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At that time, no Muscogee towns existed east of the Chattahoochee:
Benjamin Hawkins (1974? 1ists 37 towns on the Chattahoochee, Coosa, and
Tallapoosa Rivers, but none elsewhere.

Pressure mounted on the state and federal governments to remove the
Muscogees from additional sections of Georgia, especially after the Creek
War (1813-1814). Upland cotton was by then well established in eastern
Georgia as the most important cash crop, and the farming practices of the
planters constantly demanded fresh, fertile land. In 1821, the Treaty of
Indian Springs was signed by the Muscogees, adding the land between the
upper Ocmulgee and Flint Rivers to the state. Monroe County was formed in
May of that year with its east and west boundaries the Ocmulgee and Flint
Rivers; the north boundary ran west from the "seven islands" in the Ocmulgee
opposite Monticello; the south border was a 1ine running west from a point
opposite Fort Hawkins. In it were enclaves of Muscogee land: 1000 acres
at Indian Springs and a tract of land for William McIntosh, the half-breed
chief (Chalker 1970). Monroe County was distributed by lottery to veterans
and those who paid to enter. Like many early Georgia counties, it quickly
broke into smaller, more manageable units. Portions of the county were
included in Pike, Bibb and Butts Counties. By 1825, Monroe had almost its
present size and shape. Forsyth was incorporated in 1823; since then it has
remained the principal town and county seat (Candler and Evans 1972).

The county immediately filled with plantations and small farms devoted
to growing cotton. By 1830, the population was about 16,000, of whom more
than 7,000 were slaves. The population of the county did not grow thereafter,
but the number of slaves increased to 10,000 in 1860. Monroe was a Blackbelt
county. Middle-class, small slave owners (1 to 30 slaves) with medium-sized
holdings formed the largest group. A1l farmed cotton by the slash-and-burn,
land-extensive, labor-intensive methods already destroying the land in
counties to the east (Range 1954:9). George White (1849:428), in Statistics
of the State of Georgia, condemned the farming practices in Monroe County:

Farmers are not sufficiently attentive to ditching and manuring;
and unless a change takes place, it may be confidently expected
that the same disastrous effects will be produced upon the soil
which have been witnessed in many sections of middle Georgia.

Population remained unchanged between 1830 and 1860 probably because cotton
farmers were moving to fresher lands to the west (Bonner 1964:61-65). ‘

The chief long-term effects of the Civil War on the lower Georgia
piedmont were the loss of the South's market monopoly and the destruction of
the slave labor system. The farmers and planters could not operate as
profitably without slave labor; meanwhile the blacks themselves remained
primarily landless. Efforts to reduce the need for labor found no success
because the farmers lacked capital for machines or were too conservative to
buy them. Attempts to continue plantation-style production via contract labor
largely failed. Tenancy and share-cropping finally resulted. By 1900 60% of
the farms in Georgia were run by tenants (Range 1954:77-90).
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