.
For example, Strata | was "defined by a high density of flakes and tools; a moderate density of
sherds and steatite” (Wood 1977 notes). Unfortunately the definitions for the remaining strata
are absent from the field notes, though their placement within the site can be seen in Figure 32.
Strata V seems to encompass the area with the most quartz artifacts on the surface (See Chapter
3). The reason for the other distinctions is unknown.

Strata | consisted of 70 grid squares, Strata Il 234, Strata 11l 27, Strata IV 21, and Strata
V 102. Within each of these strata, 10 percent of the grid units were randomly selected to have a
2x2 meter test unit placed within them. The placement of each 2x2 meter excavation unit within

each selected 10x10 meter surface unit was then determined by subdividing the 10x10 into 25
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2x2 units and selecting one of these to excavate at random (Figure 31). In all, 45 two-meter test
pits were planned and assigned lot numbers, although three (Lot Numbers 26-28) were not
excavated and their assigned lot numbers therefore were not used. In addition to lot numbers, test
pits were also identified in field notes and catalogue records by a number consisting of the
surface grid unit they were located in and where the pit falls within the 25 potential subunits of
the grid unit. For example, test pit 166-11 is on the western edge in the middle of surface

collection unit 166.

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

Figure 31: Method of unit subdivision. One of the above possible locations was selected for excavation at random
within each 10x10m unit sampled. North is up.

Test unit excavations began on Jun 22, 1977 near the end of surface collection. All 42
were completed by July 5™. A summary of test pits, their locations, artifact totals, and features
present appears in Table 2. In this chapter, the artifact recovery data (i.e. Provenience 2) is
discussed with maps of ceramic artifact distributions. This data is then briefly compared to the
surface collection results. Following this are descriptions of all features uncovered during test

unit excavations.
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Figure 32: Definition of sampling strata. The small squares are the randomly place 2x2m test pits.

Table 2: Test Pit Summary

Lot | Northing | Easting | Grid | Subunit | Features | Ceramics | Lithics
Strata I

1 305 123 | 174 12 No 7 9
2 305 161 | 166 11 Yes 43 19
3 327 173 | 191 7 No 84 30
4 345 183 | 215 12 No 195 96
5 357 159 | 220 10 No 98 50
6 367 151 | 239 6 No 115 56
7 363 107 | 247 19 No 13 32

Strata | Artifact Totals: 555 292
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Lot | Northing | Easting | Grid | Subunit | Features | Ceramics | Lithics
Strata Il:

8 323 93 | 207 17 No 8 5
9 289 127 | 145 4 No 11 26
10 319 69 | 185 5 Yes 0 8
11 287 109 | 149 10 Yes 5 16
12 287 179 | 134 10 Yes 7 20
13 277 123 | 117 7 No 3 21
14 263 201 | 100 14 Yes 4 13
15 257 163 76 7 No 6 10
16 257 203 68 7 No 12 24
17 247 133 81 7 No 6 5
18 245 187 71 14 No 8 4
19 245 201 67 11 No 21 29
20 235 111 | 46 11 Yes 6 7
21 227 201 10 6 No 142 18
22 227 235 15 8 Yes 24 16
23 213 231 | 271 16 Yes 36 9
24 205 103 | 297 12 No 79 7
25 199 317 | 307 4 No 40 22
29 117 169 | 465 10 No 2 21
45 219 295 | 259 3 No 12 29
Strata Il Artifact Totals: 432 310

Strata Il1:
30 219 177 | 283 4 No 219 19
31 237 175 4 8 No 141 24
32 205 197 | 280 14 No 40 74
Strata I1l Artifact Totals: 400 117

Strata IV:
33 197 233 | 323 7 Yes 251 38
34 199 249 | 322 5 No 49 14
Strata IV Artifact Totals: 300 52

Strata V:

35 183 161 | 337 16 Yes 35 90
36 171 131 | 388 21 No 13 3
37 179 163 | 381 2 No 14 43
38 169 105 | 394 3 No 0 0
39 159 189 | 413 5 No 45 63
40 141 157 | 419 24 Yes 15 133
41 187 121 | 345 6 Yes 5 24
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Lot | Northing | Easting | Grid | Subunit | Features | Ceramics | Lithics
42 135 187 | 441 14 No 34 42
43 205 201 | 277 11 No 100 94
44 123 167 | 446 19 No 15 74

Strata V Artifact Totals: 276 566

Test Pit Artifact Distribution

Acrtifacts recovered from screening test pits were recorded as Provenience 2. All test pits
yielded ceramic artifacts except Lots 10 and 38. All contained lithics except Lot 38. Lot 38
appears to have been completely negative. In total, 1963 prehistoric ceramic potsherds and 1337
lithic artifacts were recovered from the excavated test pits.

The non-uniform nature of random test pit placement, and the low number of test pits,
makes this data less suited for characterizing artifact distribution across the site than Provenience
1 surface collection information. However, it does provide another source of data to examine the
possible trends seen in the surface distribution. For this reason the focus in this chapter is on the
ceramic artifact types from test pits that revealed possible patterns in their surface distribution
(Chapter 3). In general the test pit data shows similar distributions.

For visual consistency with the Surface Collection density maps, the same grayed-out
blanking region surrounds the maps. However, it is important to note that while the Provenience
1 data was regularly distributed through this area, the data points for Provenience 2 are more
irregular. Therefore the Test Pit locations have been included on the ceramic density contour
density map (Figure 33), to illustrate the uneven nature of the data. Contours in areas with few
data points (i.e. Test Pits) cannot be trusted to be accurate and are based entirely on mathematical
interpolation. The remainder of the Provenience 2 density maps are scaled symbol maps. For
each category of artifact the symbols show which test pits yielded that type, and the size of the

symbols indicates the quantity. The figures appear after this brief discussion.
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The total ceramic density map (Figure 33) shows the same basic pattern as the surface
collection material (Chapter 2, Figure 12). The central region of the site has the highest density
of potsherds. The area of lower density within this center concentration, first noticed in the
surface collection maps, is also seen here due to the lower relative sherd counts for Lot 24 (Test
Pit 297-12) and Lot 32 (Test Pit 280-14). The test pits with the fewest sherds were recorded
within the southwestern and northwestern portions of the site, and a zone east-west through the
site between grid 250 and 280 north, the same areas that had the lowest surface density.

As the elevation begins to rise to the northeast, so do the sherd counts per test pit. The
sherd count of 195 in Test Pit 215-12 (Lot 4) is the highest in Strata | and the third highest
overall. Its location in the extreme northeastern portion of the plowed field near the treeline
provides the best indication yet that cultural material may extend beyond the treeline, up the hill
into areas not tested, and that the sherd density of the unexplored area could be comparable to
that of the site’s central concentration. Based on the best estimate of how the site corresponds to
the modern landscape (aerial photograph: Chapter 2, Figure 6), some of this hill may still be
above the water level on a small island in Lake Oconee.

Specific types of ceramics were plotted as they were with the surface materials to look
for patterns. Bold, medium, and fine incising (Figures 34 through 36) all had distributions
similar to one another that were comparable to what was found on the surface. Medium incised
sherds were the most common, totaling 85 sherds in Provenience 2, versus 12 total bold and 31
fine incised. Only Bold incised appeared in test units in the southern portion of the site (Figure
34). Test Pits 446-19 and 465-10 in this area of the site were later expanded into an 8x4 meter

trench due to the presence of a dark midden-like soil (see Chapter 6, Provenience 6).
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Locations where cross-hatched incised (Morgan Incised) sherds appeared in test pits
(Figure 37) corresponded with the same areas it was found on the surface, namely the southern
portion of the central high ceramic concentration area. However, the cane punctated (Figure 39)
and folded pinched rims (Figure 39) do not strongly show the same patterns that were revealed in
their surface distributions. This may be due to their scarcity within Provenience 2. With a total
sample of only 10 punctated rims and 8 folded pinched rims among all 42 units, it is difficult to
discern any meaningful patterns. That each type appears in the same or neighboring test units is
not surprising, as the distribution of both types were already known to overlap.

The maximum sherd count of these three types, Morgan Incised (N=5), cane punctated
rims (N=2), and folded pinched rims (N=2) were found in a single Test Pit, 323-7 (Lot 33). This
unit’s center was located at 197 North 233 East, in the southeastern portion of the central area of
high ceramic density. This same Test Pit yielded the highest sherd count overall (N=251) and
contained 6 post features (Features 21 through 26). This unit also had 6 fine incised and 2
medium incised sherds. Test Pit 283-4 (Lot 30), located within the western portion of the center
high ceramic density (219 North 177 East), had the second highest total sherd count (N=219). It
did not have any diagnostic rim types, but contained a much greater number of medium incised
(N=19) and bold incised (N=3) sherds than Test Pit 323-7.

As with the surface collection data, the Test Pits revealed a ring-shaped area of high
ceramic density, with pottery styles varying on either side of it. Perhaps the impact of plowing
on the surface distribution could have been assessed had the test units had undisturbed levels
beneath the plowzone. Since Provenience 2 was essentially a smaller sample of the same

plowzone, the similarity in spatial distribution of artifacts is unsurprising. However, this result
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may well have been regarded a methodological success in 1977 for establishing a relationship

between surface and subsurface artifact distribution.
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Figure 33: Total Ceramic Density based on Provenience 2 data (grid in meters).
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Figure 34: Bold Incised sherds from test pits (grid in meters).
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Figure 35: Medium Incised sherds from test pits (grid in meters).
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Figure 36: Fine Incised sherds from test pits (grid in meters).
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Figure 37: Cross-hatched (Morgan Incised) sherds from test pits (grid in meters).

64




North

Folded Pinched Rims
® | Sherd
@ 2 Sherds
100 150 200 250 300
East

Figure 38: Folded pinched rim sherds from test pits (grid in meters).
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Figure 39: Cane punctated rim sherds from test pits (grid in meters).

66




North

350

300

250

200

150

Miscellaneous Ceramics|!

100 ) Strap Handle
V¥ Bird Head Effigy

100 150 200 250 300
East

Figure 40: Miscellaneous Lamar ceramics found in test pits (scale in meters).
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Test Pit Features

Searching for features involved wetting the floor of test units and careful troweling. The
generally dark brown feature fill contrasted with the red clay subsoil. All features, when
identified, were mapped, measured and described on feature forms. Crew members primarily
responsible for recording features were Lisa O’Steen and Gisela Weis. Most features were not
excavated. It is possible that some ‘features’ may be the result of tree roots or rodent burrows, as
these are sometimes indistinguishable from cultural features like post molds without excavating.

In all, 28 features were discovered and recorded during 1977 test unit excavations. These
are numbered in order of discovery 5 through 31, and 36 (the first four having been recorded
during 1975 testing work). All features found in test pits are described in this section, including
those excavated in 1975. A summary of this information is presented below in table 3. The
locations of test pits that contained features are shown in Figure 41. The drawings of the features
in this section were generated from original field maps. Features discovered during mechanical
stripping are discussed in Chapter 5.

Table 3: Summary of Features found in Test Pits.

Feature Test Pit Depth (cm) N-S (cm) E-W (cm) Description
1 1 22-60 29 28 post hole
2 1 22-58 23 15 post hole
3 2 10-21 52 28 pit
4 2 10-22 45 41 pit
5 166-11 39 20 19 post hole
6 166-11 39 19 21 post hole
7 166-11 39 19 21 post hole
8 166-11 39 20 19 post hole
9 117-7 19 18 19 post hole
10 117-7 19 18 19 post hole
11 185-5 18 52 57 possible pit
12 185-5 16 17 16 possible post
13 149-10 54 10 10 rodent hole
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Feature Test Pit Depth (cm) N-S (cm) E-W (cm) Description
14 149-10 47 14 14 post hole
15 100-14 16 19 16 post hole
16 100-14 16 15 16 post hole
17 015-8 20 64 79 hearth/burned pit
18 046-11 45 16 14 post hole
19 337-16 22 43 60 possible pit
20 419-24 19 24 36 post hole
21 323-7 25 10 20 post hole
22 323-7 26 20 19 post hole
23 323-7 26 16 17 post hole
24 323-7 25 17 24 post hole
25 323-7 26 26 30 post hole
26 323-7 25 23 22 post hole
27 345-6 48 15 12 post hole
28 345-6 48 12 12 post hole
29 345-6 48 13 12 post hole
30 345-6 48 85 200 | large irregular stain
31 345-6 44 21 27 irregular stain
36 271-16 19 46 53 possible pit
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Figure 41: Features were recorded in only 12 of the 42 test units that were excavated (grid in meters).

Figure 41 shows, rather surprisingly, that few features were found in test pits excavated
in the central region of the site where there was a high ceramic artifact density. However this
result is misleading. As will be revealed in Chapter 5, many features were discovered in this
area during mechanical stripping operations. Random 2x2 meter test pits data provide
inadequate information for making any overall assessment of distribution of features across the
site. This methodological realization is likely applicable to other sites of this type within the
region.

The following are descriptions of the 28 features found in test pit excavations. The

Figures referred to within the descriptions are located at the end of this chapter.
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Features 1 and 2

Feature 1 was found within the northeastern portion of the first test unit (1x2 meter unit)
excavated in the 1975 testing work. The location of this unit in relation to the 1977 grid is
unfortunately unknown. It was described as a circular stain, probably a post mold. The north-
south dimension was 29 centimeters and east-west 28 centimeters. It was first encountered
below the plowzone 22 centimeters below the surface. The feature was excavated, and it
extended a further 38 centimeters deep from the base of the plowzone. The fill was a dark brown
fine sandy loam. The only artifacts recovered were a single piece of fire-cracked rock and a
possible daub fragment.

Feature 2 was another post mold uncovered in the initial test unit. It was located along
the western profile wall, and only the portion within the test unit was excavated. It measured 23
centimeters north-south, and from the western wall to the eastern edge of the feature measured
15 centimeters. It extended 36 centimeters into the subsoil from the base of the plowzone.
Charcoal flecks were observed in the dark brown fine sandy loam feature fill, but no artifacts
were recovered. Figure 42 shows the plan view of Features 1 and 2, and Figure 43 their profiles.

Features 3 and 4

The 1975 testing work included a larger 3x3 meter trench in which feature 3 and 4 were
found. As with the other 1975 unit, its location in relation to the 1977 grid is unclear. Feature 3
was found in the northern wall of the trench, and a 34 by 64 centimeter extension in the
northwestern corner was excavated to fully expose it. It measured 52 centimeters in length and
28 centimeters in width, having a north-south orientation. It was encountered 10 centimeters

below the surface and extended a further 11 centimeters in depth. The feature fill, a dark brown
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sandy loam, contained one potsherd. The feature is closely associated with feature 4, located 25
centimeters to the southeast.

Feature 4 is another shallow pit similar to Feature 3. It measure 45 centimeters in a
north-south direction and 41 centimeters in is east-west direction. First encountered 10
centimeters below the surface, it penetrated the subsoil 12 centimeters from the base of the
plowzone. The feature fill was the same dark brown sandy loam, and no artifacts were
recovered. The plan view and profiles for Features 3 and 4 appear in Figure 44 and Figure 45,
respectively.

Features 5-8

Features 5 through 8 were the first found during 1977 test unit excavations. All four
were circular dark brown stains located in square 166-11 (Provenience 2, lot number 002), the
southwest corner of which was located at grid 304 north and 160 east. They were circular shape
and were described as post molds. They were encountered at a depth of 39 centimeters below
the surface.

These features were not excavated, so depth, profile, and content information are
unknown. Their dimensions are as follows: Feature 5: 20 centimeters north-south, 19
centimeters east-west; Feature 6: 19 centimeters north-south, 21 centimeters east-west; Feature 7:
19 centimeters north-south, 21 centimeters east-west; Feature 8: 20 centimeters north-south, 19
centimeters east-west. The location of these four features within the unit, as mapped on their
respective feature forms, is shown in Figure 46.

Features 9-10
Feature 9 and 10 were found in the northwestern portion of test pit 117-7 (Provenience 2,

Lot 013). This test unit’s southwest corner falls at 276 N 122 E on the grid. Both features were
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round dark stains, thought to be post molds, encountered 19 centimeters below the surface.
Feature 9 contained pieces of charcoal. Both features measured 18 centimeters north-south, 19
centimeters east-west. They were not excavated, but a plan view was mapped and appears in
Figure 47.
Features 11-12

Features 11 and 12 were located in unit 185-5 (Provenience 2, Lot 010), which lay on the
grid at 318 N, 68 E (SW corner). Feature 11 was in the western portion of the unit and 12 in the
northeast (see plan view, Figure 48). Feature 11, encountered 18 centimeters below the surface,
was described as an irregularly shaped circular area, light brown in color. Its dimensions were
52 centimeters north-south, 57 centimeters east-west. Feature 12 was a dark brown color,
located 16 centimeters below the surface. It was a smaller irregular circular shape measuring 17
centimeters north-south and 16 centimeters east-west. Neither was excavated.
Features 13-14

Square 149-10 (Provenience 2, Lot 011), its southwest corner located at 286 N 108 E,
contained features 13 and 14. Feature 13, encountered 54 centimeters below the surface in the
northeastern portion of the unit, was a small dark brown stain 10 centimeters in diameter. It was
thought to be a filled-in rodent hole. Feature 14, located at a depth of 47 centimeters below the
surface in the southwestern corner of the unit, was another dark brown circular area, 14
centimeters in diameter. It was, however, considered a post mold. Figure 49 is a plan view of
these unexcavated features.
Feature 15-16

Two more post mold features, Feature 15 and 16, were located in test unit 100-14

(Provenience 2, Lot 014). The southwestern corner of this unit fell at 262 N 208 E. Feature 15
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was encountered 16 centimeters below the surface and measured 19 centimeters long north-
south, 16 centimeters wide east-west. Feature 16 was 15 centimeters when measured north-
south, 16 centimeters east-west. Both were dark brown in color, and feature 16 contained
charcoal flecks. Their locations within the unit are shown in Figure 50.

Feature 17

Feature 17 was found in Test Unit 015-8 (Provenience 2, Lot 022). The exposed portion
lay in the northwestern corner of the unit, though it continued into the unit profile (plan view -
Figure 51). It was encountered at a depth of 20 centimeters below the surface. Feature 17’s
maximum length, from its eastern extent to the west wall of the unit, was 79 centimeters. From
the northern wall of the unit to the southern edge of the feature measured 64 centimeters.

The Feature was irregularly shaped and contained a circular pattern of bright orange
burned clay and a ring of dark soil. There also was what was described as a “large shovel hole”
in the center of the feature. Its location within the feature was mapped but no further explanation
was provided. Nothing is known about the depth or the shape of the profile, as the Feature was
not excavated. Perhaps this Feature represents a disturbed hearth area or burned pit.

Feature 18

Feature 18 in Test Unit 046-11 (Provenience 2, Lot 020; SW corner of unit at 234N
110E) was another small dark brown post feature. It was located 45 centimeters below the
surface in the southwestern portion of the unit. Its dimensions were 16 centimeters in a north-
south direction and 14 centimeters east-west. It was not excavated. A plan view appears in
Figure 52. No other features were found in this unit.

Feature 19
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Feature 19 was a small dark brown pit feature found in the northern portion of test square
337-16 (Provenience 2, Lot 035; SW corner of unit: 182N 160E). It was encountered 22
centimeters below the ground surface. It measured 60 centimeters wide east-west. The feature
was not fully exposed, a portion extended into the northern profile wall of the unit. The distance
from its southern extent to the north wall was 43 centimeters. No information was established
about the fill or profile, as the feature was not excavated. Figure 53 shows a plan view of
Feature 19.

Feature 20

Abutting the northern wall of test pit 419-24 (Provenience 2, Lot 040; SW corner of unit:
140N 156E) was feature 20. It was a large post mold feature, a dark circular stain measuring 36
centimeters in diameter east-west. A portion of the feature extended into the northern wall of the
unit. It was encountered at 19 centimeters below the surface, mapped (plan view — Figure 54),
but was not excavated.

Feature 21-26

Six likely post molds were found in test unit 323-7 (Provenience 2, LN 033; SW corner
of unit: 196N 232E). These were features 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26. All were dark brown
circular stains encountered 25 to 26 centimeters below the surface. Small pieces of shell were
evident in each feature. Feature 21 measured 20 centimeters east-west, 10 centimeters north-
south (though it continued into the northern profile). Feature 22 was approximately 20
centimeters in diameter. Feature 23 was the smallest, measuring 16 centimeters in diameter
north-south, 17 centimeters east-west. Feature 24 measured 17 centimeters north-south, 24

centimeters east-west. Feature 25 was the largest, at 26 centimeters wide north-south, 30
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centimeters long east-west. Feature 26 was 23 centimeters in its north-south dimension, 22
centimeters east-west. A plan view of all six features in presented in Figure 55.
Features 27-31

Five features were recorded in the southern half of test pit 345-6 at a depth of 48
centimeters below surface. Feature 30 was a large, irregular dark brown stain, containing bits of
shell and charcoal. The exposed portion of this feature extended from the eastern to the western
wall of the unit, and 85 centimeters north into the unit from the southern profile. Feature 31 was
another irregular shaped dark brown stain bordering the western wall of the unit. Features 27,
28, and 29 were post holes within feature 30, located in the southwestern portion of the test pit.
These posts ranged from 12 to 15 cm in diameter. The plan view of these features is shown in
Figure 56. These features were not excavated.

Mechanical stripping of the northern area began before test unit excavations were
completed. The next four feature numbers, 32-35, were given to features found during stripping
and are discussed in Chapter 5. However another test pit feature was subsequently uncovered,
and therefore was designated Feature 36.

Feature 36

This feature was a dark brown stain along in the northern portion of test pit 271-16,
perhaps a small pit feature. It was encountered 19 centimeters below the surface. Feature 36
measured 53 centimeters wide, and extended south into the pit 46 centimeters from the northern
profile wall (plan view — Figure 57). It contained small flecks of charcoal and small yellow clay

areas. As with most of the other test pit features, feature 36 was not excavated.
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Figure 42: Plan View of Features 1 and 2 in Test Pit 1, excavated in 1975.
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Figure 44: Plan view of Features 3 and 4 in the northwestern portion of Test Pit 2.

Plow Zone -
brown fine
sandy loam

Subsoil -
orange clay
loam

0 10 20 40 Centimeters

Figure 45: Profile views of Features 3 and 4.
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Figure 46: Plan view of Features 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Test Pit 166-11.
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Figure 47: Plan view of Features 9 and 10 in Test Pit 117-7.
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Figure 48: Plan view of Features 11 and 12 in Test Pit 185-5.
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Figure 49: Plan view of Features 13 and 14 in Test Pit 149-10.
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Figure 50: Plan view of Features 15 and 16 in Test Pit 100-14.
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Figure 51: Plan view of Feature 17 located in Test Pit 15-8.
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Figure 52: Plan view of Feature 18 in Test Pit 46-11.
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Figure 53: Plan view of Feature 19 in Test Pit 337-16.
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Figure 54: Plan view of Feature 20 in Test Pit 419-24.
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Figure 55: Plan view of Features 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26 in Test Unit 323-7.
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Figure 56: Plan view of Features 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31 in Test pit 345-6
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Figure 57: Plan view of Feature 36 in Test Pit 271-16.
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CHAPTER V
MECHANICAL STRIPPING AND FEATURE MAPPING

Late in the summer of 1977, four large strips were scrapped through the site utilizing a
tractor with a drag pan (for aerial view see Figure 59). They were 70 — 80 or more meters long
(east-west), and 10 to 20 meters wide (north-south), each requiring several passes of the drag
pan. The machines stripped away the plowzone, exposing the subsoil and subsurface features.
Mechanical stripping took place on the dates of June 28", 29" and July 7". J. Hardwood and
Scot McGill served as drag pan operators.

The strips cut through portions of all five sampling strata that were defined for random
test unit placement (see Chapter 4). The first strip was located in the northern portion of the site
(in Strata | and 11) between 340 and 320 North, running from at least 90 to 160 East. The second
went through portions of Strata Il and 111, and encompassed the area between 220 and 240 North
and 160 and 240 East. A third, located between 200 and 180 North, 160 and 240 East, passed
through portions of Strata Il1, IV, and V. The southernmost and final strip was of varying width,
cut to the south of 160 North extending from at least 140 to 220 East. The last trench fell entirely
within Strata V.

After machine scraping, loose dirt was removed from the cuts by field crew members via
shovel-scrapping. They were further cleaned by troweling prior to mapping. Occasional artifact
collections were made during the trench cleaning, and were recorded based on their location, e.g.
Provenience 3, Lot 1 in mapping unit 3 (see Table X). Other artifacts found on the surface were
collected in a General surface collection (Provenience 5, see Chapter 6).

The four stripped areas were divided into eight mapping units (see Figure 58 for

locations) for recording features. At a minimum, all features were identified, numbered, and
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mapped. A few were excavated and/or had samples taken from them. The bulk of this chapter is
devoted to presenting feature descriptions, plan view maps, profile maps, and artifact recovery
information. Each Mapping Unit or trench was defined as a Provenience for artifact collections
from the trenches or any features excavated (Table 4, below). Artifacts recovered from features
are discussed in their respective feature descriptions, while other miscellaneous collections are

discussed by Provenience in Chapter 6.

Mapping Unit 1 (including Features 32-35) Provenience 3
Mapping Unit 2 (including Features 37, 39, and 48) | Provenience 7
Mapping Unit 3 (including Features 64-A and 64-B) | Provenience 8

Feature 50 in Mapping Unit 4 Provenience 9

Mapping Unit 4 Provenience 10
Mapping Unit 5-6 (including Feature 59) Provenience 11
Mapping Unit 7 (nothing collected) Provenience 13
Mapping Unit 8 (nothing collected) Provenience 14

Table 4: Mapping unit Provenience Definitions.

Features were recorded in a different manner than they were during test pit excavations.
Features identified as postholes were numbered separately from the other features. Posthole
numbering began at 1 for each mapping unit. Postholes were generally only mapped, though at
least 4 were excavated for profiling. Other features continued to be numbered where test pit
feature numbering left off (see Chapter 4), beginning with number 32 and ending with 88, for a
total of 55 features (Feature 36 was a test pit feature). These non-posthole features, generally
pits, continued to be recorded on feature forms consistently through Feature 50, thereafter only
appearing on the mapping unit drawings. The southern halves of seven of the mapping unit
features were excavated for profiling, including Features 32, 33, 39, 48, 50, 59, and 64.

Following the basic feature descriptions will be a discussion of feature distribution and
patterns. This will be brief, as unfortunately no structures were readily identified in the maps of

postholes.
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Figure 58: The location of the 8 Mapping Units
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Figure 59: Aerial photograph of drag pan strips.

Mapping Unit Features

Features were recorded in the mapping units between July 5™ and July 20™. The
mechanical stripping method was very successful at revealing features, even in areas where test
pit excavations failed to locate features. The superiority of the stripping operation over test unit
excavations in revealing features is well displayed in the vicinity of Mapping Units 3 and 4
(Figure 60). In total, hundreds of posts were recorded as well as 55 other features, mostly pits.
No burials or definite hearths were identified. Most features were not excavated. This section
begins with feature descriptions of the pit features, followed by a discussion of posts. At the end

of the chapter, figures of post and feature locations within the Mapping Units are presented.
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Features found in a mechanically scraped area versus neighboring test pits. Brown outlines are portions

of Mapping Units 3 and 4. Hand excavated Test Units are drawn in blue with a dashed line.

Feature 32

Feature 32 was located in Mapping unit 1, at coordinate 329.7 North 98.7 East. It was a
large dark brown stain measuring 97 centimeters across east-west, 70 centimeters north-south.
There was fired clay on the west side of the feature and chunks of it scattered throughout, as well
as pieces of charcoal. The southern half of the feature was excavated to obtain a profile drawing
(Figure 62). The feature went down to a depth of 77 centimeters from the surface of the scraped
area. Large amounts of charcoal were observed in the bottom portions of the unit, and the soil
was black and soft. The excavated soil was screened; the resulting artifacts were recorded as

Provenience 3, Lot 2 (Table 5). Charcoal and pollen samples were also taken. A detailed plan
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view (Figure 61) was drawn, as well as its rough outline and location on the Mapping Unit 1 map

(Figure 67).
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Figure 61: Plan drawing of Feature 32.
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Figure 62: Profile drawing of Feature 32.
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Feature 33

Feature 33 was thought to be a fire pit or hearth upon initial discovery. It first appeared
in the bottom of the Mapping Unit 1 as a ring of orange fired clay encompassing an area of dark
soil. The field notes of July 1 noted that, before excavations, the features in Mapping Unit 1
appeared as “hearths surrounded by a semicircle of posts.” Located at 331.5 North 101.8 East, it
was 90 centimeters wide north-south and 1 meter long east-west.

The southern half of the feature was excavated. The feature was very deep, going down
98 centimeters from the surface of the scrapped area, the first 52 centimeters continuing to be
lined with fired clay. Excavation ruled out the possibility of it being a hearth, instead it was
determined to be some other type of pit. Small “pit holes” indented into the clay walls of the pit
at various depths. Like feature 32 it had a large quantity of charcoal in the bottom. The
excavated soil was screened (Table 5: Provenience 3, Lot 3), and charcoal and pollen samples
were taken. Feature 33 appears in Mapping Unit 1 map (Figure 67).
Feature 34

Feature 34 was located at grid coordinate 335.2 North, 105.9 East in Mapping Unit 1. It
was a circular stain of light brown fine sandy loam, measuring 70 centimeters north-south and 80
centimeters east west. The southern half of the feature was excavated to a depth of 83
centimeters below the scraped surface. The soil was screened (Table 5: Provenience 3, Lot 4),
and two sherds were found that were thought to date to the Woodland period. Small pieces of
charcoal in the feature were attributed to a tree having likely grown through it. Unfortunately no
information about the profile was recorded, which would be helpful in determining if this feature
were a Woodland storage pit. Feature 34 is drawn along with the other Mapping Unit 1 features

in Figure 67.
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Feature 35

Feature 5 was a circular stain found at 335.5 North 106.5 East in Mapping Unit 1. It had
a dark fine sandly loam fill, approximately 55 centimeters in diameter. Upon excavation of the
southern half it was found to be lined with yellow clay at the bottom. It was very deep,
extending 110 centimeters from the surface of the scraped area to the bottom of the unit. The
depth may have been due to a tree having grown through the feature. The excavated soil was
screened (Table 5: Provenience 3, Lot 5) and a plan view was drawn. Feature 35 is shown in

Mapping Unit 1 (Figure 67).

Lot | Description Ceramics Lithics Other
1 dark chert biface (possible
1 | Loose dirt, 300 North 100 East | None Savannah River Point) None
Pollen sample. Daub
2 | South half of Feature 32 None 1 oz other stone. present
daub, charcoal, pollen
South half of Feature 33 None 1 broken quartz biface sample.
South half of Feature 34 4 plain grit tempered sherds 1 quartz flake daub, charocoal.
< loz fire cracked rock, < 1 oz
5 | South half of Feature 35 None pebbles, None
Feature 35, flotation residual of
5B | sample 9 1 plain grit tempered sherd <1 0z pebbles None
1 light chert biface (complete
6 | Floor of mapping unit 1 none projectile point) None

Table 5: Provenience 3 (Mapping Unit 1) Artifacts

Feature 37

Feature 37 was an oblong shaped dark stain located at 331.5 north, 121 east in Mapping
Unit 2. 1t measured 46 centimeters in a northwest-southeast direction, and 30 centimeters wide
northeast by southwest. Feature 37 is most notable for containing a nearly intact vessel. The
vessel was partially destroyed by the drag pan: the rim was scraped off and the vessel shattered.
However a large partially intact portion was recovered (Provenience 7, Lot 1). Further

description of the vessel is absent from the lab analysis sheets, where it is listed as “missing.”
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Other than the removal of the vessel, the feature was not excavated. A plan view drawing of
Feature 37 can be seen in Mapping Unit 2 (Figure 68).
Feature 38

Feature 38 in Mapping Unit 2 was a dark stain measuring 51 centimeters (north-south) by
60 centimeters (east-west). It was not excavated. Feature 38 appears at coordinate 331 North
159.3 East in the plan view drawing of Mapping Unit 2 (Figure 68).
Feature 39

Feature 39 was an irregular dark brown stain, containing some fired clay and charcoal.
Located at 344.2 North 155.7 East, it was 94 centimeters northwest-southeast and 66 centimeters
northeast by southwest. Upon excavation of the south half to a depth of 72 centimeters below
the scraped surface, it was remarked that it may have been a tree, rather than a cultural feature.
The excavated soil was screened (Provenience 7, Lot 3) resulting in the recovery of two lithic
artifacts designated “unidentified debris,” 1 made of quartz and the other Coastal Plain chert.
Small amounts (less than 1 ounce each) of daub, fire cracked rock and pebbles were also
collected. Figure 63 shows a detailed plan and Figure 64 a profile view. Feature 39 is also

presented with the other Mapping Unit 2 Features (Figure 68).
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Figure 63: Plan view drawing of Feature 39, which may have been a tree.
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Figure 64: Profile drawing of Feature 39.
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Features 40-47

Features 40 through 47 were all located within Mapping Unit 2 (Figure 68) and were not
excavated. Feature 40 (328.8 North, 149.3 East) was an oblong shaped light brown stain, 65 cm
long north-south and 55 centimeters wide east-west. Feature 41 (329.9 North, 146.5 East) was a
circular dark stain containing, 57-58 centimeters in diameter, and it contained charcoal and a
quartz flake (not collected). Feature 42 (331.1 North, 144.6 East) was a dark stain measure 42
centimeters (north-south) by 50 centimeters (east-west) that contained charcoal flecks. Features
43 through 47 were all irregular dark stains. Feature 43 (336.8 North, 143.9 East) measured 43
centimeters north-south by 50 centimeters east west. Feature 44 (335.4 North, 142.4 East) was
22 centimeters (north-south) by 40 centimeters (east-west). Feature 45 was located at 137.4
North, 143.5 East, and measured 40 centimeters (north-south) by 60 centimeters (east-west).
Feature 46 (330.6 North, 142.4 East) was oriented east-west, measuring 32 centimeters by 67
centimeters, and contained flecks of charcoal. Feature 47 (334.1 North, 134.4 East) also had
charcoal flecks, and was 40 centimeters wide (north-south), 70 centimeters long (east-west).

Feature 48, 48-A, and 48-B

Feature 48 was an irregular dark brown stain containing charcoal and fired clay located at
328 North, 122.7 East in mapping unit 2. 1t measured 100 centimeters long (north-south) and 95
centimeters wide (east-west). The southern half of the feature was excavated. The majority of
the feature bottomed out 23 centimeters from the surface of the scraped area, however two
smaller features within it, 48-A and 48-B, continued to greater depths, 92 centimeters and 98
centimeters respectively. These were both possible postholes. Feature 48-A was completely
within the southern half of Feature 48. Feature 48-B bordered the northern, unexcavated half of

Feature 48, and narrowed to a width of 12 centimeters near its bottom. The excavated soil from
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Feature 48 was screened but only charcoal and unmodified rock were recovered (Provenience 7,
Lot 4). Feature 48’s location within Mapping Unit 2 is shown in Figure 68.
Feature 49

Feature 49 was an irregular dark stain in Mapping Unit 2 (Figure 68) at coordinates 336
North, 126.5 East. It was not excavated, but it contained fired clay and charcoal flecks. It
measured 80 centimeters north-south, 110 centimeters east-west.
Feature 50

Feature 50 was a large feature in Mapping Unit 4 (Figure 70). It was a large dark stain,
250 by 225 centimeters that contained shell, ash, pottery and charcoal, as well as a complete pipe
bowl. The feature was excavated to an average depth of 17 centimeters. An intrusive posthole
in the northwestern portion of the feature, designated 50-A, went down further to 105
centimeters below the surface of the scraped area. Two baskets of soil, charcoal, and pollen
samples were saved, the rest of the excavated soil was screened.

Avrtifacts recovered from this feature were recorded separately from the rest of Mapping
Unit 4 (Provenience 10, see Chapter 6), and were instead recorded as Provenience 9.
Provenience 9, Lot 1, a “large feature in scrapping area 2,” contained 1 unidentified piece of
light chert, 47 plain tempered body sherds, 2 bold incised, 1 fine incised, 2 plain rim sherds, 1
folded rim, 1 folded and pinched rim, and 2 pipe fragments. Provenience 9 Lot 2 was separated
into two bags. “Feature 50, Bag 1” contained the intact pipe bowl, as well as 2 quartz flakes and
2 quartz and 2 light chert “debris.” “Feature 50, bag 2” contained 238 ceramic artifacts. Of the
218 body sherds, 165 were plain, 14 were burnished, 14 medium incised, 6 fine incised, 2
unidentified, 2 weathered, and 15 were pipe fragments. 11 of the 20 rim sherds had no surface

treatment (i.e. plain), 3 were “broken,” 5 had fine incising, and 1 was corncob marked. The rim
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types were mostly plain (14), with 4 flared and 2 Lamar folded pinched. The only artifact
recovered from Feature 50-A (Porvenience 9 Lot 3) was a quartz biface.
Feature 59

Feature 59 was located at approximately 195.3 North 230.4 East in Mapping Unit 5. It
was an irregular shaped dark stain measuring 46 centimeters north-south, 40 centimeters east-
west. The southern half was excavated, and shell and 1 plain potsherd were recovered
(Provenience 11, Lot 9). Feature 59 appears along with the other Mapping Unit 5 features in
Figure 71.

Feature 64-A and 64-B

These two features were located in Mapping Unit 3 (see Figure 69). Feature 64-B had
two post holes located within it. Only feature 64-A was recorded on a feature form. It measured
122.7 centimeters (north-south) by 68 centimeters (east-west) and when excavated, went to a
depth of 77 centimeters below the surface of the scraped area. Artifacts from Feature 64
(presumably A and B) were recorded as Provenience 8, Lot 12, and included the following: 9
unidentified quartz debris, 1 light (Coastal Plain) chert flakes and 2 chert debris, 5 unworked
steatite fragments and 5 ounces “other stone.”

Other Features

The remaining features were only drawn within the mapping units. What is known about
them is summarized below in Table X. No further descriptions are available. Features 51-58
were located in Mapping Unit 3 (Figure 69). Features 60-63, and 65-71 were in Mapping Unit 5
(Figure 71). Features 72-76 were in Mapping Unit 6 (Figure 72). Feature 77-82 were located in
Mapping Unit 8 (Figure 74). Feature 83 was in Mapping Unit 7 (Figure 73), and Feature 84-88

were in Mapping Unit 4 (Figure 70).
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Table 6: Summary Features Found in Mapping Units

Excavated
Feature | Mapping Depth Size N- | Size E- Provenien
Number Unit North South (cm) S(cm) | W (cm) Description ce Lot
circular stain surrounded
32 1 329.7 98.7 77 70 97 by fired clay 3 2
circular stain surrounded
33 1 331.5 101.8 98 90 100 by fired clay 3 3
34 1 335.2 105.9 83 70 80 circular pit 3 4
35 1 335.5 106.5 110 56 55 circular pit 3 5
37 2 331.5 121 - 46 30 pot feature 7 1
38 2 331 159.3 - 51 60 dark stain 7 -
dark irregular stain with
39 2 344.2 155.7 - 94 66 baked clay, possible tree 7 3
dark irregular stain with
40 2 328.8 149.3 - 65 55 baked clay 7 -
circular dark stain with
41 2 329.9 146.5 - 57 58 charcoal flecks 7 -
circular dark stain with
42 2 331.1 144.6 - 42 50 charcoal flecks 7 -
43 2 336.8 143.9 - 43 50 irregular dark stain 7 -
44 2 335.4 142.4 - 22 40 irregular dark stain 7 -
45 2 137.4 1435 - 40 60 irregular dark stain 7 -
irregular dark stain with
46 2 330.6 142.4 - 32 67 charcoal flecks 7 -
irregular dark stain with
47 2 334.1 134.4 - 40 70 charcoal flecks 7 -
irregular dark stain with
48 2 328 122.7 23 100 95 fired clay 7 4
postmold within Feature
48-A 2 see plan | see plan 92 - - 48 7 4
deep circular stain within
48-B 2 see plan | see plan 73 - - Feature 48 7 4
irregular dark stain with
fired clay and charcoal
49 2 336 126.5 - 80 110 flecks 7 -
50 4 see map | see map 17.5 250 225 - 9 2
51 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
52 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
53 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
54 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
55 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
56 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
57 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
58 3 see map | see map - - - - 8 -
irregular dark stain with
59 5 195.2 230.4 - 46 40 pot sherds and shell 11 9
irregular dark stain with
60 5 see map | see map - 51 48 burnt corn 11 -
61 5 see map | see map - 61 67 circular dark stain 11 -
62 see map | see map - 60 57 circular dark stain 11 -
irregular dark stain with
63 5 see map | see map - 70 91 burnt clay 11 -
64-A 3 see map | see map 122.7 68 - 8 12

105




Excavated

Feature | Mapping Depth Size N- | Size E- Provenien
Number Unit North South (cm) S(cm) | W (cm) Description ce Lot
64-B 3 see map | see map - 8 12
65 5 see map | see map - 80 75 circular dark stain 11 -
circular dark stain
66 5 see map | see map - 54 49 rimmed with charcoal 11 -
67 5 see map | see map - 35 36 circular dark stain 11 -
68 5 see map | see map - 60 58 circular dark stain 11 -
69 5 see map | see map - 58 60 circular dark stain 11 -
irregular dark stain with
70 5 see map | see map - 60 140 charcoal 11 -
circular dark stain with
71 5 see map | see map - 29 29 burnt corn 11 -
72 6 see map | see map - - - irregular dark stain 11 -
73 6 see map | see map - - - oblong dark stain 11 -
74 6 see map | see map - - - circular dark stain 11 -
75 6 see map | see map - - - irregular dark stain 11 -
76 6 see map | see map - - - irregular dark stain 11 -
irregular dark stain
77 8 see map | see map - 46 48 charcoal 14 -
78 8 see map | see map - 38 42 irregular dark stain 14 -
79 8 see map | see map - 38 45 circular charcoal 14 -
80 8 see map | see map - 37 32 circular charcoal 14 -
81 8 see map | see map - 57 46 circular charcoal stain 14 -
irregular dark charcoal
82 8 see map | see map - 40 70 stain 14 -
83 7 see map | see map - 66 100 irregular dark stain 13 -
irregular dark stain with
84 4 see map | see map - 101 97 charcoal 10 -
85 4 see map | see map - 55 57 large dark circular stain 10 -
large circular stain
mottled with dark streaks
and spots of orange and
86 4 see map | see map - 62 63 red clay 10 -
87 4 see map | see map - 60 50 dark irregular stain 10 -
irregular dark stain with
88 4 see map | see map - 65 47 charcoal 10 -
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Postholes

There were 395 numbered postholes drawn within the eight Mapping Units on the
original field drawings. 360 labeled postholes appear on the edited final Mapping Unit maps,
which formed the basis of the figures in this report (Figures 67-74). In the figures the posts are
not labeled and appear as small gray colored circles. There were also 15 features labeled ‘C.S.’,
which could variously stand for “clay surface” or “charcoal stain,” and it is unfortunately not
clear which. These appear on Figures 66 through 73 as small outlined areas filled with light
colored dots. The outlines of the other Mapping Unit Features as well as any previously
recorded Test Pit Features within the mapping units are also shown, these are filled with diagonal
lines.

As with the test unit features, most mapping unit features were not excavated, including
the majority of the postholes. Designation as postholes in some cases may have been inaccurate.
The possibility exists that some of these dark stains within the scraped areas may not have been
posts, but rather trees, roots, or rodent burrows. Four postholes were excavated in Mapping Unit
5: Postholes 38, 60, 65, and 75 (Provenience 11, Lots: 7, 8, 10 and 11, respectively).
Unfortunately descriptions and profile drawings for these excavated posts were absent from the
field notes.

The diameters of most posts were recorded on the original mapping unit field drawings.
In the cases where such measurements were missing or not recorded, estimates were derived
from the drawings themselves. A histogram of the posthole diameters is presented in Figure 65.
Most postholes were 20 to 40 centimeters in diameter. The few that were very large or small

may have been mistakenly identified as posts.
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Figure 65: Histogram of estimated posthole diameters derived from descriptions and Mapping Unit Drawings.

During the Late Mississippian, square, semi-subterranean structures were widespread,
occurring throughout Georgia and neighboring states (Hally 2002). This type of structure is
exemplified by houses at the King site in northwestern Georgia (Hally 2008), but this type also
occurred in the Oconee Valley at the Dyar site 9GE5 (Smith 1994). In the uplands, Lamar
habitation sites in the Oconee drainage have circular posthole patterns indicative of round house
structures, as well as smaller rectangular outbuildings (Hally 2002, Williams 2006).

No structures, round or rectangular, were discernable from the pattern of post molds
during excavations at 9MG73. The absence of clearly defined structures was likely one of the
reasons 9MG73 languished without a proper report (Personal communication, Mark Williams).
If structures existed at 9IMG73, they may have been outside the stripped areas, or evidence of
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them was obscured by missing or incorrectly identified ‘posts.” The post locations, diameters
and descriptions are presented in Appendix H, and are mapped in Figures 67-74 at the end of the

chapter.

Feature Distribution and Maps

Although no structures were identified, some general patterns in feature distribution were
recognized. While the Mapping Units were not all directly comparable because of their varying
area, some clearly had higher feature densities than others. The variation seems to partially
correspond with sherd density across the site. In general, Mapping Units in higher ceramic
concentration areas had more postholes and features.

The first mechanical scrape (Mapping Unit 1 and 2) crossed through the northern section
of the site, where Lamar ceramics were lightly distributed. A total of 73 postholes were recorded
in Mapping Units 1 and 2. Strips two and three (Mapping Units 3-6) crossed through the central
area of high ceramic artifact density. Mapping Units 3 and 4 had 125 postholes, Mapping Units 5
and 6 totaled 114. The fourth mechanically scrapped trench (Mapping Units 7 and 8) was in the
southern portion of the site where ceramic density was light, and 82 total postholes were
recorded within. Some of this variation is due to the unevenly sized areas of the Mapping Units
(Figures 67-74), yet the posthole density was clearly highest in portions of Mapping Units 4 and
5 in the central region of the site.

The surface ceramic density contour map has been overlaid on Mapping Units 3-6 in
Figure 66. As was noted in Chapter 3, the central high ceramic area had an interesting pattern,
with a denser ‘ring’ of sherds surrounding a lower density area. It is a common cultural pattern
for refuse areas to encircle habitation sites. At the Monroe site (9PM1428), a Lamar period

upland habitation site, the main house structure was found in the lower ceramic density center of
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a “doughnut” of high ceramic density (Williams 2006). However, strip 3 cuts through the
eastern and central portion of IMG73’s “doughnut,” and the feature pattern was not as expected.
Mapping Unit 5 in the high ceramic density area has the most postholes (N=94) of any mapping
unit, while Mapping Unit 6 in the “doughnut-hole” has very few features and posts (20
postholes) and certainly no evidence of a house structure. Alternatively, the limited number of
features and artifacts in this area may be indicative of a plaza if the surrounding areas were
occupied contemporaneously.

One difficulty in relating the mapping unit feature patterns to Provenience 1 ceramic
information was that the surface collection data had very low 10x10 meter resolution, and had
certainly been impacted to some degree by plowing. At such low resolution, smaller-scale
patterns in ceramic distribution are not visible. At the Monroe site, the house structure in the
low-density area was within 10 meters of the highest density area (Williams 2006). A similar

pattern at 9MG73 could have been missed due to the large size of the collection units.
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Chapter VI

MISCELLANEOUS PROVENIENCES

Provenience 4: Steatite Outcrop

Early during 1977 fieldwork, a local man informed Dean Wood of an area just beyond
the site known to local pot hunters. Wood investigated the area and found it to be an upland
soapstone outcrop adjacent to the road. During the summer field season, graduate student Dan
Elliott led excavations in this area between July 11 and July 19th. It became known informally
as the “Dan Elliott site,” (Mark Williams, personal communication), although at the time it
appears not to have been given a separate site number. The artifacts collected from the outcrop
area were recorded, analyzed, and catalogued as Provenience 4 of IMG73.

Five test units were excavated at the steatite outcrop. Provenience 4 Lot 1 was a 3x2
meter unit, Lots 2, 4, and 5 were 2x2 meter units and Lot 3 was a 1x1 meter unit. Provenience 4
Lot 1 contained decayed shell fragments and dark soil in its northwestern profile. This Test Pit
also yielded the most artifacts. Two large palm-sized sherds were found at the base of a large
steatite boulder within this unit. The total prehistoric ceramic recovery from this unit included:
33 plain body sherds, 1 fine incised, 3 burnished plain, 4 rough plain, 3 weathered, and one
broken scalloped rim. Lithics were found as well, including: 1 quartz biface, 3 quartz flakes, 5
steatite vessel fragments, 4 unworked steatite fragments, 2 pounds 6 ounces of “fire creaked
rock,” and 5 pounds 7 ounces of “other stone.” Shell and historic artifacts (9 pieces of clear
glass) were also recovered. The remainder of the test pits at the outcrop yielded fewer artifacts;

these are listed in Table 7.
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Lot | Description Ceramics Lithics Other
7 plain grit tempered
2 | test pit body sherds 1 quartz unifacial tool 4 clear glass and shell
1 quartz unifacial tool, 1 quartz
3 | test pit none flake, 1 light chert flake none
4 | test pit none 1 quartz core, 2 quartz flakes | none
11b 2 oz. "other
1 plain grit tempered stone”, shell, and
5 | test pit body sherd 1 unworked steatite fragment | mica
Surface
6 | finds 1 unidentified decoration | 2 unidentified quartz debries | none

Table 7: Provenience 4 artifacts, Lots 2-6

Unfortunately the exact locations of these test units in relation to 9MG73’s grid have

been lost. There are indications that this information was recorded (as Mapping Unit 9), but it

could not be found for this report. The overview map shows the general location of the quarry

(see Chapter 2, Figure 5). A sketch map in the field notes also indicated a location south of the

main portion of 9MG73 for the steatite outcrop, on the other side of Blue Springs Road. 19

auger holes were excavated in an attempt to find the limits of the steatite outcrop. In most of

these tests they failed to hit bedrock, and therefore determined the steatite outcrop to be rather

small.

This work at this outcrop is briefly mentioned in Dan Elliott’s 1980 master’s thesis on

soapstone outcrops in the Oconee Valley (page 58):

“A series of badly disturbed outcrops were located in the vicinity

of Swords, Georgia... One site, 9Mg73, located adjacent to these

soapstone outcrops was extensively excavated but few soapstone

artifacts other than unworked hunks were found. Several test

excavations were made at the soapstone outcrops but these tests
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yielded almost no cultural information. The outcrop had been so
badly bulldozed that all traces of quarrying were gone.”

A nearby site recorded in the Georgia Archaeological Site File as site IMG194, is
characterized as a possible steatite quarry near 9MG73. It was initially thought this may have
been the same outcrop as the “Dan Elliott site”, but appears to be in a different location, to the
west of IMG73. 9IMG194 was impacted by the boat ramp construction. From these neighboring
outcrops and the quantity of un-worked soapstone found in the surface collection of 9IMG73 (see
Chapter 3, Figure 30), it is clear that the ridge upon which 9MG73 is situated is naturally rich in
steatite. Unfortunately, due to damage and disturbance, 9MG73 and its neighboring steatite
outcrops provide little cultural information regarding how this resource was quarried and utilized

by prehistoric people.

Figure 75: A Test Unit excavated at the steatite quarry across Blue Springs Road. These excavations were recorded
as 9MG73 Provenience 4.
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Proveniences 5 and 12: General Surface Collection

After the systematic surface collection and the beginning of large excavations at the site,
artifacts churned up and exposed by the heavy machinery were collected unsystematically in a
general surface collection. Provenience 5 Lot 1 was a quartz projectile point found on the
surface after drag pan scrapping on July 1, 1977. It was found within the 10 meter surface
collection square with a southwest corner located at 220N 190 East. Provenience 5 Lot 2 was an
ovate shaped quartz biface. Provenience 5 Lot 3 was a projectile point found while scrapping
Mapping Unit 3 (according to the field notes), that was missing at the time of artifact analysis.
Proveninece 5 Lot 4 was another quartz biface found on the surface. Provenience 12 Lot 1 was

the broken tip of a quartz biface.

Provenience 6: 8x4 meter trench

Test Pits 446-19 and 465-10 in the southern portion of the site each had dark midden-like
soil at the base level of their initial excavations. These two test pits were expanded to form an
8x4 meter pit (Figure 76). This work began on July 6 and continued until July 11", The large
trench was initially taken down to a depth of 20 cm. It is at this depth the dark soil first
appeared. A one meter wide trench along the eastern side of the unit was taken down further to a
depth of 46 centimeters. A 1x1 meter portion in the southeastern corner was taken down to 62
centimeters below the surface. The only artifacts recorded were 14 pieces of unworked steatite,
12 ounces of fire cracked rock, and 2 ounces of “other stone” (Provenience 6, Lot 1). Other than
the description of its excavation and the artifacts collected, nothing else was recorded about this

unit. If the horizontal or vertical extent of the dark soil was discovered, it was not recorded.
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Figure 76: 8x4 meter trench extension of Test Pits 465-10 and 446-19 (grid in meters).

124



Proveniences 3, 7 through 11, 13 and 14: Mapping Unit Artifacts

Proveniences 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 were artifacts from the Mapping Units 1 through 6, or
the features excavated within those units (see Chapter 5, Table 4). Many lot numbers from these
Proveniences have already been presented in Chapter 5, including all of Provenience 3 (Table 5),
Provenience 7 Lots 1, 3 and 4 (Features 37, 39, and 48), Provenience 8 Lot 12 (Feature 64), all of
Provenience 9 (Feature 50), and Provenience 11 Lot 9 (Feature 59).

It was not well-established where Lots 7 through 11 in Provenience 11 belonged. Like
Lot 9, they may all have been from features, however most Mapping Unit 5 Features were not
excavated and did not have feature forms (except Feature 59). Provenience 11 Lot number 7
contained 4 plain grit tempered body sherds. Provenience 11 Lot 8 contained 1 plain noded rim
sherd and 1 broken quartz biface. Provenience 11 Lot 10 contained 13 plain body sherds, 1
simple stamped, 1 complicated stamped, and 2 plain rims, one of which was folded and
punctuated. Lot 11 of Provenience 11 was one plain grit tempered body sherd. Proveniences 13
and 14 were empty, as no artifacts were recovered from Mapping Units 7 and 8.

The remaining lot numbers of Proveniences 7 through 11 were artifacts recovered from
the floor of the Mapping Units during cleaning. The artifacts are listed below in Table 8. For
many of these finds, their locations were plotted on the original field drawings of the mapping
units. These were given “tool numbers,” like posthole features were given “PH” numbers. The
known coordinates for these are presented in Table 9. This data is probably useless because

these artifacts were undoubtedly pushed around by the drag pan operations or earlier plowing.
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Table 8: Artifacts collected from the floors of mapping unit trenches.

Provenience | Lot | Mapping unit Aurtifact Description(s)
7 2 2 "white" (coastal plain) chert projectile point
8 1 3 unidentified ground steatite
8 2 3 quartz projectile point
8 3 3 guartz projectile point
8 4 3 quartz broken biface (tip)

8 5 3 quartz projectile point

8 6 3 guartz broken biface (tip)

8 7 3 quartz projectile point

8 8 3 quartz projectile point

8 9 3 quartz projectile point

8 10 3 guartz broken biface (haft)

8 11 3 quartz broken biface (end)

8 13 3 quartz broken biface (tip)

8 14 3 unidentified light chert debris

10 1 4 quartz broken biface (tip)

10 2 4 quartz projectile point

10 3 4 quartz broken biface (tip)

10 4 4 light (coastal plain) chert broken biface (midsection)
10 5 4 guartz broken biface (haft)

10 6 4 guartz biface (cordiform)

10 7 4 guartz biface (ovate)

10 8 4 guartz biface (cordiform)

10 9 4 quartz projectile point

10 10 4 quartz broken biface (tip)

11 1 5or6 light (coastal plain) chert projectile point
11 2 50r6 light (coastal plain) chert projectile point
11 3 50r6 quartz projectile point

11 4 50r6 quartz biface (rhomboid-shaped)

11 5 50r6 dark (ridge and valley) chert unifacial tool
11 6 5o0r6 guartz unifacial tool

13 none 7 no artifacts

14 none 8 no artifacts
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Table 9: Known coordinates of lithic tools within the mapping units.

Provenience Lot Mapping Unit | Tool Number | East coord. | North coord. Description
8 - 3 2 224.1 231.4 -
8 - 3 20 232.9 229.9 -
8 - 3 24 229.1 228.7 -
8 - 3 25 227.6 228 -
8 - 3 26 226.3 226 -
8 - 3 37 214.9 230.3 -
8 - 3 48 208.7 225.4 -
8 - 3 51 209 236.9 -
8 - 3 56 203 234 -
10 9 4 15 193 236.3 quartz ppk
10 3 4 31 184.2 236.3 quartz ppk
10 4 4 33 181.3 235.3 chert tool
10 5 4 74 178.2 232 black chert ppk
10 6 4 78 173.7 236.3 quartz tool
10 7 4 81 171.4 236.1 quartz tool
11 1 5 1 225.3 196.3 chert ppk
11 2 5 2 225.2 196.2 chert ppk
11 3 5 3 222 187.8 quartz ppk
11 4 5 4 221.7 187.7 quartz tool
11 5 5 5 2134 188.5 black chert tool
11 6 5 6 204 195.5 quartz tool
12 1 6 1 196.1 194.7 quartz ppk
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Chapter VII

CONCLUSIONS

During the Wallace Reservoir survey, 9MG73 was recognized for its large size (Fish and
Hally, 1983), which may have in part inspired the additional excavations at the site. Work in the
Oconee Valley since excavations at 9IMG73 has provided a much clearer picture of the regional
Mississippian settlement system (Williams and Shapiro 1996) than was available in the late
1970’s. 9MG73’s role in this settlement system of mound centers and dispersed farmsteads was
not immediately apparent, as it was larger than many known farmstead sites in the region but
obviously not a mound center.

Bruce Smith’s 1978 paper on Mississippian settlement patterns was one of the first to
suggest that, among dispersed Mississippian settlement systems in the Southeast, there may have
been intermediate sites serving as “local centers.” A possibility in the Oconee Valley is that such
sites may exist in the form of ceremonial gathering sites, where the surrounding households
would gather yearly in a ritual similar to the historically known Busk ceremonies among the
Creek Indians. Mark Williams (2005) has identified Bullard Bottom (9PM169) along the Little
River in Putnam County as a potential ceremonial site of this type.

The intriguing possibility that Swords Bridge may be another such ceremonial site served
as a working hypothesis and motivating factor in writing this report, three decades after
excavations. Such an approach to explanation seemed appropriate, as it would help account for
9MG73’s unusual intermediate size. However, no definitive evidence to support this theory was
found at 9MG73. Instead, in examining phase-diagnostic ceramic artifact distributions across the
site, another possible explanation has now presented itself. The wide distribution of surface

ceramics at 9IMG73 may be explained by small overlapping settlements of different age, each
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closer in size to known farmsteads. However, neither of these proposed explanations for SIMG73
is supported by any “smoking gun” evidence.

The features found at 9MG73 provide few clues. The lack of burials at IMG73 is
curious. Most Lamar habitation sites, from large villages to small single-household farmsteads,
are known to have burials. It is possible they were present at the site and simply not exposed by
excavations. It could also be considered an indication of brevity of occupation. A third
possibility is that 9MG73 was not a year-round habitation site, but rather a communal ceremonial
site. The Bullard Bottom site, identified by Williams (2005) as a potential Busk ceremonial site,
had only a few infant burials, as did the Copeland site (Williams 2010).

Negative burial evidence is insufficient to draw such conclusions, however. Large round
council-house structures were present at Bullard Bottom, Copeland, and Joe Bell (Williams,
1983) sites. No such structures, nor any structures, were identified among the posthole patterns
at Swords Bridge. Again, lack of evidence does not conclusively indicate large structures did not
exist, and not identifying one could simply be due to incomplete excavations. Regardless, the
features at 9IMG73 offer no definitive evidence as to the site’s overall function or purpose.

The surface collection, and the information it provides on artifact distribution across the
site, may be the best line of evidence for drawing any conclusions about 9MG73. The area
collected was large. Ceramic artifacts span most of the 485 10-meter surface collection units,
covering an area over 250 meters wide. Furthermore, the site boundaries were never clearly
defined, and cultural material could have continued beyond the surface collection area an
additional unknown distance. Within the surveyed area two sherd concentrations were apparent,
one centered around 200 North, 215 East on the grid, approximately 175-200 meters long and

100 meters wide, another centered around 350 North, 150 East spanning at least 100 meters. By

129



comparison, shovel testing at the Monroe site (Williams 2006) suggested 40-50 meter wide areas
of ceramic coverage for a small farmstead site.

However, within the large central concentration at 9IMG73, the distribution of early
Lamar artifacts such as cane punctated rims and Morgan Incised sherds was restricted more to
the southeastern portion. This large expanse of pottery may represent a series of two or more
short-lived, overlapping occupations. If so, the size of the site at any given time could have been
smaller while still accounting for the total large ceramic distribution.

The extent of the early Lamar pottery within the central portion of the site is confined to
an area approximately 100 meters across. While still large, this area is closer in size to known
farmsteads. Differences in field methods could potentially account for the remainder of the size
discrepancy between 9MG73 and farmsteads like the Monroe site, since the former was surface
collected in a plowed field while the later was shovel tested in a vegetated area. At 9MG73, the
northern ceramic concentration and the distribution across the road at 9IMG94 may represent
additional separate individual farmstead sites.

As a New Archaeology experiment in archaeological method, 9MG73 produced some
interesting and potentially useful results. The then-novel method of systematic surface collection
provided perhaps the most useful set of data from 9MG73. As has been discussed, patterns
revealed in ceramic distribution helped in exploring the nature of the Late Mississippian
occupation(s). The surface collection also helped better define the center and extent of the
Archaic components by revealing that flaked stone artifacts tended to be concentrated on the
higher portion of the site’s low ridge.

The surface collection and excavations also revealed that artifact density on the surface

corresponded to sub-surface artifact density. Ceramic distribution maps based on the surface
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collection and test units revealed the same basic distribution patterns across the site. This
‘discovery’ is perhaps less exciting today than it may have been in 1977, but it may still be
useful. Future researchers could use the Provenience 1 surface collection data and the
Provenience 2 test pit data to further quantify this relationship by directly comparing surface and
subsurface artifact ratios across the site. The results may be applicable to other plowed terrace
sites in the Oconee Valley in helping to provide preliminary estimates of artifact yields from test
pits based on surface collection information.

Another methodological lesson-learned from 9MG73 was the relative efficacy of
mechanical scrapping versus test pit excavations for finding features. The necessity of opening
large excavation blocks on Late Mississippian sites has been demonstrated at other sites in the
region as well. In the testing phase of cultural resource management projects, test unit
excavations are too often considered sufficient for assessing whether subsurface features are
present. 9MG73 serves as an illustration that test pits can be woefully inadequate for this
purpose. Mechanical stripping revealed hundreds of features in the vicinity of test pits that had
produced none.

33 years have passed since the last fieldwork was conducted at 9MG73. Due to the
subsequent inundation, paving, and destruction, additional fieldwork is improbable. Future
investigators may try shovel testing the small island or narrow strip of land between Blue
Springs road and Lake Oconee, but the majority of the site is certainly lost forever. The 1970’s
data is essentially all that remains. The most important purpose of this report is therefore to

provide a record of this data, and to preserve it for the future.
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Appendix A: Elevation Points

easting | northing | elevation

60 240 130.46
80 320 131.96
80 340 132.08
80 360 132.25

100 360 132.34
100 340 131.96
100 320 131.8

100 300 131.75
100 280 131.79
100 260 131.83
120 260 132.24
120 280 132.09
120 300 131.86
120 320 131.84
120 340 131.91
120 360 132.23
140 360 132.32
140 340 132.04
140 320 131.9

140 300 131.8

140 280 132.41
140 260 132.47
160 260 132.63
160 280 132.45
160 300 131.98
160 320 132.07
160 340 132.37
160 360 132.48
180 340 132.34
180 320 132.01
180 300 131.96
180 280 132.4

180 260 132.66
200 260 132.63
200 280 132.03
200 300 131.63
200 320 131.98
220 260 132.18
240 260 131.94
80 240 130.76
100 240 131.44
120 240 132.09
140 240 132.44
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easting | northing | elevation
160 240 132.64
180 240 132.66
200 240 132.57
220 240 132.54
240 240 132.61
260 240 132.78
280 240 132.63
320 240 131.44
260 220 132.59
240 220 132.47
220 220 132.6
200 220 132.65
180 220 132.69
160 220 132.68
140 220 132.64
120 220 132.27
100 220 131.31
100 200 131.3
120 200 132.13
140 200 132.61
160 200 132.74
180 200 132.83
200 200 132.73
220 200 1325
240 200 132.19
260 200 131.72
260 180 131.34
240 180 131.89
220 180 132.42
200 180 132.81
180 180 132.89
160 180 132.81
140 180 132.66
120 180 132.14
100 180 131.53
100 160 132.12
120 160 132.63
140 160 133.1
160 160 133.01
180 160 132.78
200 160 132.32
220 160 132.02
240 160 131.57
260 160 131.33
220 140 131.58
200 140 131.85
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easting | northing | elevation
180 140 132.39
160 140 132.97
140 140 133.32
120 140 133.14
100 140 132.57
120 120 133.72
140 120 133.34
160 120 132.68
180 120 132.08
140 100 133.19
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Appendix B: Provenience 1 (Surface Collection Units) Coordinates and Collection Status

SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
1 160 230 165 235 positive positive
2 160 220 165 225 positive positive
3 170 220 175 225 positive positive
4 170 230 175 235 positive positive
5 180 230 185 235 positive positive
6 180 220 185 225 positive positive
7 190 220 195 225 positive positive
8 190 230 195 235 positive positive
9 200 230 205 235 positive positive
10 200 220 205 225 positive positive
11 210 220 215 225 positive positive
12 210 230 215 235 positive positive
13 220 230 225 235 positive positive
14 220 220 225 225 positive positive
15 230 220 235 225 positive positive
16 230 230 235 235 positive positive
17 240 230 245 235 negative positive
18 240 220 245 225 positive negative
19 250 220 255 225 positive positive
20 250 230 255 235 positive negative
21 260 230 265 235 negative positive
22 260 220 265 225 positive positive
23 270 220 275 225 positive positive
24 270 230 275 235 negative positive
25 280 230 285 235 positive positive
26 280 220 285 225 positive positive
27 290 220 295 225 positive positive
28 290 230 295 235 positive positive
29 300 230 305 235 positive positive
30 300 220 305 225 positive positive
31 310 220 315 225 negative negative
32 310 230 315 235 negative negative
34 140 230 145 235 positive positive
35 140 220 145 225 positive positive
36 150 220 155 225 positive positive
37 150 230 155 235 positive positive
39 120 230 125 235 positive positive
40 120 220 125 225 positive positive
41 130 220 135 225 positive positive
42 130 230 135 235 positive positive
43 100 230 105 235 positive negative
44 100 220 105 225 positive positive
45 110 220 115 225 positive negative
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center

Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
46 110 230 115 235 positive positive
47 80 230 85 235 negative negative
48 80 220 85 225 positive positive
49 90 220 95 225 positive negative
50 90 230 95 235 negative positive
51 not collected not collected
52 280 240 285 245 negative positive
53 270 240 275 245 negative positive
54 270 250 275 255 negative positive
55 260 240 265 245 negative positive
56 260 250 265 255 negative positive
57 250 240 255 245 negative positive
58 not collected not collected
59 240 240 245 245 negative positive
60 240 250 245 255 negative positive
61 230 240 235 245 positive positive
62 230 250 235 255 positive positive
63 220 240 225 245 positive positive
64 220 250 225 255 positive positive
65 210 240 215 245 negative positive
66 210 250 215 255 positive positive
67 200 240 205 245 positive positive
68 200 250 205 255 positive negative
69 190 240 195 245 positive positive
70 190 250 195 255 positive positive
71 180 240 185 245 positive positive
72 180 250 185 255 positive positive
73 170 240 175 245 positive positive
74 170 250 175 255 positive positive
75 160 240 165 245 positive negative
76 160 250 165 255 positive positive
77 150 240 155 245 positive positive
78 150 250 155 255 positive positive
79 140 240 145 245 positive positive
80 140 250 145 255 positive positive
81 130 240 135 245 positive positive
82 130 250 135 255 positive positive
83 120 240 125 245 positive positive
84 120 250 125 255 positive negative
85 110 240 115 245 positive positive
86 110 250 115 255 negative positive
87 100 240 105 245 positive positive
88 100 250 105 255 positive positive
89 90 240 95 245 negative positive
90 90 250 95 255 negative positive
91 80 240 85 245 negative positive
92 80 250 85 255 negative positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
93 not collected not collected
94 240 260 245 265 positive positive
95 230 260 235 265 negative positive
96 220 260 225 265 negative positive
97 220 270 225 275 negative negative
98 210 260 215 265 negative negative
99 210 270 215 275 negative negative
100 200 260 205 265 positive positive
101 200 270 205 275 negative positive
102 190 260 195 265 positive positive
103 190 270 195 275 negative positive
104 180 260 185 265 negative positive
105 180 270 185 275 positive positive
106 170 260 175 265 negative positive
107 170 270 175 275 negative positive
108 160 260 165 265 negative positive
109 160 270 165 275 negative positive
110 150 260 155 265 negative positive
111 150 270 155 275 negative positive
112 140 260 145 265 positive positive
113 140 270 145 275 positive positive
114 130 260 135 265 positive positive
115 130 270 135 275 positive positive
116 120 260 125 265 negative positive
117 120 270 125 275 positive positive
118 110 260 115 265 positive positive
119 110 270 115 275 negative positive
120 100 260 105 265 positive positive
121 100 270 105 275 negative positive
122 90 260 95 265 negative positive
123 90 270 95 275 negative positive
124 80 260 85 265 negative positive
125 80 270 85 275 negative positive
126 210 280 215 285 negative positive
127 210 290 215 295 negative negative
128 200 290 205 295 negative positive
129 200 280 205 285 positive positive
130 190 280 195 285 negative positive
131 190 290 195 295 negative positive
132 180 290 185 295 negative negative
133 180 280 185 285 positive positive
134 170 280 175 285 positive positive
135 170 290 175 295 positive negative
136 160 290 165 295 positive negative
137 160 280 165 285 positive positive
138 150 280 155 285 positive positive
139 150 290 155 295 positive negative
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
140 140 280 145 285 positive positive
141 140 290 145 295 positive positive
142 130 280 135 285 positive positive
143 130 290 135 295 negative positive
144 120 290 125 295 positive positive
145 120 280 125 285 positive positive
146 110 280 115 285 negative positive
147 110 290 115 295 positive negative
148 100 290 105 295 positive positive
149 100 280 105 285 negative negative
150 90 280 95 285 negative positive
151 90 290 95 295 negative positive
152 80 290 85 295 positive positive
153 80 280 85 285 positive positive
154 70 290 75 295 negative positive
155 210 300 215 305 negative positive
156 210 310 215 315 negative positive
157 200 310 205 315 positive positive
158 200 300 205 305 positive negative
159 190 300 195 305 positive positive
160 190 310 195 315 positive negative
161 180 310 185 315 positive positive
162 180 300 185 305 positive positive
163 170 300 175 305 negative negative
164 170 310 175 315 positive positive
165 160 310 165 315 positive negative
166 160 300 165 305 positive positive
167 150 300 155 305 positive negative
168 150 310 155 315 positive positive
169 140 310 145 315 positive positive
170 140 300 145 305 positive positive
171 130 300 135 305 positive positive
172 130 310 135 315 positive positive
173 120 310 125 315 negative negative
174 120 300 125 305 positive positive
175 110 300 115 305 negative negative
176 110 310 115 315 negative negative
177 100 310 105 315 negative positive
178 100 300 105 305 positive positive
179 90 300 95 305 negative positive
180 90 310 95 315 negative positive
181 80 310 85 315 positive positive
182 80 300 85 305 negative positive
183 70 300 75 305 negative positive
184 70 310 75 315 positive positive
185 60 310 65 315 positive positive
186 60 300 65 305 negative negative
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
187 190 320 195 325 positive positive
188 190 330 195 335 negative positive
189 180 330 185 335 positive positive
190 180 320 185 325 positive positive
191 170 320 175 325 positive positive
192 170 330 175 335 positive negative
193 160 330 165 335 positive positive
194 160 320 165 325 positive positive
195 150 320 155 325 positive positive
196 150 330 155 335 positive positive
197 140 330 145 335 positive positive
198 140 320 145 325 positive positive
199 130 320 135 325 positive positive
200 130 330 135 335 positive negative
201 120 330 125 335 positive positive
202 120 320 125 325 positive positive
203 110 320 115 325 negative positive
204 110 330 115 335 negative positive
205 100 330 105 335 negative positive
206 100 320 105 325 negative positive
207 90 320 95 325 negative positive
208 90 330 95 335 negative positive
209 80 330 85 335 positive positive
210 80 320 85 325 negative positive
211 70 320 75 325 negative positive
212 70 330 75 335 positive positive
213 60 330 65 335 negative positive
214 60 320 65 325 negative positive
215 180 340 185 345 positive positive
216 170 350 175 355 positive positive
217 170 340 175 345 positive positive
218 160 340 165 345 positive positive
219 160 350 165 355 positive positive
220 150 350 155 355 positive positive
221 150 340 155 345 positive positive
222 140 340 145 345 negative negative
223 140 350 145 355 positive positive
224 130 350 135 355 positive positive
225 130 340 135 345 positive positive
226 120 340 125 345 positive negative
227 120 350 125 355 positive positive
228 110 350 115 355 positive positive
229 110 340 115 345 positive positive
230 100 340 105 345 positive positive
231 100 350 105 355 positive positive
232 90 350 95 355 positive positive
233 90 340 95 345 negative positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
234 80 340 85 345 negative positive
235 80 350 85 355 positive positive
236 70 350 75 355 negative positive
237 70 340 75 345 negative positive
238 60 340 65 345 negative positive
239 150 360 155 365 positive positive
240 140 360 145 365 positive positive
241 130 360 135 365 positive positive
242 120 370 125 375 positive positive
243 120 360 125 365 positive positive
244 110 360 115 365 positive positive
245 110 370 115 375 positive positive
246 100 370 105 375 positive positive
247 100 360 105 365 positive positive
248 90 360 95 365 positive positive
249 80 360 85 365 positive positive
250 not collected not collected
251 330 210 335 215 negative positive
252 330 200 335 205 negative positive
253 320 200 325 205 positive positive
254 320 210 325 215 positive positive
255 310 210 315 215 negative positive
256 310 200 315 205 positive positive
257 300 200 305 205 positive positive
258 300 210 305 215 positive positive
259 290 210 295 215 positive positive
260 290 200 295 205 positive positive
261 280 200 285 205 positive positive
262 280 210 285 215 positive positive
263 270 210 275 215 positive positive
264 270 200 275 205 positive positive
265 260 200 265 205 positive positive
266 260 210 265 215 positive positive
267 250 210 255 215 positive positive
268 250 200 255 205 positive positive
269 240 200 245 205 positive positive
270 240 210 245 215 positive positive
271 230 210 235 215 positive positive
272 230 200 235 205 positive positive
273 220 200 225 205 positive positive
274 220 210 225 215 positive positive
275 210 210 215 215 positive positive
276 210 200 215 205 positive positive
277 200 200 205 205 positive positive
278 200 210 205 215 positive positive
279 190 210 195 215 positive positive
280 190 200 195 205 positive positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
281 180 200 185 205 positive positive
282 180 210 185 215 positive positive
283 170 210 175 215 positive positive
284 170 200 175 205 positive positive
285 160 200 165 205 positive positive
286 160 210 165 215 positive positive
287 150 210 155 215 positive positive
288 150 200 155 205 positive positive
289 140 200 145 205 positive positive
290 140 210 145 215 negative positive
291 130 210 135 215 negative positive
292 130 200 135 205 positive positive
293 120 200 125 205 positive positive
294 120 210 125 215 positive positive
295 110 210 115 215 positive positive
296 110 200 115 205 positive positive
297 100 200 105 205 positive positive
298 100 210 105 215 negative positive
299 not collected not collected
300 not collected not collected
301 not collected not collected
302 not collected not collected
303 330 190 335 195 positive positive
304 330 180 335 185 negative negative
305 320 180 325 185 positive negative
306 320 190 325 195 positive positive
307 310 190 315 195 positive positive
308 310 180 315 185 negative positive
309 300 180 305 185 positive positive
310 300 190 305 195 positive negative
311 290 190 295 195 positive positive
312 290 180 295 185 positive positive
313 280 180 285 185 positive positive
314 280 190 285 195 positive positive
315 270 190 275 195 positive positive
316 270 180 275 185 positive positive
317 260 180 265 185 positive positive
318 260 190 265 195 positive positive
319 250 190 255 195 positive positive
320 250 180 255 185 positive positive
321 240 180 245 185 positive positive
322 240 190 245 195 positive positive
323 230 190 235 195 positive positive
324 230 180 235 185 positive positive
325 220 180 225 185 positive positive
326 220 190 225 195 positive positive
327 210 190 215 195 positive positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
328 210 180 215 185 positive positive
329 200 180 205 185 positive positive
330 200 190 205 195 positive positive
331 190 190 195 195 positive positive
332 190 180 195 185 positive positive
333 180 180 185 185 positive positive
334 180 190 185 195 positive positive
335 170 190 175 195 positive positive
336 170 180 175 185 positive positive
337 160 180 165 185 positive positive
338 160 190 165 195 positive positive
339 150 190 155 195 positive positive
340 150 180 155 185 positive positive
341 140 180 145 185 positive positive
342 140 190 145 195 positive positive
343 130 190 135 195 positive positive
344 130 180 135 185 positive positive
345 120 180 125 185 positive positive
346 120 190 125 195 positive positive
347 110 190 115 195 positive positive
348 110 180 115 185 positive positive
349 100 180 105 185 positive positive
350 100 190 105 195 positive positive
351 not collected not collected
352 not collected not collected
353 not collected not collected
354 not collected not collected
355 300 170 305 175 positive positive
356 290 170 295 175 positive positive
357 280 170 285 175 positive positive
358 not collected not collected
359 270 160 275 165 negative positive
360 270 170 275 175 positive positive
361 260 170 265 175 positive positive
362 260 160 265 165 positive positive
363 250 160 255 165 positive negative
364 250 170 255 175 positive positive
365 240 170 245 175 positive positive
366 240 160 245 165 positive positive
367 230 160 235 165 positive positive
368 230 170 235 175 positive positive
369 220 170 225 175 positive positive
370 220 160 225 165 positive positive
371 210 160 215 165 positive positive
372 210 170 215 175 positive positive
373 200 170 205 175 positive positive
374 200 160 205 165 positive positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center

Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
375 190 160 195 165 positive positive
376 190 170 195 175 positive positive
377 180 170 185 175 positive positive
378 180 160 185 165 positive positive
379 170 160 175 165 positive positive
380 170 170 175 175 positive positive
381 160 170 165 175 positive positive
382 160 160 165 165 positive positive
383 150 160 155 165 positive positive
384 150 170 155 175 positive positive
385 140 170 145 175 positive positive
386 140 160 145 165 positive positive
387 130 160 135 165 positive positive
388 130 170 135 175 positive positive
389 120 170 125 175 positive positive
390 120 160 125 165 positive positive
391 110 160 115 165 positive positive
392 110 170 115 175 positive positive
393 100 170 105 175 positive positive
394 100 160 105 165 negative positive
395 not collected not collected
396 not collected not collected
397 not collected not collected
398 not collected not collected
399 260 150 265 155 negative positive
400 250 150 255 155 positive positive
401 240 150 245 155 positive positive
402 240 140 245 145 positive positive
403 230 140 235 145 positive positive
404 230 150 235 155 positive positive
405 220 150 225 155 positive positive
406 220 140 225 145 positive positive
407 210 140 215 145 positive positive
408 210 150 215 155 positive positive
409 200 150 205 155 positive positive
410 200 140 205 145 positive positive
411 190 140 195 145 positive positive
412 190 150 195 155 positive positive
413 180 150 185 155 positive positive
414 180 140 185 145 positive positive
415 170 140 175 145 positive positive
416 170 150 175 155 positive positive
417 160 150 165 155 positive positive
418 160 140 165 145 positive positive
419 150 140 155 145 positive positive
420 150 150 155 155 positive positive
421 140 150 145 155 positive positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. | Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
422 140 140 145 145 positive positive
423 130 140 135 145 negative positive
424 130 150 135 155 negative positive
425 120 150 125 155 positive positive
426 120 140 125 145 negative positive
427 110 140 115 145 positive positive
428 110 150 115 155 positive positive
429 100 150 105 155 negative positive
430 100 140 105 145 positive positive
431 not collected not collected
432 not collected not collected
433 not collected not collected
434 not collected not collected
435 220 130 225 135 negative positive
436 210 130 215 135 positive positive
437 200 130 205 135 positive positive
438 200 120 205 125 negative positive
439 190 120 195 125 negative positive
440 190 130 195 135 positive positive
441 180 130 185 135 positive positive
442 180 120 185 125 positive positive
443 170 120 175 125 positive positive
444 170 130 175 135 positive positive
445 160 130 165 135 positive positive
446 160 120 165 125 negative positive
447 150 120 155 125 negative positive
448 150 130 155 135 positive positive
449 140 130 145 135 positive positive
450 140 120 145 125 negative positive
451 130 120 135 125 negative positive
452 130 130 135 135 negative positive
453 120 130 125 135 positive positive
454 120 120 125 125 negative positive
455 110 120 115 125 positive positive
456 110 130 115 135 positive positive
457 100 130 105 135 negative positive
458 100 120 105 125 positive positive
459 not collected not collected
460 not collected not collected
461 not collected not collected
462 not collected not collected
463 180 110 185 115 negative negative
464 170 110 175 115 negative positive
465 160 110 165 115 positive positive
466 160 100 165 105 negative positive
467 150 100 155 105 negative positive
468 150 110 155 115 positive positive
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SW SW
Corner | Corner
East North Center
Lot# | Coord. Coord. | Center East North Ceramic Status Lithic Status
469 140 110 145 115 negative positive
470 140 100 145 105 positive positive
471 130 100 135 105 positive positive
472 130 110 135 115 positive positive
473 120 110 125 115 negative positive
474 120 100 125 105 negative positive
475 110 100 115 105 positive positive
476 110 110 115 115 positive positive
477 100 110 105 115 positive positive
478 100 100 105 105 positive positive
479 not collected not collected
480 not collected not collected
481 not collected not collected
482 not collected not collected
483 100 90 105 95 positive positive
484 110 90 115 95 negative positive
485 100 80 105 85 positive positive
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Appendix E: Provenience 1 Lithics

The key below indicates the column headings for the table that follows. Type names are mostly as they were in the original

1977 artifact categories, though some debitage categories have been merged (see Chapter 2). All numbers refer to artifact counts

unless otherwise specified. Miscellaneous artifacts not in the table are described at the end of this Appendix on page X.
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Appendix F: Provenience 2 Ceramics
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Appendix G: Provenience 2 Lithics

Type names are mostly as they were in the original 1977 artifact categories, though some debitage categories have been

merged (see Chapter 2). All numbers refer to artifact counts unless otherwise specified. Table 1 of 2 below:
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Table 2, Provenience 2 Lithics Continued:
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Note: “Rhyolite” may in fact be misidentified Diabase, see Chapter 2.



Appendix H: Postholes in Mapping Units 1-8

Average

Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
1 1 100.75 | 327 25 29 27 dark circular stain
1 2 98 327.3 26 23 24.5 dark circular stain
1 3 95.8 327.6 14 13 13.5 dark circular stain
1 4 92.5 331.4 30 24 27 dark circular stain
1 5 95.2 334.5 36 34 35 oblong stain
1 6 99 333.6 11 14 12.5 dark circular stain
1 7 96.6 335.75 26 22 24 dark circular stain
1 8 92.5 330.6 59 40 49.5 oblong stain
1 9 99.2 331.5 35 36 35.5 dark circular stain
1 10 100.4 331.7 27 35 31 dark circular stain
1 11 103.25 | 335.25 28 37 32.5 dark circular stain
1 12 96.25 328.8 26 18 22 charcoal chunks
2 1 156.4 328.4 19 19 19 dark circular stain
2 2 155.6 328 26 25 25.5 dark circular stain
2 3 154.3 327.75 | 30 28 29 dark circular stain
2 4 159 336 14 17 15.5 dark circular stain
2 5 158 335.3 47 35 41 Irregular dark circular stain
2 6 156.5 335.7 32 32 32 dark circular stain
2 8 154.8 332.7 17 20 18.5 dark circular stain with charcoal flecks
2 9 154.2 333.9 22 27 24.5 dark circular stain
2 10 153.3 327.9 31 32 31.5 dark circular stain with charcoal flecks
2 11 152.1 328 22 27 24.5 dark circular stain
2 12 152.1 329 17 18 17.5 dark circular stain
2 13 154.3 338.8 12 17 14.5 dark circular stain with charcoal flecks
2 14 149.9 327.8 12 14 13 dark circular stain
2 15 149.1 327.4 20 30 25 Irregular dark stain with charcoal fleck
2 16 148.7 327.8 20 20 20 circular stain with charcoal flecks
2 17 148.9 328.1 22 20 21 circular stain with charcoal flecks
2 18 139 337 21 21 21 circular dark stain
2 19 150 329.3 10 22 16 irregular dark stain
2 20 149.3 330.6 35 32 335 circular dark stain
2 21 150 337.5 20 20 20 circular dark stain
2 22 149.5 338 30 34 32 irregular dark stain
2 23 148.7 327.3 10 10 10 dark circular stain
2 24 149.1 334.3 25 22 235 dark circular stain
2 25 148.5 335.2 20 18 19 dark circular stain
2 26 145.2 338.3 40 40 40 dark circular stain
2 27 147.8 328.2 23 23 23 dark circular stain
2 28 147.5 327.7 24 24 24 dark circular stain
2 29 147.75 | 327.8 10 12 11 dark circular stain
2 30 146.9 328.4 30 28 29 dark circular stain
2 31 146.4 329.2 14 12 13 dark circular stain
2 32 146 329.9 20 30 25 irregular dark stain
2 33 146.4 330.5 23 20 215 circular dark stain with charcoal flecka
2 34 144.1 333.3 20 25 22.5 irregular dark stain with fired clay
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Average

Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
2 35 141 335.5 17 14 15.5 circular dark stain
2 36 138.7 336.6 23 22 22.5 circular dark stain
2 37 141.6 337.4 23 21 22 circular dark stain
2 38 144.65 | 328.4 12 11 115 circular dark stain
2 39 1444 328 25 18 215 irregular dark stain
2 40 143.6 326.8 20 20 20 curcular dark stain
2 41 143.5 328 40 30 35 irregular dark stain
2 42 141.9 328.5 12 13 12.5 circular dark stain
2 43 141.5 327.3 40 35 37.5 circular dark stain
2 44 140.3 327.5 21 22 21.5 circular dark stain
2 45 139.6 328.4 14 12 13 circular dark stain
2 46 138.3 328.6 15 15 15 circular dark stain
2 47 135.5 328.6 20 23 21.5 circular dark stain
2 48 135 328.4 26 34 30 irregular dark stain
2 49 133.6 327.7 44 42 43 circular dark stain
2 50 130.5 336.4 9 10 9.5 circular dark stain
2 51 131.2 331.6 50 48 49 circular dark stain
2 52 132.4 336.4 12 10 11 circular dark stain
2 53 133.5 334.5 16 16 16 circular dark stain
2 54 133.5 334.3 21 23 22 circular dark stain
2 55 135 333.7 28 23 25.5 circular dark stain
2 56 135.3 334.6 17 17 17 circular dark stain
2 57 134.9 334.5 34 10 22 irregular dark stain
2 58 120.87 | 327.9 32 37 34.5 circular dark stain
2 59 127 328.3 18 20 19 circular dark stain
2 60 17 18 17.5 circular dark point with projectile point
2 61 121.8 334.8 30 30 30 circular dark stain
2 62 120.9 335.9 30 32 31 circular dark stain
3 1 224.2 230.6 - - 25 average diameter estimated
3 4 233 236.7 - - 25 average diameter estimated
3 5 233.1 237.2 - - 25 average diameter estimated
3 6 233.1 235.2 - - 20 average diameter estimated
3 7 234 233 - - 20 average diameter estimated
3 8 234.5 231.6 - - 30 average diameter estimated
3 9 239.9 228 - - 18 average diameter estimated
3 10 233.7 2275 - - 35 average diameter estimated
3 11 231.7 2234 - - 15 average diameter estimated
3 12 232.3 223.2 - - 16 average diameter estimated
3 13 232.6 223.1 - - 15 average diameter estimated
3 14 232.4 2235 - - 15 average diameter estimated
3 15 232.3 223.7 - - 13 average diameter estimated
3 16 230.7 224.5 - - 35 average diameter estimated
3 17 228.7 223.7 - - 22 average diameter estimated
3 18 227.9 223.7 - - 15 average diameter estimated
3 19 226.6 223.9 - - 36 average diameter estimated
3 21 231 235.7 - - 33 average diameter estimated
3 22 229.2 234.2 - - 35 average diameter estimated
3 23 228.9 235.3 - - 16 average diameter estimated
3 27 229.3 230.7 - - 25 average diameter estimated
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Average

Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
3 28 226 233.6 - - 30 average diameter estimated
3 29 222.5 237.9 - - 22 average diameter estimated
3 30 223.2 225 - - 95 average diameter estimated
3 31 221.5 223.4 - - 27 average diameter estimated
3 32 202.1 233 - - 33 average diameter estimated
3 33 201.3 230.2 - - 15 average diameter estimated
3 34 216.9 233.7 - - 60 average diameter estimated
3 35 215.8 233.5 - - 30 average diameter estimated
3 36 215 234.9 - - 20 average diameter estimated
3 38 217.1 227.9 - - 12 average diameter estimated
3 39 216.9 221.7 - - 12 average diameter estimated
3 40 216.4 227.6 - - 12 average diameter estimated
3 41 218.9 226.9 - - 20 average diameter estimated
3 42 217.6 223.9 - - 22 average diameter estimated
3 43 217.5 225.1 - - 18 average diameter estimated
3 44 215.6 233.3 - - 33 average diameter estimated
3 45 212.4 235.3 - - 35 average diameter estimated
3 46 211.2 226.8 - - 15 average diameter estimated
3 47 212.9 231.1 - - 20 average diameter estimated
3 49 207.5 233.1 - - 28 average diameter estimated
3 50 208.1 235 - - 21 average diameter estimated
3 52 207.1 235.8 - - 31 average diameter estimated
3 53 206.6 236.2 - - 27 average diameter estimated
3 54 205.6 235.6 - - 35 average diameter estimated
3 55 205 232.9 - - 22 average diameter estimated
3 57 202.6 235.7 - - 23 average diameter estimated
3 58 205.3 228 - - 13 average diameter estimated
3 59 204.6 228.3 - - 10 average diameter estimated
4 1 199.5 228.2 29 28 28.5 dark circular stain
4 2 199.2 228.3 19 21 20 dark circular stain
4 3 199.7 2275 41 36 38.5 dark circular stain
4 4 198.1 221.8 24 21 225 dark circular stain
4 5 195.5 222.6 14 15 14.5 dark circular stain
4 6 195.6 222.3 19 21 20 dark circular stain
4 7 195.2 222.2 19 30 24.5 oval dark stain
4 8 199.1 234.4 13 13 13 small dark circular stain with charcoal
4 9 198.5 233.6 12 13 12.5 small dark circular stain
4 10 196 231.8 19 21 20 small dark circular stain
4 11 194.8 231.8 23 28 255 small dark circular stain with charcoal
4 12 192.6 229.5 16 18 17 dark circular stain
4 13 192.9 232.6 25 31 28 oval dark stain
4 14 192.8 233.1 19 17 18 dark circular stain
4 16 191 236 15 15 15 dark circular stain
4 17 191.5 233 29 30 29.5 dark circular stain
4 18 189.4 235.3 29 23 26 oval dark stain
4 19 189.6 234.8 31 25 28 oval dark stain
4 20 188.8 232.1 25 27 26 dark circular stain
4 21 189.3 231.8 23 30 26.5 oval dark stain
4 22 192.1 226.2 31 31 31 dark circular stain with clay globule
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Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
4 23 192 225.6 30 36 33 dark circular stain
4 24 191.2 225.2 13 14 13.5 dark circular stain with large sherd
4 25 191.3 222.5 13 13 13 dark circular stain
4 26 185.2 221.7 25 23 24 circular charcoal stain
4 27 184 222.8 38 28 33 irregular pattern fired clay
4 28 183.7 223.6 15 31 23 oblong dark stain with charcoal and sherds
4 29 183.7 225.6 21 35 28 oblong dark stain
4 30 183.2 2254 13 17 15 dark circular stain with charcoal
4 32 180.6 231.3 22 27 24.5 irregular dark stain
4 34 183.2 221.6 15 18 16.5 dark circular stain
4 35 182.2 222.6 14 13 135 dark circular stain
4 36 182 222.6 22 22 22 dark circular stain
4 37 182.1 222.9 27 48 375 oval dark circular stain
4 38 181.4 222.2 39 37 38 dark circular stain
4 39 181.4 224.4 36 39 37.5 dark circular stain
4 40 179.2 227.3 43 42 42.5 dark circular stain
4 41 178.7 224.2 22 18 20 dark circular stain
4 42 179.7 222.2 40 40 40 dark circular stain
4 43 178.8 221.9 25 19 22 oval dark stain with charcoal
4 44 177.7 222.2 53 35 44 dark circular stain with charcoal and fired clay
dark circular stain with charcoal and shell and
4 45 176.8 222.6 23 24 23.5 sherds
4 46 175.9 222 12 22 17 irregular dark stain
4 47 173.1 225.2 14 19 16.5 dark circular stain
4 48 174.4 227.3 12 14 13 dark circular stain
4 49 173.6 227.8 22 22 22 oblong dark stain
4 50 171 228.1 18 18 18 dark circular stain
4 51 170.7 228.3 50 46 48 dark circular stain with charcoal and fired clay
4 52 169.6 232.2 18 15 16.5 dark circular stain
4 53 167.7 232.1 21 15 18 oblong dark stain with charcoal and sherds
4 54 167.6 231.6 14 21 175 oval dark stain
4 55 167.5 231.4 8 6 7 circular dark stain
4 56 167.9 230.6 18 26 22 oblong dark stain
4 57 167 226.9 25 29 27 dark circular stain
4 58 168.4 226.1 48 65 56.5 dark circular stain
4 59 169.9 2255 15 16 15.5 dark circular stain
4 60 170 223 36 36 36 dark circular stain
4 61 167.2 2234 15 19 17 dark circular stain
4 62 166.1 223.2 23 33 28 irregular dark stain with charcoal and sherds
4 63 165.6 223.3 19 16 17.5 small dark circular stain
4 64 164.5 221.7 32 23 215 irregular dark stain
4 65 162.5 227.6 30 27 28.5 dark circular stain
4 66 162.2 227.1 30 35 325 irregular dark stain
4 67 161.3 226.6 32 23 27.5 oblong dark stain
4 68 160.9 226.8 20 20 20 dark circular stain
4 69 160.2 228.7 15 12 13.5 dark circular stain
4 70 160 228.5 22 23 22.5 dark circular stain
4 71 162.6 229.8 20 23 215 dark circular stain with charcoal
4 72 162.8 231.7 12 17 14.5 dark circular stain
4 73 165.6 232.2 27 23 25 irregular dark stain
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Average

Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
4 75 176.3 233.1 35 36 35.5 oblong dark stain with charcoal
4 76 174.8 233.4 17 13 15 dark circular stain with charcoal
4 77 174 235.3 13 9 11 dark circular stain
4 79 171.9 235.4 9 9 9 circular dark stain
4 80 1714 235.2 11 10 10.5 small circular dark stain
4 82 169.8 233.7 31 24 275 oblong dark stain with charcoal
5 1 233 196.4 35 30 32.5 irregular dark stain with shell and sherd
5 2 232.3 195 18 18 18 circular dark stain
5 3 231.4 191.6 27 30 28.5 circular dark stain
5 4 235.7 186.2 21 23 22 circular dark stain
5 5 233 186.2 13 13 13 circular dark stain
5 6 229.8 185.5 41 41 41 circular dark stain
5 7 230 186.3 38 33 355 circular dark stain
5 8 230.4 191.6 29 22 25.5 circular dark stain
5 9 230.3 191.9 18 19 18.5 circular dark stain
5 10 230.8 194.4 22 25 23.5 circular dark stain
5 11 230.6 196.3 20 27 235 circular dark stain
5 12 230.6 196.8 28 35 31.5 circular dark stain
5 13 231.4 197.9 40 40 40 circular dark stain
5 14 230.7 197.9 29 41 35 circular dark stain
5 15 230.4 197.6 25 22 23.5 circular dark stain/big steatite rock
5 16 229.7 197.6 32 31 31.5 irregular dark stain
5 17 229.5 197.1 26 32 29 circular dark stain
5 18 229.1 197.6 15 22 18.5 circular dark stain
5 19 228.6 197.5 15 27 21 irregular dark stain
5 20 228.8 197.2 25 39 32 irregular dark stain
5 21 228.7 195.3 24 29 26.5 circular dark stain
5 22 229.2 194.9 19 19 19 circular dark stain with ash
5 23 228.4 1924 22 23 22.5 circular dark stain
5 24 227.7 190.9 20 21 20.5 circular dark stain
5 25 228 190.1 11 13 12 circular dark stain
5 26 227.8 189.2 32 31 315 circular dark stain
5 27 228.6 186.1 23 23 23 circular dark stain
5 28 227.8 185.6 34 28 31 circular dark stain
5 29 227.3 186.5 26 30 28 circular dark stain
5 30 226.6 192 22 23 22.5 circular dark stain
5 31 227.1 192.5 23 23 23 circular dark stain
5 32 226.7 193.9 25 34 29.5 circular dark stain
5 33 226.7 194.3 22 21 215 circular dark stain
5 34 226.9 1944 14 14 14 circular dark stain
5 35 227.3 194.5 22 22 22 circular dark stain
5 36 228 198.4 23 30 26.5 irregular dark stain
5 37 225.9 198.8 27 27 27 circular dark stain
5 38 224.7 195.3 32 24 28 irregular dark stain
5 39 225.4 193.7 26 36 31 circular dark stain
5 40 224.5 190.8 24 23 23.5 circular dark stain
5 41 224.3 190.1 18 18 18 circular dark stain
5 42 221.9 189.5 22 21 21.5 circular dark stain with sherd
5 43 222 189.7 14 18 16 circular dark stain
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Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
5 44 221.9 192.1 30 26 28 circular dark stain
5 45 222.2 192.5 16 26 21 irregular dark stain
5 46 223 194.4 25 25 25 circular dark stain
5 47 221 197.9 26 22 24 circular dark stain
5 48 220.6 197.8 33 24 28.5 irregular dark stain
5 49 221 197.4 25 19 22 circular dark stain
5 50 221 196.6 39 36 37.5 circular dark stain
5 51 220.4 190.2 15 15 15 circular dark stain
5 52 218.2 186.2 22 23 22.5 circular dark stain
5 53 217.4 190.1 18 20 19 circular dark stain
5 54 218.8 192.1 18 20 19 circular dark stain
5 55 218.8 193.9 20 21 20.5 circular dark stain
5 56 218.6 194.8 20 21 20.5 circular dark stain
5 57 219.3 196.4 26 24 25 circular dark stain
5 58 219.1 197.4 19 21 20 circular dark stain
5 59 218.8 197.3 23 31 27 circular dark stain
5 60 218.3 198 29 30 29.5 circular dark stain
5 61 218.2 197.7 23 22 22.5 circular dark stain
5 62 218.2 197.1 37 39 38 circular dark stain
5 63 217.9 198.3 28 29 28.5 circular dark stain
5 64 217.5 197.9 35 24 29.5 irregular dark stain
5 65 217.1 198.3 33 33 33 circular dark stain with charcoal
5 66 216.9 198.1 26 32 29 circular dark stain
5 67 216.5 197.2 38 48 43 circular dark stain
5 68 215.2 196.8 10 10 10 circular dark stain
5 69 215.1 197 13 12 12.5 circular dark stain
5 70 214.6 197 13 18 15.5 circular dark stain
5 71 214.4 195.9 21 19 20 circular dark stain
5 72 215.5 1944 33 33 33 circular dark stain
5 73 213.8 192.7 40 42 41 circular dark stain
5 74 212.4 191.9 41 45 43 circular dark stain
5 75 212.6 191.5 21 17 19 circular dark stain
5 76 212 191.6 20 19 19.5 circular dark stain
5 77 212.2 190.5 33 34 335 circular dark stain
5 78 212.8 187 20 19 19.5 circular dark stain
5 79 210.3 190.5 30 24 27 circular dark stain
5 80 211.1 1924 34 28 31 circular dark stain
5 81 2114 194.9 39 38 38.5 circular dark stain
5 82 210.2 195.8 16 16 16 circular dark stain
5 83 210.8 198.9 31 41 36 circular dark stain
5 84 206.6 196.7 19 20 19.5 circular dark stain
5 85 206.5 193.8 23 22 22.5 circular dark stain
5 86 205.7 194.3 12 14 13 dark circular stain
5 87 204.9 195.7 30 25 27.5 dark circular stain
5 88 204.5 199 21 22 215 dark circular stain
5 89 202.6 195.8 36 60 48 irregular dark stain
5 90 199.7 191 29 32 30.5 circular dark stain
5 91 199 192 13 14 13.5 circular dark stain
5 92 188.8 192.4 24 23 23.5 circular dark stain
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Average

Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
5 93 188 192 31 31 31 circular dark stain
5 94 196.7 192.1 25 average diameter estimated
6 2 194.9 189.3 17 17 17 circular dark stain
6 3 192.5 186.6 17 28 22.5 irregular dark stain
6 4 1924 192.6 20 35 275 oblong dark stain
6 5 1914 198 7 8 75 circular dark stain
6 6 188.1 197.1 20 20 20 circular dark stain
6 7 187.4 194.6 15 18 16.5 circular dark stain
6 8 186.9 193.5 16 20 18 circular dark stain
6 9 188.2 191.9 10 10 10 circular dark stain
6 10 189.5 188.9 20 20 20 circular dark stain
6 11 188.7 187.8 10 15 12.5 circular dark stain
6 12 184.8 189 5 5 5 charcoal stain
6 13 184.6 189.2 21 25 23 charcoal stain
6 14 184.1 190.7 20 30 25 charcoal stain
6 15 183.6 191.8 14 20 17 irregular dark stain
6 17 183.7 196.1 24 31 275 circular charcoal stain
6 18 180.6 197.3 18 15 16.5 circular dark stain
6 19 180.4 194.6 12 15 13.5 circular dark stain
6 20 180.8 191.1 28 29 28.5 irregular dark stain
6 21 177 191.1 30 25 27.5 charcoal stain
6 22 170.3 195.1 20 25 22.5 circular dark stain
7 1 214.2 148.8 40 43 41.5 irregular dark stain with charcoal
7 2 214 152.1 20 20 20 circular dark stain
7 3 212.5 152.2 24 24 24 circular dark stain
7 4 211.8 148.4 31 36 335 irregular dark stain
7 5 208.5 155 46 49 475 irregular dark stain
7 6 208.9 154.5 16 15 15.5 circular dark stain
7 7 208 154.8 32 33 32.5 charcoal stain
7 8 208.7 152 32 36 34 circular dark stain with charcoal
7 9 205.3 156.7 36 38 37 charcoal stain
7 10 203.2 157.9 28 38 33 irregular dark stain
7 11 203.1 156.6 20 25 22.5 circular dark stain
7 12 204.2 151.3 25 40 325 oblong dark stain
7 13 203.4 150.1 30 33 315 irregular dark stain
7 14 202 148.2 74 53 63.5 circular dark stain
7 15 200.8 148.2 22 25 23.5 circular dark stain
7 16 202.4 155.3 26 26 26 circular dark stain
7 17 198.6 157.6 25 21 23 circular dark stain
7 18 197.3 154.4 31 34 32.5 irregular dark stain
7 19 199 153.6 45 47 46 circular dark stain with charcoal
7 20 199.5 152.2 25 36 30.5 circular dark stain
7 21 197.9 148.8 36 33 34.5 irregular dark stain
7 22 198.2 147.8 25 26 255 circular dark stain
7 23 197.4 148.2 40 45 42,5 circular dark stain with charcoal
7 24 195.9 149.6 36 37 36.5 circular dark stain
7 25 195 148.4 31 35 33 circular dark stain
7 26 193.1 148.3 34 40 37 circular dark stain
7 27 192.3 148.6 22 28 25 circular dark stain
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Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
7 28 191.9 151.7 26 23 24.5 circular dark stain
7 29 191.1 157.8 28 34 31 oblong dark stain
7 30 190 149.2 25 26 25.5 circular dark stain with fired clay
7 31 189.2 148.8 30 30 30 circular dark stain with fired clay
7 32 189 158.2 54 53 53.5 circular dark stain
7 33 187 147.8 36 36 36 circular dark stain
7 34 186.9 156.8 53 50 51.5 circular dark stain
7 35 185.3 151.3 27 25 26 circular dark stain
7 36 185.1 151.1 26 27 26.5 circular dark stain
7 37 186.2 150.6 25 28 26.5 circular dark stain
7 38 185.7 150.4 25 23 24 circular dark stain
7 39 185.2 150.2 20 25 22.5 circular dark stain
7 40 184.8 147.4 21 22 21.5 circular dark stain
7 41 181.7 150.4 32 33 325 circular dark stain
7 42 179 153.5 18 17 17.5 circular dark stain
8 23 179 154.9 17 17 17 dark circular stain
8 24 177 158.8 30 32 31 dark circular stain
8 25 167.7 158.3 33 35 34 dark circular stain
8 26 167.7 157.8 15 10 12.5 dark circular stain
8 27 174.6 155.7 32 26 29 dark circular stain
8 28 176.5 150 13 15 14 dark circular stain
8 29 170.2 154.7 10 12 11 dark circular stain
8 30 169.7 154.7 14 12 13 dark circular stain
8 31 170.1 155.5 30 30 30 dark circular stain
8 32 169.5 155.6 10 10 10 dark circular stain
8 33 167.8 152.5 14 18 16 dark circular stain
8 34 167.8 151.6 20 15 17.5 oblong dark stain
8 35 169.6 149.6 23 17 20 charcoal stain
8 36 167.1 149.2 20 23 215 oblong dark stain
8 37 165.8 148.6 33 32 32.5 dark circular stain
8 38 166 152.6 12 13 12.5 dark circular stain
8 39 171.3 158.4 26 23 24.5 dark circular stain
8 40 166 158.4 13 11 12 dark circular stain
8 41 161.6 154.6 32 34 33 dark circular stain
8 42 161 151 41 33 37 dark circular stain
8 43 162.3 148.6 18 18 18 dark circular stain
8 44 158.9 149.4 17 19 18 irregular charcoal stain
8 45 157.3 149.3 14 12 13 dark circular stain
8 46 158.4 151.2 18 15 16.5 dark circular stain
8 47 158.7 154.5 42 34 38 dark circular stain
8 48 158 157.2 13 10 115 dark circular stain
8 49 154.3 157.4 23 19 21 dark circular stain
8 50 152 157.4 28 22 25 dark circular stain
8 51 151.3 157.5 25 26 25.5 dark circular stain
8 52 150.6 158 38 38 38 dark circular stain
8 53 156.4 151.5 34 31 32.5 dark circular stain
8 54 149.3 151.4 22 22 22 dark circular stain
8 55 148.4 151.3 16 18 17 dark circular stain
8 56 145 149.5 14 14 14 light stain
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Diameter Diameter | diameter
Mapping Unit | Post | East North. N-S E-W (cm) Description
8 57 144 149.5 24 22 23 dark circular stain
8 58 143.9 147.9 24 40 32 dark circular stain
8 59 143.2 150.5 17 20 18.5 dark circular stain
8 60 147.2 152.5 40 39 39.5 irregular dark charcoal stain
8 61 140.2 154.3 9 11 10 charcoal stain
8 62 140.1 150.8 21 21 21 dark circular stain
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