
This document contains information on Native 
American burials. Images considered to be culturally 
insensitive, including images and drawings of burials, 

Ancestors, funerary objects, and other NAGPRA 
material have been redacted.





EY.?LORATIONS AT BELL FIELD MOUND AND VILLAGE 

SEASONS 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968 
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l:xploratiot.s at ,;arturs tl<l!!l hn. ve asswned .najor si t.e proportions 

wittt numerous c.Jr.tponents and unantici1>atej p.lanmn6• The uhole 

pro~rol!l ha s :e.}n carried out os relatdd parts of intlividual contrc:!ct.s 

~rrl :tcrecaent:; , a n inter-abency procra:1 ol' river basin salvat:>e 

archaeology bet.-:cen the Jational P<~rk ~.ervice arx.l thA University of 

:::aor~ia . We aporeci<~te the close cooperation and sytn1>;,thetic atten­

tion ~vtm to lV\r.:r l'lntters of nodii'iecl prowaras and chanl,!etl bud::;ets 

to adjust to thcl ·:h.:me,.int; requirt~ .• oents oi' .:ielci :;ork . 'ihis is pesr­

ticul:trly true since t.hi3 :mlJ< of th9 nelu .1ork hact tO be accom-

plishod durint; the sUJ:uner mont:1s ~rholn t.ime and personnel were available . 

This i'acr.or ,;:;.s co. ,·1licated by thl:l fact that. t:on .... rossivn .. l appropria­

tions to subnidi~c cu:.:rant :iscal operatlvns did not. matE:Jria~e 

BOJM~tir.ms until t..ho sumr110r waf' over. 

·, n :n lc!::.:...:.~:: t.o t:Jw :lno coopor:1tion bflt>~eon t.he ,.~tionc.;l ,>ark 

.orvicu <1t1t.l tiw ,;n.ivi3 rsity our appraciutio:1s ond ackno11ledeement to 

s thu t'ederal 

a~..o..Jncy aci~ually in loc<..l chur .;c of the ;, r rJas bein~ survt:sj'ect , thuy 

rendcrud valu:...blu "'-'>sistanco nt r:wny cruci .. l int.erval::; and et:.er ... oncy 

situations . un ocld oc~asLm ov.:r nc.:.lf o£ the.1r automotive equipwtmt 

~~.1s l:Jo ~._.cd du1m in thu river bot.tC'IIl in an effort to recover our 

.l rchaAolo@ical Jrn•;k . 

' irear.ly a 1)1,r ci<stotl colr o H::.s frec.uent ;.~-: · istc..nce rdnderod by the 

contractors •- lenclnt brothers at ttw Carters Da.., ;>reject. 'J."hey very 

~C ilt:trOUSly loanl:d e~uirnent antl operatb:Ve to bulldoze hefivy vecetative 

cover and deup •. lluvi. 1 de .o~ii.s covering much of the archaeolo..;ical 

arua , •~ :_rcat. c ~onol't~ in torms of hoth t:L.1e and £Joney to archaeo­

lo~ic<tl fi.eld :nrtids en~ar;nd. in a cr.:tsh pro5I'am. iie are par.ti-



cularlJ 
,._ 
' J • 

\1e nl~o ~i s~ to £~xp;c~:ss CJ•; r y; r:1 :o..~prsciuti.)n .ior the f riendly 

.ck ::oul~d ._:e n2nt ls r .. -:.:!a r.l rjO to th"3 s~hool administr~ vOr'3 And 

lc~'-1 :>;mn::;o:-!. o: -t _rou t:. co.·p :-- ,">.~uject. c<.,;a10sed of ~.i..Jlscl1ool students 

•'in;•ll.,.- ·,,e r-ecall the oxnsporating 

r.h~n r,o h'j'!P cr.i. tir.all: · na~deJ :,u ~pli~s l.i 1 <m emer~ency or to 

roceive ti1at . .a -\>,~·"!•\~.·- DC\:· ch3ck. 1'!1ose :;. te:;~s, frequently taken f or 



1 

rntroruct:.~n 

The first three se3sons of sal\age archeology at Carter 's Dam, 

perfr;rmed as an Inter-Agency agraement between the National Park 

Service, Departrr.ent of Interior, ar.d the University of Georgia, were 

carriad out at S:ixtoe Field on the east bank of the Coosatlatte River 

directly in front of the large main dam. In 1962 work was concen­

trated on the mou.1o site, continued in 1963 with sotlle attention to 

the village a::ea, with final work on the village area restricted in 

l06L due to limitod funds . It became necessary during this interval 

to shift funds, by mutual agreement between the contracting parties , 

allocatE:d to sal·;al.l'e bol1ind Carter's Dam, to permit more attention to 

the wido COYf:l •1ren in f ront of the da.n . A report was completed and 

submitted to lhe Notioual Park Service on these three years of survey 

in 1966 

'1':1e appL'CI."~ll and scheduling of a second dam in front of the 

main dam resulted in a crash program on the large ccve area on both 

sides of the Coooaw<!t1.E:e and recoerition of a third segment of 

critical archculo...,ical concentration, i.e . the two mounds and asso­

ciated villar.e remains in the confluence of the Coosawattoe River 

and Talkin~ Rock Creek, kncmn locally as "Little Egypt" . This 

latter area had been partially excavated in the late 1920's by 

\olarren K. Hoorehead for the Andover Museum, Massachusetts. The 

Andover Report \~as not detailed but seemed to indicate a Late 

Mississippian to historic context, with a strong showing of trade 

materials, includiny, some specimens ...,hich 'Here thourht possibly 

to represent 16t h century Spanish contact . other spectacular 

historic object s , as in the case of the famous "silver crosses" 

from Coosa\-lattee Old Town, reported by William Claflin and the 



Georgia antiquarian c~arles C. Jones have been analYzed by a number 

of experts as 19th century in orir in a!1d probablY relic of missionary 

activity uith the Cher okee3 , Tht essent i al data f or m part of the 

1966 final r epor ·t on S:bctoe Field excava t ions. 

At this wr iting in J: ne, 1~68 , the Little Egypt tract has still 

not been purcl-)as\;jd by the real estate division of the U. S. Corps of 

Engineers althour h condemnation pr oceedings in the courts have been 

f inished. A bitter stalemate still exist s between the owner and tte 

Federal Governm~nt wi t h the result that conditions are not favorable 

to in.itjation r,f :mlvap-e in an i mportant continpent of Carter's Dam 

archeology. Final nam constructi on nas been delayed, pos tponed to 

1973 accor ding to current sch:::dules so t hat adequa te time should be 

availabl e f or at least two full field seasons at Little Egypt . 

Cur cor.cer n in t his final r eport will be with the four field 

sen sons fJOl'formcd at the Bell Fi eld sector of Carter 1 s Dam in 1965, 

1966, 1967, .1nd nt ill i n pro<·ress now i 11 June of 1968. Durine these 

f oll r consocutive Gt.osons '~ork has bzen centered primarily on the Bell 

F:ield LO\ 1d and i rr:nediate villapc cont ext , located on the natural 

l evee of the ~-1est !Janlc of the Coosawattee River just below the con­

fluence of tb,. Ccos.:twatt6e River and Talkinp Rock Croak. Reference 

t o the Carter 1 s Dam area map vlill sbovl Little E{ZYPt mounds and 

villa·;e above mentioned located just across Talking Rock Creek with 

s~rfacc indications of eY.tended village all down the wide fringing 

cove scuth tc iiit'huoy 156 and t he Pott's Tract, where another Univer­

sity of Georpia field party is beginning a survey of stratified 

villare miclrlcn conta i nine Lamar, early Etowah, and Woodstock com­

ponents as i dentified in initial laboratory studies . 



In 1965 sevPr e limitation of funds led to some improvisation in 

the ini1 ial work at Bell Field t~ouno . The first excavations after a 

survey r.rid had bc:en btpcced on the mound were made in the East -West 

axis trench and tlte east mound periphery by volunteer workers from the 

University of Georgia under the supervision of h.R. Kelly assisted b.Y 

Donald F. Smith 1nd Frar~ T. Schnell. Here in downslope segments of 

truncated mounds were exposed the first two structures positioned at 

the fcathGredge of two of the terminal mounds . Of these, Structure 

#1 WdS smaller, almost brought out in diagonal position in the base 

o1 cut of the ten foot wide axis trench . It appeared to be too small 

for function.:~l d'ficiency as a residence or occupotional structure, 

and the presancs of chorred floor mats with soMe charred ears of corn 

in place on the Mats l ed to the tentative hypothesis that this \-Jas a 

:Jm.Jl1 ~~tor:1ge bui.l dinp in which heaps of maize were kept in supply for 

ccr('moninls beir.e car .... ::.cd out on the monnd summit . 

Strncturo /1 2 ··Jas uncovered in the ad,ioining ten foot extension 

to Structure Fl and 1-1as only partially uncovered at this time m it 

wns ob:.erved to extend into the standinp profile . The base of cut 

was covered '~itt: plastic and was not completely excavated in subse­

quent sensons a_e to our total oreoc~1pa tion with the stratified 

complex of ceremonial builriinrs in t1e !Tlound proper. 

In 1?65, continuing into 1966, were concentrating on a very 

confused truncated and telescoped maze of buildings, being exposed 

immediately under plouline . The partially cisrupted remnants of 

four key builuir.t;s "'ere uncovered on the summit of the mound, covered 

over in the h.i.r.~u::st central portion by two and a half feet of black 

clay gumbo, baskst-loaded mound fill to a truncated mound, whose clay 

seal fit like a vulcanized capping over the fired clay daub and 



~nd charred framinG of the buildin~s underneath. 

A tremen~uous amount of horizon~al shavin~ and tedious troweli~ 

was required to expose these summit build ings . \'ie were fortunate in 

1955 to obtain a labor supnly o~ hiP.h school studtnts incident to the 

sunMer o~eration of a Youth Corps propra~ of Murray and Gordon counties . 

Graduate students in archeolo{2'Y rJere tbe unit supervisors . The pro­

pram 1as activated in June and continued to the opening of school in 

SGptember . The student cadres varied Hith a hiph LS in mid-summer . 

Only a selected croup of these could be used effectively at Bell 

FiEld . This fresh accession of youthful \~orkers was not altogether 

an unmitigated blessing . The project was "integrated" and there 

were some minor flu~ries of interaction, and a few intransigent 

individu::1ls were su!"l:r,n:dly di31'1issed . Also traditionAl hostility 

bctHGcm younr p:srtisans of nG)rhborinp mountain counties posed 

some pr0bl ems of Anplied Anthropolor.y. E:ecurity officers of the 

CorpG of Enr.in~er~ becnme nervous over the hiphly individualized 

driving perforiiances invol~red in brinyinp. 1-1orkers to the "dig" in 

school bu~cs anr. }Je \oiGre reouired to emcloy a yraduate assistant 

as driver of the bus . The slow and rourh pro~ess of the school 

l~rry throu£h the area of inten3e construction activity, with the 

huce, yellow non~ter Euclids flying about--dubbed "Euclidosauriana" 

by the prnduate students--produced a chronic state of anxiety. 

Nevertheless , the surplus man hours contributed great~ to 

the n~t results of the 1965-66 field seasons . The north-south 

axis tronch ~-Jas bef,'Un, producing further evidences of buildings 

at the rnound peripheries in t.oth north and south rrids . On the 

mounc summit the ~eavily 1ired, collapsed house debris of several 

burned buildings beP.a~ to emerge . At the end of the summer, 



continuinr. into the fall with a fsw special workers from the Univer­

sity, we had confir med that '-Je had an unr1ete r mined number of trun­

cated, terminal mounds . estimated to be four or five, ~•ith the 

r elatively tmrlistl.trbed area of buildinp, activity brouf:ht out just 

under plo·o~line indicated to be our first interior or "core mound" . 

Just ho~1 r•any interior mounds there might be could not be determined 

as each of the overlying occupation levels ~ould have to be horizon­

tally stripped and recorded before the deeper, buried occupations 

could be exposed. At this writing in July, 196D, we still have the 

deepest "core /,'J" occupation to uncover . 

Fro~ dia~~o~tic Materials, particularly pottery, catalogued 

from the initia_ r-.ain ar.is trenchinp, the conclusion was made that 

Boll Field Mound repr~sented a continuum of nound construction, with 

supcrir.1pos~cl r;crc·r;onial huildi 'lf'S :1nd a!lsociated burials, indicating 

a srque.'ltbl devclop.-:tent in situ of a munber of Dallas Period occu­

pations, culr.tj.n~t1nr. in ths firol truncate mound occupations in a 

pGrceivecl mixture of Dallo5 and Lamar mat erials . There was no his­

toric~l or trade n~teri~l jn context as had occurred in expo3ing 

successive floor lGvels of Dallas-Lanar domestic structures in 

SiY.toe Field i!illage in 1962, 1963, a'1d 1964 . There the fradual 

preemption of an earlier, relatively "pure" Dallas horizon by 

increasinr, increMents of a local variant of !lorth Georgia Lamar 

h.ld given rise to the coinage of the term "Dallamar" to cover this 

seorning }Jilenornenon of cultural synchresis . Bell Field l'JOund , in a 

successive, stratified context of ceremonial structures and occupa ­

tions upr.cared to be substantiating the conclusions reached in the 

finol re~ort on Sixtoo Field investigations of domestic structures . 



In the interim bet~een fie1~ seasons, carried out throuph 1966, 

A. R. Kelly and Don Smith with a few volunteer workers tested and 

opened up a ne;~ survey unit in tl e southwest quadr e:mt of Bell Field 

~~ound . A sli.-·ht rise or cont ourinff in t .. is a!'ea t~as surmised to be 

a ramp to the truncated ~md redistributed 1'1ound. Actually, wha t 

transpired was that \·Je exposed just under plowline plow-scarred 

black ff.lmbo mound fill clay peeling off to reveal a badly eroded 

platfor~ of uncttermined dirnen~ions disrupted by modern cultivation 

and subs·aquently buried under recent silt and alluvium. The sit ­

uation was re~in~s~ent of the rectaneular platforms with open 

residential structures found around the plaza area bett·Jeen the 

t1 o main nounrls at the type L;;;na r sit'3 on the Ocmulgee River, 

Macon, Georgia , in 1935 excavations . The pottery in situ was 

clcf:initnly L.:ltll<:!roid \lith an ovidant preponrlerance of Lamar grit 

tcmncrec plain, incised , and stamped series of sherds . Partially 

exposed postmolcls r.ave wall continuities indicatinP one or more 

structures on top of the pL1tforn One larPe structure, cata-

lorued as Strnctur~ //) , came out in partial c~efinition on top of 

the platforl'l . ~oken lenses of Hater- laid sand and mound fill of 

the dark pumbo, llitll srnall truncated sec,ions still in place over 

the floor area, led tn 1he tentative conclusion that Structure 113 

had been built on a ?latform extension along the natural levee 

running south tm1ard Talk.ing Rock Creek from the main body of the 

Bell Field r~.ound . 'l"~o badly det eriorated burials 1-1ith just enough 

remainin( to ir.c~cate adult inter~en~s on the bouse floor or in the 

ditch in front of the platform, 'H ithou-t: Ut;.I'ial accompaniments, were 

uncovered . Thus we had new evidence that the chronological terminus 

at Bell Field '~as a full Lamar occupation, identified in the total 



Carter's Dam con:inuu~ as pr oto-histor ic to historic provenience, ten­

tatively dated ~o~ewhere around 1700 A. D. 

Latgr in 1968, in ~~rs~ance of a contract to do village explora­

tion coGfluent t.Jith the stratified mcund , we temporarily withdreu 

from our steady ope:..·ations to expose core mounds and concentrated 

again on this Lamaroid complex partially exposed in the southwest 

qucdrant. The ne1-1 excavations disclosed some significant findings. 

For one thin£ it became apparent that the house platform was also 

stratified, of r.ultiple occupation, with at least three building 

levels of Hhich :he uppermost had been truncated by modern plowing 

and river erosion. Also w~ found ac:ditional burials, now currently 

numbo1·ed 12 in Dll, Jr.trusive through t '1e mour,d fill~ reposing on 

the floor of the first two structures or again comine out on the 

cJo•,Jns1orr. nr rii.tr.h t~ d fl:ml~!> o.r tho pl.:ltform. The clusterine of 

t h~::;e bl.rials implied ~nme sort of mortuary complex, -:md we enter­

tained for a \~hilc the ltypotllesis that "'e might have a mortuary or 

charnel ~ouse, similar to that uncovered by J . R. Caldwell at the 

Irene Mound . The condition of preserv~tion was so poor that sex 

could not be appraised uith any degrae of confidence . They were 

predominantly adult , largely flexed in a nar row, shallow burial 

pit, in several instances under circumstances supgesting a burial 

shroud constrict ing the partially 11 green11 or decomposed bodies . 

Burial furniture was in strikinr contrast to the Dallas interments 

in the rnain mound, with general absence of rel ipious or 11cult" items 

and a'1 emphasis ci utilitarian specimens, polished celts and wedge 

tools, s:>!ne b.:Jttered; stone chunldes were recurrent . No histor i c 

objects ·~ere encountered . 



~J the sur~er of 1968 the co~clusion was developing that t he 

Lamar house platform are3 exposed in the south~.,est quadrant of the 

original mound r rid l·l3S a separate and siscrete building and burial 

e~tity, even if the occupation was located on a p:Stform extension 

along the r~tural levee extendinb south and per haps ori~inally con­

fluent with, or i:1tegrally part of t'1e fjnal mound const ruction at 

Doll Field . Inasmuch as the final five ~ound constr uctions had 

been c~pletely trun-:ated except for dm•nslope rem'lants , and the 

.final Lamar platform had also been truncated in the same process , 

with a ~r~dual :illinrc in of the intermediate connecting zone with 

redistributed material, we con probably never reconstruct the t rue 

contours and cross-sectional continuity of the composite mound as 

it exisi.ed before lllodern cultivation be~an to dest r oy cont ours over 

n hun~reri yee1r~ <lfT'J . There is the !Jt<ltement of older l ocal residents 

that Hithi:l thei!· memory Bell Field Hound vias at least six feet 

h it;har l.hnn nt p:::-escnt and that several feet have been cut away 

since the famous 11:.'bi test one Freshet of 193711 • 

To return to the season<ll chronoloey of exploration at the main 

mound :iite, by 1966 field season t-Je had uncovered two definite, con­

nected structures in the north grid section of Del l Field Mound . 

These t-Jece catalogued as Structur es (L and #5 . 

The first o~ these, Structure ilL , W-3S a l ar ge, r ectangular 

structure nearly 25 feet long, wit h wattle and daub wall con­

struction, ~ith shed -like, coMpar tnentally arran?ed seats disposed 

around an open, court - like area in the middle where a massive bowl ­

shaped 6 foot wide centr al hearth ocGurred . The structure had been 

cons~ed in a fierce conflagr ation which baked the clay daub to the 

consi stency and appearance of br ick tile . The heavy and collapsed 



mass of debris m3ntled the noor area and covered the central hearth 

to a dopth of more than two feet in the central section ~here the 

saucer- sl:aped .:'l::>or dipped to the base of the central fire pit . The 

fired daub pre~et~ed with remarkable fidelity the imprints of the 

vlatt:t.e and daub construction of the Hall sections, with evidence of 

smoothinr, n:ost evirl9nt in the exteriors. \{all thickness varied but 

in places approxir~ted nearly one foot . Basal portions and two of 

the corners of tne structure were still intact to a depth of a foot 

or ~ore. The ~alls had collapsed im~ard, the heaviest deposit of 

collap~ed debris occurring over the central fire pit . Modern plowing 

had truncated th~ burned and collapsed structure in a plane confluent 

Hith the upper slope section of the saucer- shaped floor regarded in 

c.ros!'l-section . This tendency to have one saucer- shaped structure 

.:1lir.ncd ui th .:md connected with a second structure with moro level 

and rerular floor sections, wns ~ubsequ.mtly to bo observed in 

other oi tho core mound huildinr comple>cs, with data still accruine 

at this stahe of exploration in 1968. 

Truncation of Structure 1/L did not entirt.ly erase the evidence 

that this important cer emonial unit, with its implicit style and plan 

of building S...i£gesti."lg somo sort of "council house" or central meet ­

ing (Jlace had been rebuilt with an overlap of new floor construction 

cu.d a new rim co:tstructed around the large, irnpos1ng fire pit . 

After the ~~rrning of Structure UL there was clear evidence of 

the intrusion of a tomb burial from one of the uppar building levels, 

subsequently tru~cated in modern cultivation. This intrusive log 

tomb internent h~d been inserted directly throuyh the large, six 

foot wide central hea.!'+~. It vias only one of the sc-called "tomb 

burials 11 soon to become a recurrent feature of the later mound 



occupations at P~ll Field . In this instance a copper headdress , a 

large Busycon dri:li<ing bowl capped by a paint ed dog pot, and copper 

necklace indicated a person of ra~f.: i:1 the priest!;,• heirarchy. The 

skeleton was that of a heavy boned, muscular n:ale, ,,.ith a large bony 

facial structure, about the age of 35-LO. He had bGen buried sitting 

in full regalia; the booy had slipped to the side and backHard in 

postmortem disturbance, perhaps incident to the collapse of the log 

roofinG over t,.a tor.:b . l~ore detailed sumrr.aries and conparative dis­

cussion of Structures ar.d fr.u-ials later in the text will seek to give 

the inp:ications of these special intrusive interments into the floor 

and wall sections cf cerenonial structures on the Core 1 ~iound . 

II companion structnre, '~ithout the saucer-like , intaplio 

depression and central hearth of Structure #L, was soon troweled 

oul :in thu ccnlif'l' Clu:; ;area to thP cn3t . This too was a rcctnnr,ul:lr 

.strur.tu:-e Hi th Nattle and daub Hall construction, without determinable 

d:1or>1ays oxcept by a narrow, enclosed , clay-lined passage which led 

into anu from Structure ~L . The passage connection had a puddled 

clay floor, •·:ith a natting side linine, portions of \olhich \olere found 

charred on the fire-clouded floor to the passage . The clay daub 

hnd encased split, soft pine boards upr~ rht in the walls to the 

passa£e . The passa¥e led fron the west wall of Structure #S into 

the east Hall mc:: dian of Structure /,'L. Structure #S was interpreted 

to be a definitely linked or connected structure to the "council 

house, 11 wi th the further extrapolation from the archeolofical data 

that this auxiliary had more of the appearance of a "dormitory" 

than a 11 council chamber" , It had also been burned, apparently at 

the saT"ie time as Structure /IL bnt not as severely as there was much 

less mass of collapsed red-fire<il daubing covering the floor section . 



The exposure of these two structures and their recordation occu-

pied thE fielct ]arty most of t~·~ 1966 season, although somf3 additional 

tro~eling and ~ield accessioning carried on into 1967. Both Structures 

#4 and 15 lay in the north mound prid. Athawrt the East-West axis 

there soon appeared the tirht~ compacted floor section and telescoped 

lenses of unfired t·Jall daub attributed to a net-1 structure, coming out 

under 2 feet or Nore of the black gumbo mound fill. This was Structure 

116 and t~as thought initially to be confluent and possibly connected 

,_..ith Structure f5 as f!r) had been connected with #L . Doubts were soon 

r~ised in the 1967 explorations, hm~ever, as stru~tural details began 

to emerge . f6 Has clearly defined by a light tan clay floor section 

scvernl inches chick nnd an overlay of Nhitish , almost kaolinitic 

clay lenses ~hich containnd temperine material of reed stems and 

1 c:n fnrr('l nnd ;,orne rihrou::; imprc- s!lj on:.> of a loca 1 rrass not yet iden-

tified ctLno-botannically. Structure #6 had not burned or been 

s~rbjccted lo any hc:.1t .1t 1ll, excel t J.erh.1ps incipient sun drying . 

The l.mplication was this sizable building had melded dot·m into its 

b.:::>ic const.Hnont.:;, nuch in the 'Yiay thick clay walls had melded as 

colloidal precipitates in the large dormitory constructions belong-

inr. to an Etowah III parioa on top of the Sixtoe Field Mound and 

uncovered in 1962 and 1963 . Only here at Bell Field with Structure 

/,'6 many of the discrete lenses of unfired clay daub preserved a 

recopni zable identity even thouPh pressed down tight into a clay floor 

of almost similar consistency . Another anomaly was the absence of 

any 1:race of decayed i·lall posts or supporting frame t<lork, although 

l.Jeakly defined postrnoulds Here troweled out . A pregnant question 

i·Jas irnm(:diately raised . Why did not Structure 116 also burn in the 

fierce ~onflagr.ation that cunsumed Structures #4 and #5? Again 



1. 

this inquiry must be left to tr.e section on "Structures". 

Structure #7 Has uncovered seeminely on the same cultural level 

or occupation zone as Structure /,'6. It lay to the southwest from 116, 

touching the northwest slope escarpment which was exposed for some 

tl-1enty five feet in 1967 excavations. Unfortunately a huge pot-hunter 1s 

pit, 15 feet or more in diameter, had been excavated into the crown 

of tne mound, intercepting the precise critical area where the south-

west wall of #6 would have been ali~ed with the southeast wall of 

k7 . This huge p1t :o~as intrusive throuP.h the 2! feet of black gumbo 

mound fill mantlinr both structures and had completely obliterated 

the ~outhwest wall of Structure #6, penetrating on down through the 

next rumbo fill layer to damolish the southl·Jest wall of Structure 

118, a "core mound #2 11 component that was to be revealed in 1967 

and l 9'\A sea s ons . Tf t hero l,arl he en 1 ":.:J;~:::~ ~saeeway 

betl~een Structures -~lf., and ;'f?, suer wa:J d by this act 
.1\ 

of vandali fl m in r.~odcrn tililes. 

The clay floor of Stl:·ucture #7 vJas burned brick red and orange 

in patches, some localized clouding as8imilated to a diffuse central 

hearth a:-ea, but the floor vlas hard as concrete after being exposed 

by persistent hr•rizontal scrapir1g and was starkly bare of uoy ash, 

charred ·:imbers, or collapsed house debris. If the structure had 

been bur1cu, this could only have been partial and localized. • • 

it may be that location near the northt~est escarpmen-t or dip to the 

mound downslope mirht have resulted in more displacement and t-Jashing 

ato~ay of collapsed and dismembered debris leaving only the bald, baked 

floor. In any Gvent, we are left with a puzzle similar to Structure 

/,t6: loJhat is the explanation of the differential burning of these 

fo•1r theoretically related builclinps in the same complex, Structures 



liL, 1!5, #6, and !/7? 

A remarkable feature of all struct~res and occupation levels ~as 

lhe sparse show~ng of pottery and miuden de~osits in situ . This tended 

t o be true of the distribution of elemEnts washed downslope, occurring 

a s r;etritus in the profile panels to the terminal or truncated mounds . 

0 n ly a handful of shcrds or animal !.lones came from each careful, metic­

lous trowol operation on individual house patterns . 

r-;ost of the 1ottery catalogued from good context from the floor 

areas after '-leeks of steady troweling falls within the limits of a 

Dallas series as first described by Lewis and Kneberg in their Dallas 

report or Dallas material pleaned from generalized Dallas sites re­

ported over a per1od of years in the Tennessee Archeologist . There 

ir. clone DrreemGnt '1-liLh the more abundant collect ions from the domes­

t·ic honr: flonl'.1 of the Dnlln::; 1nuses Gl<"'llored in Gixtoe Fi~lrl in 

1962-6L . The most si~nific~nt cernmjc ano artifact associations ~ere 

found jr the lmrj:tl rurnituro, <?Sp~cially the assemblapes found with 

the tomb huria is . These ;:>rovide a fine col"'plem£•nt C'f Dallas mortuary 

w:ro Mtd \-Jill he cn;;cribcd in detail in the sections dealing with 

Struc1:ures and Burials . !·lhile the samples are small there is a con­

sistent tendency for the pottery to run from a hoMogenous Dallas to 

a mixed Dallas and LaT"ar in the final tru'lcate mounds, l~ith a North 

G~orfiD Larnaroid running to around 9(:1?. in the rrrul..iple occupations 

of the Lamar house mounds and village level alonp the natural levee 

to the south . There is also a persistent occurrence of more grit 

tetopered and complicated stamps in tne core mound floor s l<ihich appears 

to be some sort of late ~avannnh similar to that found at the Plant 

Hammond Mound, Rome, Georgia . 



A Brief Sum~ary of Ethno-historical Considerations 

A total of seven fielo seasons has been reported to date in the 

combined Sixtoe and Bell Field site reports at Carter's Dam, extending 

from 1962- 68 . The present 11 final report" obviollSly is unfinished in 

t erms of actual arc~eolorical salvage yet to be done in the basal por­

tions of the Bell Field l.iiound and the confluent villare area, with an 

entil·e nmo~ly dis :overed stratified mound occupation of Lamar vintage, 

apparen··ly marking the terminus of the Lalflar-Dallas continuum. 

At SiXtoe Field inl962, 19~3, and 196b, evidences were uncovered 

rdlating to an Etowah III occupation to an attenuated shot<~inF of \·lil­

b3nks spoti~ showing in horizontal cistribution. The best strati­

r.raphy came f r om the fill to the large quarry pits from which soil 

had been taken to construct the mound, with the Etowah series in the 

basal backfill of village gar bage and Dallas midden in the top layers . 

Tne Hiwass~e cultural interval, as re~orted by Tennessee archeologists 

at Hiwassee .isl and, occurs at Carters only as a 11 varian:D 11 in terms of 

ceramic diarnostics . Since TVA days the Tennessee archeologists and 

some other Southeasterners have emphasized the importance of pottery 

tLm~ering in successive cultural levels, but at the Southeastern 

Conference at Macon in 1$'68 some doubts as to the extension of this 

practice were voiced, dnd an abreement to express these sub-reginnal 

manifestations as "variants" ~~as made . It does seem definite that 

C(lrter ' s llam is posit ioned geographically in a half-wayzone between 

Hiwassee and Etowah and has obviously heen syncretized by both centers 

to a differential degree . 

The Hilbanks interval at Et owah marked a mushrooming of culture, 

an efflorescence which found expression in population growth and 



. .) 

clustering, mom.:..mantal architectt•ral, artistic, and reli£:ious climaxes, 

most of '~hice found little diffJsion or reflection at Carter's Dam or 

the larce settlement then existing on the banks of the Coosawattee 

River, :.ocated cnly forty miles to t he north . Specific 11 cult 11 element~ 

at Carter's are diffuse, tenuous and relate to a few specialized traits 

~~~ich investigators in the area recognize a stylistically 11 late cult". 

These find lodgment in the Dallas continuum at Bell Field Mound, and 

also i:i the later or terminal mounds associated with the tomb burialB. 

Sorne few conventionalized styles continue on into the terminal Lamar 

ohase, such as t~e pottery monolithic axe pipes . 

Carter's Dam, despite its geographical continuity with Etowah, 

reflects more of the Hiwassee and Tennecsee influenc:es throughout its 

history. The mcst complete parallel to the mound succession at Bell 

Fi.old j s found in the sequence unveilGd at Hiwassee Island . In their 

cventunl phys1ca.1 ar>pect tho two dominant mound pyramids with their 

apr on-l i.kc c~t cr::>icns a nd l ower hui ldinc platforms must hove been very 

mucn alike. Hiwassee cultural material is larc,ely absent at Bell Field, 

but the D~lbs co!1tinu\'m is stratir.raph~cal.ly deeper and permits more 

consecutive site documentation than was the case at the type site . At 
(>..<_d.-

Bell Field there ~at least 5 terminal or truncate mounds , indicative 
1"\ 

of a continuous cultural occupation on the site '~ith sequential develop-

monts in mound and temple architecture, sirnificant changes in burial 

types and a3sociations, and pregnant sugPestions of ritual modifications 

throu~h several generations . The beyinnin~ of the continuum and the 

interr::odiate phases appear to be "pure Dallas" with increasing incre-

ments o ·~ a florth Georeia Lamar in the final mound occupations and the 

stratif:,ed house platforms in the southwest quadrant of the mound grid 

extendi1g alan? the natural levee toward Talking Rock Creek . All of 
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tl.i~ spectrum, seemingly, is without any evidence of trade goods or 

historic contact; a proto-historic i~terval becomes presumptive in our 

reconstruction. 

This comparative lack of historic contact mat~rials is contrasted 

with the archeoloE!ical situation immediately to the south where J. R. 

Calm~ell carried out the Allatoona Basin Survey for the Smithsonian 

Institution only a decade ago. Caldwell ends his Allatoona chronology 

with Galt and Brewster complexes and describes materials from sites 

assignable co ~d~h focus . Galt is historic, with 18th century trade 

materials and documentary sources implying Cherokee occupation before 

the :temoval. The site at Sixes near Acworth, Georgia, yielded abun-

dant diagnostic material . Brewster tends to be proto-historic with 

different cerarn~c indices. Its relation to Galt Period is confused 

and not formulated theoretically. 

At the site of Etowah, vl . H. Sears, A. R. Kelly, and Ler~in Larson 

carried out sep3rately and successjvely nearly ten years of excavation. 

Kelly found Etol~ah III with increasing amounts of Tennessee materials 

(Savannah and Hiilassee) endinr. in an epi-Etov1ah interval eventually 

defined as Wilbanks. The larges sample of Wilbanks houses, both 

dom~st ic and t·; 'th one striking 35 foot t-lide council house, carne out 

at the foot of Mound B. In the succeeding midden accumulation over 
,;.l~'J 

the laref. borrow or trash pits Wilbanks~ demonstrated to change 
/\ 

gradually in tv a North Georgia Lamar. Sears fcund 18th and early 

~9th century artifacts and trade goods in a cabin si~e on the other 

side of Mound B. Larson spent a number years exposing a widespread 

Lamar occupation, overlying the deeper Etowah series, in the wide 

plaza beyond Mounds A, B, and c, and there ware attenuated historic 

~ontact materials associated with some of the La~ar burials around 



house floors . 

Looking to the north of the CoosaHatte drainare to the Tennessee 

River and Hi-..a.., ... .:s Basins, we have the extensive survey of historic 

and proto-historic towns carried out in TVA salvafle archeology. A 

rich l8th centuFf record of ethno-history with exploration of several 

uell dvcumented sites by the University of Tennessee was carried out . 

The mid-18th ce~tury site of Fort Loudon was excavated and made into 

a historical par~ . Sites in this region exhibit a plenitude of trade 

goods and archeolorical evidences 0f pioneer vs aboriflinal contact and 

interaction from early in the 18th century through the Revolutionary 

period to the final Indian r~mnoval. The Coosa generically refers to 

a uide-npreacl territorial group of Upper Creeks w!lo formed a powerful 

confederation of 11v~ar towns 11 • The Cnerokees vJe r e the mountain people, 

tile lart•ont a .. \.1 ;no::;t vmr-likn o' southo<.~storn tribes, with the Overhill 

Chorokeu living in clo5r:r contact with thE valley people and under­

goinG mer~ :;yncretization of the)r culture, as ir. shown by the corre­

sponding arche~lopical exploration of key sites . Fort Loudon excava ­

tl.ons provide so:"!':! of the pertinent data for these relations . 

The Smith~onia~ and University of Georgia surveys in northeast 

Georeia, the Hnrtwell Basin particularly, centered on a number of 

historic landmark sites of the Cherol<ee L~er Settlements . Reports 

are available on Chauga in Oconee County, South C~rolina, and Estatoe 

in Stephens County, Georgia . J . R. Caldwell has an unpublished re­

port on the important Cherokee site at Tugaloo and the University of 

Georgia carried out fairly extensive excavations in Tugaloo village, 

recovering rich trade good materials including trade beads which John 

Witthoft studied and found covered a span from the 16th century to the 
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19th. Currently with the Duke Power Company as sponsor the University 

of South Carolina is conducting further explorations in the same region 

in and around :'ort Frince George. These sites are well documented, 

with adequate ethno-historical accounts and are yielding plenty of 

historic trade gaods. The University of North Carolina is carrying 

out a t hree year research propram into historic and proto-historic 

Cherokee archeology extending "'est to sor.te of the Ydddle Valley 

settlements . 

Probal">ly any rigid concept of homogeNwus tri~l culture in the 

Southeast or even crnsitent lL,puistic entities, will be found un­

realistic and ·~o:1trary to the actual arci-teoloc-ical data when such 

bt!Come available over a wide area . The ethno-historical and ethno­

tri:lphic evidence does not agree with any such puristtc appraisal in 

rhP. h:idoric."ll s"l-;n fl"rJm 16th c~Jr;ttJry Sp.1nish explora:bion to the 

nplintered and almost completely acculturated groups of the 19th 

century. 

Despite this purely theoretical dictum regarding the matter of 

tribol cultures ~nd the efforts of the archeoloRist to intercept and 

identify them in his excavations, in the concluding and interpretive 

sections of this report the author ldll attempt to defend a hypothesis 

long rnaintail•~::u "vy both Tennessee and Georgia investigators that the 

so-called Dallas continuum at Bell Field and its counterpart at 

Hiwa~~ee leland represent a cultural tradition locally connected with 

the ger1eric tribal confederation of the Coosa and the Upper Creeks 

and that the emarPent arc:1eolopical component of a North Georgia 

Lamaroid site coMplex is to be identified with Cherokee . This 

position does not necessarily confcund the proponent with the logical 

contradiction that all Lamar components in Georgia or the immediate 



Southeast must be identified ~ith the tribal entity of ~he C~erokae . 

Al~o the f1ot.se Craek component at Hiwassee, which Lewis and 

Kneberf arpued on ethno-historical grounds rnigtibe Yuchi, appears to 

have sorr.e local representation alo:~.g- the Coosawattee, at lea3t so 

far as sone of the burial traits and fifruTed po·ttery are concerned . 

The Yuchi ¥!ere certainly present in the Tennessee drainage., and they 

riti ght well have contributed to the developments uncovered at Carters , 

but any ar~ent which seeks to abstract them from the total archeo­

logical com;Jlex v1ill be more difficult to maintain than the identi­

fication of Coosa ~ith Dallas and North Georgia Lamar with CHerokee . 

This report must confine itself mainly with the archeological 

fi11c1inG::; at Carter 1 s Dam. Any adequate account of the pertinent 

ethno-history must a\-Jai t extensive independent research by a com­

petent othno-historlnn \olho ol!jo pos[lessos a k'1owled[!e of archoo­

logical moth~== ·Jnd theory ;.md who is acquainted with the cumulative 

rosu1 t~: of ~rcheolnr:i <:.Jl snrvcy in the repion . 
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The Correlation Trenches; Mound Architectonics 

It was not until the end of June, 1967, in the third season at 

Bell Field, that trenching into the mound had proceeded sufficiently 

far and at adequate depth to provide an accurate record of the history 

of mound construction a1d the fUnctiunal relationshi? between the dif­

ferent mounds and superimposed summit structures in the successive 

occupations . These complications were dimly perceived in the field 

seasons of 1905 and 1966 and the early probing has been described in 

tt.e Introd11ctory stateme:1t . It became evident that the vertical profile 

indi~ations afforded by the initial north-south, east-west axis trenches 

adjusted to the present survivine contours of the mound were inadequate 

to reveal the relations of the final, terminal mound constructions, 

truncated in modern plo~-1ing, to the underlyinP' core mounds and build­

ing levels . It ~as nrcessAry to ~depen and to extend these axis 

orofiles to expose t !Je core strati?raphy un1l to brinp out the down­

slope fill a ·1d accretional elements of the truncate mounds if any 

total nound history was to be achieved . 

There >-:ere at least two iT!'portant factors perceived in the first 

two sea3ons wb~ch determined pclicy in selectinr new profjle trenches 

tnrough the mound . It was eviae~t b/ the season of 1966 that the 

initial ~rid system, followinr the conventional cardinal point orien­

t~tion, failed to align with the disposition of the actual prehistoric 

ntructures being brought out by horizontal clearing and troweling on 

the successive mound summits . ~t appeared that the prehistoric archi­

tects were takinr. the corners of structures as their basis for physical 

ori~ntation rather than the sioes of the recta~pular buildinFS • Axis 

trench cuts in the north and south erid tended tJ impact on the corners 



of the initial structures exposed, Struct ures #c, ~5, f6, and #7; also 

Structures /"1 and 1'2 encountered in the l:J.itial digyin~ at Bell Field 

1n the east axis trench. As the base of cut deepened to expose the 

terminal mound elements of tnL!cated mounds, we ~ere seen to be cutting 

cross-grain throurh the depositional layers and lenses rather than 

striking them straight- on to provide the best cross- sectional 

reconstructions . 

The second factor which began to be clear by 1966- -and which we 

might reasonab~ have a~ticipated from a study of the results found b.r 

Le~is and Kneberg at Hiwassee Island where a similar continuum of 

building activity on successive mounds occurred--was that a central 

segment of Bell Field mound must orif?'inally have been several feet 

hipher, perhaps ;:s muc~ as ten feet or more, than the flankin~ por­

tions exte 1ded out '1orth alonr the natural river terrade at t:lis 

point . Structures PL and /15 "Were at a lower level by severa: feet 

tnan Structure~J / 6 and #7. Some one hundred years of modern culti­

vation had !:ltripped off and redeposited drnmslope no less tha:1 five 

summit mounds, leaving only the steep sides of the former tr1ncates , 

with midden and buildin~ debris accumulated on the dowrslope clay 

elements and mound fill. Struct11re #4 postmold contimity and 

buildinf plan came out fairly clearly, but the disman~led section 

just under plowline, showed that the large, red-firec six foot cen­

tral hearth to Structure I L had at least hw stages (f construction 

~ith the implication that Structure f'L had been rebci.lt or stabilized 

during its occupation. The details of the later bu:lding were 

thorouphly ~h~cure~ by modern truncation and the l~~e intrusive tomb 

burial made directly {hrough the central fire basi1 . The blilding 
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level to which Structures uL, #5, ~6, and 11 thus becomes the first 

"core mound". By the summer of 1967 th~re was still sorre uncertai.nty 

as to precisEly how many 11 truncate" or "terminal11 mounds there were, 

but by the end of tne summer, we has ascertained that there were 

apparently 5 truncate mounds exposed in the downslope portions of 

axis trenches, and in a r.eH 11 Correlation Trench" cut throu~h the 

southwest quadram of the mound . 

ThiE was the situation in June , 1967, as recorded in the field 

diary on that occasion: II •• In econo~ of reference we will refer 

to the mound le{el on whic'1 we have been uncovering ceremonial build­

inPs durinp the last two seasons as ths first untruncated core ~ound 

cr intE:srior mound . All suhsequent monnd structures found underneath 

Hill, of conrse, also be core mounds . The torMost core mound on which 

we have found evidence of !1 buildings will be referrod to as C-1 with 

the underlyinr mounds C-2, C- 3, etc . · le have 10t yet found true 

mound base on which orir.inal mound construction began and have no 

idea of how many core mounds there may be . • . .By the end of 1966 

field season, we had evidence of at least 5 mound structures which 

hac been truncated by modern plowing . The Bell Field site has been 

cultivated ft;:: ""er 100 years, the seat of a well- knol>ln plantation, 

Carter's Quarters, an~ portions of it were cultivated before by 

Chero:•ees in the loth and 19th centuries . Berinning with the first 

downslope, indications of terminal or truncated mounds will be 

shortened to T-1, T-2, T-3, T-L, and T-5 . " 

The new profile trench ~P in at a L5 depree angle through the 

soutlmest quadrant of the mound did reveal the expected featuree very 

l>lell ae recor ded in the field notes; 11 
••• One side of this profile 

trench o:t the southwest exhibits an excellent picture of the preserved 
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do...,nslope cxtensi<m or constructional elements of the successive ter­

minal or truncated mounds . Three of t hese, T- 2, T-3, and T-L,are e~posed 

within 10 feet of a panel in the upper median part of the trench." 

(For raference ~.o profile features, see drawing of Correlation Trench 

#1) . 

The aprearance of burned daub and charred building material on 

the downslope portions of the truncate nounds is best described from 

the notes: " . In the mid-portions of the profile, extending on 

out to the mound feathered~e, 15-18 inches of water-laid sand is 

exhibited in both sides of the trench. The water-laid sand seems to 

course downward from this slope of T-3 , a dmmslope indicated by a 

speciall~hite clay loam in contrast to T-2 and T-3 which contain heavy 

imprernDtion of fire daubmd charcoal. The burned daub and fire 

material in T-? is exhihited havinF a total length of nearly 10 feet 

in the profile panel . !-3 shm~~ fairly stronr daub, but not nearly 

so muc~ and is broken and discontinuous in spots . As stated, T-L 

shol.fS practically no daub or charcoal. This rna; be a significant 

occurrence, as it might be conclusive that the structures on the 

summit of T- L were never fired or burned as appears had been the 

case '~ith the other mound constructious . The presence of heavy 

fired daub in pit fill, as in the case of the large tomb burials, 

rr.ay suggest something as to the source of point of departure of the 

intrusive rraves . It is noted that in the large tomb burial, feature 

L7, now beinr troweled out, 6 by 5 feet dimension, daub is be~ 

encount~·ed to a much less extent than in the case of the intrusive 

tomb thr<·ugh the large hearth in Structure fl:L , Feature 50, which 

was completely filled with large chunks of heavy fired daub as was 

the overburden to the burial pit. 
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In the excavation of Correlation Trench #1, a significant find 

was the exposure of another tomb burial (furial #15) in the median 

portion of the trench approaching the southwest wall of Structure #8 . 

The field note descript i on is given in excerpts: " • •• Returning to 

Feature /.'57, much tedious troweling uncovered the preserved portions 

of the collapsed coverinp timbers . These had sunk down to a level of 

10-16 inches under the tremendous weifht of the ~ave fill or mound 

overburden ab~7: +hem. The blackening seemed due to bacteriolo~ical 

de~ay rather than burninr by fire . Interestin~~ enough some small 

sections of the wooden timbers are still unoxidized, and identification 

of the wood used to cover the burials should be possible . At least 

16 transverse boards or splints of timbers 3-4 inches in diameter are 

indi cated as runnint from s.ide to side in t he base of cut . It is 

possible that these cover timbers may have been almost a foot down in the 

excavat ed tortb • • ." (next day): 11
• • • The upper end of profile 

trench was excavated to become confluent with Feature #57. This 

operation exposed the rim section of the pit and several inches mor e 

of the roof struts were found in situ angling down. This condition 

raised the que:tion as to "'hethe·: the roof logs were laid across 

from rim level to rirr. level or •·1hether theJ might have been placed 

lower d~m on ledges cut around the sides of the pit or 'l<lhether they 

mi~ht have beeP supported by vertical posts . There is some suggestion 

that the rectaDP-Ular burial pit was dug out in a bell- shaped excava ­

t~on . • • .Some wood samples were catalogued for identification b.1 

the School of Forestry, University of Georpia • • •• Troweling out 

grave fill in Feature #57 beneath tne collapsed lo~ roof, noted 

immediately a chanpe in soil, more sand and loam in contrast to the 

heavy gumbo above. This implies that sand filtered into the burial 



cavity from upslope hefore the roof collapsed. This feature was ob­

served in excavatin~ other tomb burials . ~~ 

Inasmuch as the precise details of tomb burials are important in 

the cultural reco,struction of Bell ?ielc:j, the follmvinf! notes of June 

21, ~967, are transcribed: 11 ••• further trowelinr revealed that the 

two bPrials were penerously provided with shell beads, both large and 

small, occurrinr in the general area of the head and chest. Two of 

the shell crflaMents turned out to be ear pins. One cluster of s!IS 11 

water-worn pebbles, fo~~d near th& flexed knees, may have been rem­

nants of a rattle . A no~ule of flint and two flint piecee nearby 

v1ere probably accidentally included in the erave fill . The con-

dition of preservation was very poor. The findinr of a beginning 

third molar erupting suggests that one of the burials represented a 

young ir.diVl.dual in his or her early twenties, One collar bone and 

some molar teeth in the other burial sueeest a yo\mg adolescent 

althougl! part of the major bones are so deteriorated that no certain 

judgments as to precise age or sex can be made •••• The evidences 

or some sort of matting or textile material is also uncertain, al­

thoup.h the dark or~anic mold everywhere mantling the two burials in 

a shroud- like coverin~, implies the use of a skin, probably a deer 

skin. 

In SUMT'ary: II •• • ~le seem to have two young adults or late 

adolescent burials interred close side by side with a minimum of 

burial furniture in the form of their pe~sooal adornment~ but buried 

with special care a ,d attention in carefully prepared and well- con­

structed rectangular tomb with a definits roofing of timbers which 

collapsed over the burials . These timbers were sufficiently pre­

served to enable the artist drau~ht sman to draw them in place . The 
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circumstances of the body positions su~g~3t contracted or flexed burials 

on the right side, rath~r t han the sitting burials dAscribed for tomb 

burials in the 1966 fie 11 season. " 

Explora t ion of Structures #8 , #9, #10 

One of the Most impor tant developments in the sul'lmer of 1967, 

continued unbroken as t he ~leather permitted durin~ the winter, and 

still continuing f rom the spr ing of 1~8 into June of 1968, the pre-

sent writ ing, has to do with the gradual uncovsring of the floor 

s ection and wall cor.tinuities of a complete n~ complex of buildings 

broueht out in the core ~ound just beneath Structures #L, #5, #6, and 

fi 7 described i n the fore poing narrative of excavations . The evidence 

of a continuous ::ycle of mou'rld and house construction, v.Jith four new 

build i nps emerpinr on thE 11 core mound !/211 , appears definitely sub-

s tantiating the conceptio~ of a Dallas cultural continuum at Bell 

fiel d. Core Mound .n and fl? ar e sc:parated by nearly 2 f 1 et or more 

of a heavy black clay ~umho of mound fill, thickest in the mid -hi~h 

contour s~ction of the present remnant of the mound . In some re-

srects t here is cont inuit/ and homopeneity in critical aspects of 

successive buildin~ compJexes, with some architectural additions or 

embroi deries that mi~ht l e significant in the ultimate interpretations . 

Not only is there evidente of some sort of cyclical deetruction J 
throurh ritua l demolitiot or burning i.wolving total house conjoined 

units, but there is cleal i 1dication that individual structures 

were possiblv destroyed <~d replaced without the capping of a black 

gumbo mound fill, as .1.S particularly true of Structure #8 as vi~ed 

from the oerspective of r1 full year of careful and tedioue t roweling . 

? 
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Structtrre #0 eYhibits three different cle~rly defined bowl- shaped, clay­

rimmed fire basins tr~~eled out at intervals sGveral feet apart on the 

sandy floors intPrlar ced with collapsed yellow clay (unfired, collapsed 

'~all daub) . The fn strati ng feature of unit exploration here is our 

nearly complete inability to disclose or uncover postmold continuities 

related to t!1e three successive buildings that were constructed on 

this building site . Still atandinF from the 1965 field season are 

two tnick balks of the orir,inal stratified mound, preserved in place, 

one along t .. e line of rrid stations belonrinP- tc the East-·ieet mound 

axis, the other standing profile extending onto the mound su"llllit ae 

an extension of the main Correlation Trench #1. The stability and 

persistence of t hese balks and standinr. profiles is amazing when one 

considers the heavy ero8ion a~n mechanical stress of alternate 

free·zintT a nci warming in t he fall and t-Jinter and the torrential rains 

~hich f:1ll at i ntcrvah. rt is rrobahly sirnificant in throwinr. 

some lir.ht on the :;truct\lra l inter.rity of the unfired, c:lay daubed 

huildinrs of considerabl€ size w~ich the early Dallas people con­

structed on the surn~its of the core or interior mounds. We shall 

stress the fact that these building units constructed on the core 

mounds appear not to have 1een burned in a mass conflar,ration which 

destroyed 'Jhole conjoined •Jattle-daub structures in a fierce heat 

that baked the thick wall daub to the hard, semi- glazed consistency 

of moccrn brick or tile . The walls of t he core mound structures 

clppear not to huve been c1uite so thickJ closer to 6 inches rather 

than 8-10 as beautifully preserved in the bri{?ht red and orange- fired 

wall sections found in the Core-l building compj_ex explored in 1965-

66-67 at Bell Field 1l1ounc.. 
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Relative to the early clearine of Structure 1.'8, we have the fol-

lo:ling notation in field tl iary of Au ust 1, 1967: 11 
•• Today the 

bulk of the work r.~ s been concentrated on re~oval of the mound soil 

which 6xtends at overburden over Structure "8 at the point where the 

preserved profiles of the North-South and Correlation Trench #1 meet. 

These t~o profiles ~ill be retained and Structure #8 will be cleared 

in its nortneast portion i n the angle beh1een them. Both profiles 

expose the. whole succession of occupational layerJ of the mound with 

the original survey stakes (1965) still in place on top. The relation­

ship of Structure #7 to ~ t ructure 1'9 underneath, of Structure 116 to 

Structure 1.18 underneath, 1nd of all of these to Structures 1.'4 and 115 

will be determined after the present profiles are deepened and extended . " 

Exploration of the 1hree c~njoined or closely related Structures 

110, 119, //10 l-Ias carried out con~urrently during Al.lf'USt and September . 

Contractor ' s cloth, vinyl acotate , served well to protect a buildi~ 

unit which needed "to CU 1'011 Lcforc troweling was re:;umed . The fol-

lot~inc A•trust note on eal'ly cleari nr of Structure #9 is given : 11 • • In 

the afternoon finished cl earinr. the black gumbo mound fill trom the 

northeast quadrant over tructure #9. A segment of the east -west pro­

file still standinp. showu the superimposed features of both Structures 

117 and #9 very well, part icularly where both structures dip dCJwnward 

on the east side. Struc .ure 1.17 sil~.,s the black yumbo broken away with 

diffused f.laterlaid sand ::m the narrow dO'I'Inslope subsequently mantled 

with ml)und fill of blacY. pumbo. The profile detail mip,ht indicate 

outwash sDnd ~e~o~~ted d 1rin~ a rain storm while construction was in 

pro~ress. 11 

\-lith reference to E. t ructure t9 and first appearance of Structure 

#10 t:1e followinp is not ed : 11 
• ••• 1N'ithin five feet immediately to the 
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to the north of the N. E. corner of Structure #9 and on the same building 

level, the initial shoulder and platform dip of thn floor section to a 

newstructure was seen coming out unuer the black gumbo fill to Structure 

#L. This will be Structure #10. Early i.1dications s:1ow precisely the 

same distinct yellow brown color of the unfired daub which peels off 

neatly from the unr;erlyin(l sand. In turn, the sand within less than 

five feet giv~~ wdf to a b~~l-like dip to the portion which shows a 

compacted clay at base •••• The s~ll intervening area between Struc­

ture #9 and #.lOcomprises t he shoulder or berm raised along the north­

east and northwest sides of Structure f-9 co~fluent with the shoulder 

section of Structure #10 t o the northeast . Since Structure #10 in its 

first appearance also appears to be completely unfired or burned, this 

follows a consistent pattern observed thus far in which all core mounds 

appear to have fallen dmm 1 nd melded into the basal elements . In 

short, contrast Structures #L, ,~'5 , and #7 definitely burned, and 

structures oa1 the: truncat ed summits of T-2 and T-3 are also heavily 

fired as shown by t he thi ck deposits of fired daub and charcoal and 

wattle on the downslo~e por ions studied in three or four correlation 

trenches t o date. 11 

Structure #9 cont inue<:! (Aurust 3): 11 ••• Two corners in the 

short di mension of the struc:ture are exposeq and a tapts measurement 

shows an ovErall wi dth of approximately 17 feet . This would be the 

inner wa ll r:iimens ion as ind:icat ed by the collapsed wall debris . The 

leneth of t he strt..! Ct'lre '~<~ill be close to 2') feet . from this it appears 

that these buildinps at Bell Field l ·ound, considered to be reli(lious 

structures, are only sli~htly larger than the domest~c houses (Dallas) 

exposed in 1963 atld 1964 in 3ixtoe Field." 
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Structure li9 cxhi: .:.ted an important architectural departure from 

other ~ore mound and Dallas structures generally in the exposure of a 

wnll trench. Again 'lOtes of August J, 1967: 11 •• ,For a while we 

have speculated ~~:.etoer or not there were indications of a wall trench 

on the exposed northeast wall. Now the postmolde, post inserts on an 

avcraee of 6- 8 inches wide, are troweled out at an average of about 

12-lk_inches a~t. 'fhe area between the posts is discolored and dis­

turbed . In addition, the line of postmolds is definitelY six inches or 

more below the level of the collapsed wall daub and floor section. --
Finally, we have just uncc 'ered near the northeast corner a three or 

four_foot sectiotL.Q..f a hon.zontal lofZ in the wall trench outside the 

vertical posts evidently inserted at this point as a sort of chock 

block to prevent the basal portions of the posts from bein~ thrust 

oub-Jard. The architecturr. l .features are better preserved here than 

w~s possible formerl:t . 11 This j:)~rallels construction details of Dallas 

houses described by Le~~is nnd Kneber~ in their Hiwassee Island report . 

Initial Unccvcrinr. of_ Structure /rlO. 11Also initial uncovering of 

Structure /110, coraing out :a foot and a half under Structure #L, is in 

pr~gress. The prese~ce o_ 5uch a structure was fL~st ascertained in 

clearL~ out the lof tomb burial intrusive into the six foot central 

fire basin of Structure f.il •nhich yielded an adult male priest in full 

corcmoulal attire ancl b lr :i.tl associations includinp dog pot, copper 

heaudrcsn, conch shell, ard ocads (Burial llO) . Initial tr~~eling 

along the rim of the indicated saucer- like depression to Structure 

#10 shous a compacted yer or.-~ clay •o~ith the usual d'1rk brown sand fill 

and the heavy black gumno of the mound fill underneath pressed tight 

onto the debris of the coJlapsed building. The same distinctive tan 
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yellow clay anc unrired daub comes out in narro~ lenses where it is 

conpressed b.Y the weir.ht of the overbU!·den. The general appearance 

of Structure ti lO in :.ts first uncovering closely approximates observa -

tions previously made for Structures #8 and #9 to the south and south-

east. io/hen the daub is not fired and is only sun dried, apparently 

·lnen t~et and saturated, it appears very ITIUCh like the original raw 

clay lenses broug-ht up in basket loads for daubing on the wattle 

supports . We have found no individual lenses which show the imprint 

of the \-Jattle in these unf ired specimens in contrast to the excellent 

impressions left on the fired daub. We are particularly impressed with 

the appearance of the daub in Structure #10 since it contrasts so 

sharply with the heavy derosit of fired daub recovere.d from the council 

house str,,cture (Structure /.'L ) exposed immediately overhead two field 

seasons a~o . In fact, it bcco-es increasinrlY evident with the expo-

sure of each new core reounrl mtiJdinr le.vP.l that the burninp of cere-

menial ::;tructnres W<lS an rvent which stratip:raphy inrlicates heran in 

ohout the fourth :tt:lpt' of mllunci h)::;tory, countinr. from the base of 

cnnr.trnction, wHh the; hnnviont burninr. opisodcs occurrinr in the 

conflar,r::t tion thnt con:.,uW d Structures /,'!, , i'5, and /,'I, and in con-

nectio'1 with trunc::~te mour ds 2 and 3 where very heavy daub shows in 

the. deposits clm-~nslope i~ the correlation trenches . 'o'/e can only 

speculate if this event ir. ceremonial construction and use led to 

deliber;)te ritualistic burnin~ of subseq\:ent buildiniL' complexes at 

intervals possibly a ~ene1ation in duration ••• We have observed the 

apparent unbroken construction, the lack of erosional scarring, with 

only local ·~aterlain 0epo~ its of a sinyle freshet or rain, the close-

fitting vacuum cup fittinF on the subsequent black pumbo mound fill. •• 

There is strikin~" sclectheness in the different materials used in 
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mound and buildinr construction. It is quite evident that a heavy -
black clay r-umbo is universally used for mound fill, in constructing 

the platform bas~s on ~hich the public or ceremordal building is made . 

The floors usually in cross section appear to be depressed, sometimes 

stronrly saucer-shaped (Structures f.1L., 1 6, and #10) 'rlith 'rlell-defined 

shoulders frequently raised -,lith addit ional heavy black clay over sand 

and the lighter clay. Th6 tan vell~~ish clay used in the daub over the 

wa~tle in ·1all construction is a very different clay and must have 

special properties. It i s tempered with some sort of local grass which 

would prevent crackin~ un er sun dryinf . The evidence of six-inch raw 

clay walls dau'bed or sMeared over thin wattle construction woven be-

t\oleen vertical post inseri.s at l?-14-inc"J intervals gives a picture 

of lhe bosic intnrior ~tr ll c:tnre . These walls were evidently quite 

func tional, sta~dinp for nn interval of some years with occasional 

pll tch.inc or daubine where wo<.~ tl1er ero!;ion was worst . 11 

Structures t!lO and li 11. By the middle of August intensive clearing 

in the area of Structure ~ 10 led to the discovery of a paired unit, -
Structure #11. As these t wo structures appear to be a tandem pair --in the Core Mound :12 level and have a comparable relationship to that 

of Structures /.'4 and #5 a bove them in Core #1 stratigraphic position, 

details of t heir arranrer. ent and features are especially noteworthy. 

• • • . Futher work on Structure #10 Heference notes of Aupust l11: II 

has r emoved all of black r.1.1mbo fill in the overburden and has exposed 

an area to the northeast ~here the large expanse of tan colored clay 

unevenly distributed indj cates another structure to be !mown ae 

Structure #ll . A ridpel:ike divide of yellow clay a foot or more in 

hoight separates the tHo str\Jctures . " St!'\Jcture /110 almost immediately 



33 

underlies Structure tiL: anc"l Structure 1.'11 extends to the southeast o! 

Structure ~10 in ve1y much the same relationship found for Str uctures 

#L and 6S above them. Structures hL and #S had a covered pasGageway 

connecting them with plank-like boards of hew~ staves encased in clay 

daub in the passage Halls. Hbether such a connection existed between 

Structures //10 and !.'11 wa~ never determilidd because of the extremely 

ambiguous sh~in? of p:=t~olds in the adjacent walls and heavy die-

turbance in the inte~vening spaces . Two experienced archeolorical 

assistants spent Hee:<:s of the late fall and winter of 1967-68 trying 

to trm·Jel out t:1is crit i cGl Zf'ne between the two structures. As 

there was no evicence of a.Tly firinr c.nyt~here, except in the central 

fire basins, and the collapsed yelloto~ unfired wall daub v1as lensed 

and inter lorded in a bewilderinp fashion with pJtches of sandy floor, 

very uneven ever)~here, postmolds were fGund by probin~ and palpation 

rather than by color or s•'il contrast usually present . " 

E.'vidence of Partial Bur-ning, Structure , 9. The final descriptive 

swn:nary for Structure I 9 notes of Aup.\st 17, 1967) presents some 

interesting observations hearing on the problem of ceremonial or 

ritual burning of public )Uild:i.ngs on mound sUJ'111'!lits at Bell Field, 

particularly in the later periods of Dallas occupation . These 

observat ions are im~ortanv because of the hypothesis later set forth 

in our concludL,r chapter to the effect thatthere was archeolopical 

evidence of culture chanrJ from the lower (core mound) occupation 

levels to the core 1 and terminal mound occupations . The pertinent 

II .Structure #9 has been troweled out and e>-cerpt follows: . . . 
exposed in its entirety a1d now reveals a lon~, partially open-ended 

structure with the entry ·~ay indicated toward the river and along the 
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margin of the northl-~est enbankment or flank of the mound stage at that 

time. Ovcr3ll measurements show a building of 18 feet in the short 

dimension by 2L feet in the SE- Mv dimension . The postmolds show post 

inserts of 5-7 inches in diameter, made at three sides but broken and 

partially eroded on the seemingly exposed and eroded flank on the river 

side . Some ambiJ7Uity exists in this northwest sector as some remnant 

portions of possible postmolds have been u,covered with the middle sec-

tion of the wall ::;hcr.·dnF ~tore irregularities indicating wear or erosion 

at this point . It may be that a fairly substantial door or opening 

was placed here . The whole floor section shows a ~ntlinp of the 

yellow tan unfired wall daub, most of ~hich evidently fell inside 

and onto the floor after abandonment or demolition of the building 

prior to tho construclio:t of a new mound overhead as inclicatecl by 

nearly three feet of black clay m1mbo fill which pressed down on the 

c.:oll..:lpsocl Ullfirecl daul.J ~n I; Ll enormous woight ami fits as closely as a 

clove. Not all wall daub was removed,and we have not checked on the 

presence of the charcoal or oxidized floor nata ~hich appear to extend 

from wall to 'olall. •• • S:>me question has been raised as to whether 

Structure U9 was partiallt burned or not . The floor matting is uni-

formly charred or blackened. There is no yellow or orange-fired wall 

daub. One charred timber of '~all or roof construction, two to three 

feet in len~th, was troweled out across the floor and yields a Carbon 

lL sample. l\ctt1ally, it "".JO\.lld have been difficul-t: for Structure #9 to 

burn completely even if a fire started on one side due to the fact that 

both interior and ex"t.:.4ior walls were fully daubed, and the only - --
flammAble Materials were the floor matting and the roof meeh. One 

begins to wonder how the Indians ever succeeded in obtaining a con-

flagration fierce enou~h to produce the mass of orange-red fired 
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~yering of more unfired tan clay daub indicating an earlier collapsed 

wall section •••• l'lio of t he ce"ltral .• earths or fire basins appear to 

have been inserted during the later period of construction. The middle 

hearth \lith bright orange fired borders was corr.pletely filled 11th ash 

which spilled out over the margins . This yielded another Carbon lu 

sample." -- II . One of the mos t convincing evidences that there were two 

or more co~str1ctions came out in troweling out the southwest wall . 

Here wo find four or five postmolds about 20 inc~es apart . These 

wall sections are exposed in vertical profile in the northeast 

trendin~ profile panel to Correlation Trench #1 . Here the outside 

shallow wall is partially covered by yellow unfired wall daub where 

the wall melded down both inside and outside . The inner line of posts 

in a mottled distur'ced are~ perhaps six inc.1es deep at most also die -

closes about f ive pcstmolds in the present exposed floor section. It 

seems clear that we have ind ications of two external walls set about 

12-20 inches apart and ex osed in the southwest quadrant of the build-

in~. This would mean tha t the earlier s~ructure was larger by 17- 20 

inches on a side, a~d +hi s indicated earlier, larger structure appears 

to continue on toward the southeast wall w~ere Structure #8 floor sec-

tion was first exnosec. •rere five or six larpe posts, 10-12 inches in 

diameter, are a li.Pned sl;f er tL~r. the orip.inal southeast wall to the 

earlie~ buildi~g •••• ~ o buildinp stapes are indicated with possibly 

a short interval of time intervening between construction. Theoretically, 

since there are t1~ee well -defined fire basins in the mid floor section 

at least fUnctionally th~re must have been an equal number ot building 

stages. It is possible that older fire basins might have been retained 

and used in later struct\.res . Also it is difficult to distinguish 
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between floor patcnine and the indicated practice of brinring in fresh 

sand and soil to maintain the floor under ordinary human traffic. The 

overall picture is one of consecutive building with 3t least two wall 

constructions and two buildin~s of different sizes •••• We do not 

anticipate any interval o ~ time between successive house constructions 

since all the accumulating evidence implies relatively continuous and 

unbroken buildinP ac~ivity ·'ith new house units superimposed over the 

telescoped deposits of th~ prior construction. The manner in Hhich the 

dark gumbo of subsequent mound fill fits ti~htly over the collapeed 

houses indicates a very s rrall interval of time with erosional con-

tour in€' almost completely absent •11 

At this writing in 1~·68 the correlation trenc~es , including the 

east <111tl west portions of the &.lst-·.Jest axis, LXpose no less than five -
truncate mounds, or portions t l,ereof, with evidences of three building -
levels or core mounds unuer uea t11. Correlation Trench f.' l in the south-

west quadrant provides a l oneer profile panel through the I'IOund, but 

even this profile has not hoen deepened to expose the lowest Core 3 

group of structures or t bo mound base . 

It is noteworthy tha t so much water-laid sand should extend in 

laminated bands, converfl.'ing and flattenin!l out ~ the terminal out-

wash deposits . l'rowelinr in the collapsed structures on top of the 

core mounds indicates tha t f loors were composed of several inches of 

tan san~. The walls wer( built o~ clay daub over reed wattles and -
were of substantial construction, soMetimes nearly a foot in thickness . 

In some of the wall sect " ons preserved by firing, the daub showed in 

cross-section to consist of several applications marked by a tendency 

to exfoliate alone t:1ese planes of redaubing . 'i'his would seem to 

indicate that the exteri<•r clay daub was sun-dried and from time to 
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time was renovated and repaireG by fresh applications of daub. By 

1968 as Core i 2 structures were exposed, it appeared that the walls 

on the earlier b~ilc1nrs were on the average about 6 inches thick, as 

compared to structures #L and 1;'5 for example. Some of the buildings, 

. J/5 l..e. ,. , the council house, and ff6, #7, #6 , and #9 appear to have been 

a few feet longer. These ~ere sizeable ~uildings ~adually deteriorating 

and melding down in pl~~s with scarce~ any organic ~races preserved of 

the supporting fram~ork. 

rle have entertained t he hypothesis that ritual burning of sacred 

buildines i n the later moQnd occupations was preceded by simpler cere-

monies in early Dallas times where the renewal rites were accomplished 

by a token burning or by fl r J. tual of demolition in which the supporting 

poles Nere pulled out and the daubed ~-Jalls pushed in and onto the floor 

section~ . This mirht exp lain the absence or incompleteness of wall 

continuities as in Struct•Jr es 1.'6 and #8, as ·Hell as ~10 and #ll . The 

collapsed building mir. ht be covered over Hith a few inches of ea"ld or 

~umbo in the early stapes---another token ritual as from Core #2 level 

upward the custorn appear s to have been that the Indian architects 

broupht i n two feet or mo re of black clay gumbo as Mound fill,i . e . be-

tween Structures #6, #7, 8, and f9 with another two feet or more of 

dark pumbo in place over : ore ."1 str-.1ctures truncated by modern plow-

iny and the recent 1937 "-lhitestone Freshet" . In Structure 1.'9 there 

could have been either a:. accidental fire that consumed one corner of 

the building and t he noor matting from wall to wall, or there might 

have bt:en a token burnint of a corner of the building before the cere-

menial oemolition and dismantling took place. Some skeptics might 

maintain that the s i tuation is adequately explained b.Y simply assuming 

that prehistoric settlements on the Coosawattee were per iodically 
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occupations of dmnestic Dallas houses in Sixtoe Field were also burned, 

which accords -wit:1 tre tendency found in Bell Field Mound . The bypotb-

esis of a chan~e from ceremonial deMOlition to ritual wholesale burning 

seems to be more ~ongruent with the stratigraphic evidences . Also, as 

we shall demonstrate, there ~ere other significant changes, particular~ 

in burial customs and acco,1paniments and the development of a ~pecial 

rr.ortuar~' o.1are. 

Resum~ of ~rcheolo~ical Components Exhibited in Four 

Seasons of Ex:avation at Bell Field Mound and Villa~e Site 

''no ~ound Stratif!raphy 

1. Tlu·cl: coro or lnlor i<>J' mound:; anti corr<!~pon<'li np occurx1tional l~vels. 

Core J 

Core II 

Structures f.'w ~nd ~~~ 

!'6 anci / 7 

Structures i9 and #10 
'6 :mel /Il l 

Coro lJI (.:ot yr.t c:Ycav1tcd , hnt prosoncc 
determine~ by srr~ll test pits 
from uppor occupation) 

Structure f/12 under Structure #5 
Structure #13 under Structure 118 

Also theoretically ross ible and anticipated are two additional 

Core III structures unde1 Structures f-9 and #10. The same unit com-

plex broupht out on the ~ ummit of Core I and Core II, with the tandem 

arra.·1p.ernent of inter-connected buildin(l~ (Structures HL and #5 , /!-9 

and /.110) is eXJXcted to occur w:1en all of Core III is exposed . 

Ordinarily, in convnntional stratigraphic reference, mound levels 

and occupations would be numbered from bottom to top, but the a ctual 

sequence at Bell Field wns not determinable during four seasons of 
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excavation, so a reverse procedure is employed here . 

The narrative account of e~cavations at Bell field, seasons begin­

ning in 1965 and still current in the summer of 1968, fives the results 

' of field 1o~ork in regard to Structures #L and #S and #6 and tn initially 

encountered in the immediate sub-humus level. The history of trunca ­

tion in the upper mound anc the profile indications has also been 

presented in the tex".: . 

In addition to the radical damaye done to mo~~d stratigr aphy by 

the truncation of the five terminal mound constructions, large pot­

hunter excavations into tlle summit made during the last 40 years 

penetrated through Core I and II levels and severed the connect ing 

soil links between Structnres f!f, and /!7 and underneath destroyed the 

\·Jest half of Structure I!P. 

Moreover, it was obsel·ved that there was more than one building 

::;t::l('o r epresented on nome of the discrete house patterns . This was 

notably true of StiTcture ''L, the Council House, as shown in at least 

two overlapping constructi ons of the large central hearth or fire 

basin and baked clay extensions or hard oan confluent with the basins . 

Truncatiorl b,t p:::...;wing ha c.. erased most of the upper structure, narrowly 

missing a 11d preserving i r tact the earlier buildinr, which we success­

full' recorded in 1965. Ti1e details of Structures #1J and #5 , with 

the. remarkable covered ctnnectinR passageway, were faithfully pre­

served. The heavily firt,d wall daub, with basal portions of the 

tru~cated walls includinr some corner sections , provided excellent 

impressions of the suppOJ•ting wattle work and lathing in the 'Wali 

construction. It '1-JOuld be possible to make a f a irly accurate scaie 

model of these structure;3 from the archeologi ca l recordations . 
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As c.iscussed in text, Structure t'B also clearly had h!o or three 

buildings constructed success ively on the same site, as shown by three 

impressive fire basins and broken, disconnected sets of postmolds . 

Failure to :iork out postmol d indications of wall cuntinuities corre ­

spondin~ to each huildinr. unit is ascribed to the fact that none of 

these Core II buildings wer e burned . The confused and diffuse mottling 

in the sandy floor sections su2gests that these buildings were dis ­

mantled, the supportinp oost inserts salvaged and +he walls of unfired 

clay daub allowed to fall in over the floor sections . Another factor 

l-J~ich makes difficult the precise determination of each occupation 

level is ths almost complete absence of any midden deposits or broken 

pottery or animal bone or charcoal ash (except in the fire basins 

themselves), 11hich •-1 oultl h<1ve r rovided contrast in the accumula Led 

and ruelclecl bu i l ding clebri • . Thi s geYJ eral scarity of micrJef'l rema) ns, 

in contras t to the situat: on J'onnd in tro!~elinf' out floor sections 

of domustic hous t:s (as oct:urrcd in the 1562-63 exf loration of Dallas 

houses in &ixtoe f ield) tu.1d~j to l:le true of all bu1.lding complexes 

uncovered at the Bell F ieJ.d r,ound from core or basal mounds to the down­

slope accumulat i ons uf lh• t~rmin~l mounds . It is probably a neasure 

of t he sacrosanct nature of these public buildings . 

It is noteworthy tha t here was a marked differential in the 

de~ee of burninp, ~ot on ly as between different mound levels , but 

between buildings in the :ame complex. The Council House I'L was the 

most fiercely consumed; ~tructure •. 5 conjoined somewhat leal!! so . 

Structures 1'6 and #7 exhi bit ed still less evidence ; most of the bright 

red or orange bakec areas ~~re adjacent to or r elated to fires in the 

central fire hasins. The re is a marked contr ast in thi s r espect be­

tl~een the upper "!ound occup-:1 tions and the l otiermost core mound 
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occupations, so much so that a special tabulation of the evidences in 

e~ch case will be set forth in this text . 1vidently whole building 

units on the upper truncated or terminal mounds must have been almost 

completely burned, jud~inf from the massive deposits of fired daub and 

charred reed and wattle on the respective downelopes . These evidences 

of a presuned cyclical, ritualistic burning of building units on the 

successive n~~~= ~umMits strongly suggest cultural change in 1mpor-

tant cerenonial and symbolic as?ects of the culture in which ritual 

and c;clical burninP. gradually replaces simple demolition or partial, 

token burning (Structure 9?) . 

Of the core structures u~covered thus far at Bell Field, Struc-

ture t9 tias preserved with more faithful details . It was well 

insulated by nearly three feet of stiff black rumbo separating it 

from Lhe mound summi t and buildinr seat of Structure //7, and fortu-

~~~~ely .it o:>capcd tho mu t il:J lion of the hugh pot-hunter 1 s holo to 

wllil!h ~lrucluro ;, 8 wa:; :>l.!bj<~c t. wo woro thus cnoblc.d to work ou~ 

J'O::ltrHohl linos for the ouLor w:Jlln, itluic<.atod i nner p<:~rtitiono, the 

clear conn~ction of Structure It 9 to Structure //10 by a col'lnecting 

passageway utilizing post inserts instead of the split boards found 

in the pas~age between Structures 1.4 and #5 . Also, there was the -
interestinr- detail of a well- preserved charred matting which ex-

tended f rom wall to wall. Evide,ltl.y wall to wall carpeting, 

for which this ~eographital section of North Geor~ia i.e now famous 

in its textile industry, has an ancient tradition in the area! 

Structures lilO and 1.11 in the north rrid of mound survey in 

Care II provenance were Jainfully and meticulously troweled for 

months by a small traine( crew during the winter and spring of 

1967-68. The utmost diff Lculty was experienced herf1 in trying to 
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find the poscrnoi~ wall patterns . Th6 central fire was fortunately 

eY~ibited fair e~ough, but the collapsed unfired wall daub wae mixed 

indi~~riwinately ~ith d:srupted lensing of the yellow daub over the 

undulating floor section. The berms or narrow shoulders of the small 

pl~tforms on which the t\-Jo side by side structures had been built 

were practically on a level and confluent, but no clear pattern of a { \ 

\\
~( .-\I 

passc-ge ccnnection could be made out . "'e cannot affirm that Struc- ~ ( t ol '{, 

tures , 10 and l'll <.~ere co 1joined as we know #9 and #10 were . The ~ '4' -p-,{2. 

core b ildinp units were all very nearly the same size. They have 

the same rectangular plan and layout . lione, except possibly Struc-

t~re t9 partially, were subjected to any burning . Again the contusion 

of postmolds and the minpling of sandy floor and collapsed unfired 

wall daub is theorized to be relic of intentional dismantling of the 

buildings with probable economical retention of the supporting posts . 

Structures ,, 10 and /.11 are definitely positioned on a lower 

level or platform to the north of Structures ~'8 and 1!9. There is 

clear evidence from the am•nslope projections of the final building 

period~ (the truncated mounds) that at least 8 augmented and raised 

buildine levels, each with Hs own cluster of a building complex, 

r.mst hnve given a height greater than 10 feet abo7e the apron- like 

extension alcnr. the naturnl levee to the north. The original ground 

plan vietied fl-om the sidt must have looked very t'lllct. like the dU'-

ferential building level( projected for the large mound complex at 

Hi'1assee Island and desctibed in the reconstruction of Lewis and 

Knebore . 

A stHl lov:er level of building occupation (Core III) is indi-

cat6d from temative lJrolli~ and correlation trench exposuree at 

the base of the Bel1 Fiel d 1ound. 'Ouring the winter of 1968 vandals 
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dug a small test throur.h the troweled floor section of Structure #11, 

and examination of the profile oisclosed indications of another floor 

level about 18 inches below the prese~t floor . 

Under Structure #8 the presence of another buried occupation and 

buildiny level has been shown in a num~er of the vertical profiles set 

into the center of the main mound fro~ featheredpe in the correlation 

trenches . Cor:-elation Tre:1ch Ill, cutting in from the southwest or 

SSW, i~pinges on a yellow clay platform shoulder in the median por-

tion of the nound . A sir::ilar exnibit was uncovered in the axis trench 

dug into the mound fr om the east in t he initial cut Made in 1965 b,y 

volunteer stude'1t workers . In t he summer of 1968 1~e are still trying 

to work out a better defin.l tion of the multiple floors of Structure l,lB 

::;ea line the Cor e ) struc1nre tre ntioned on mound base . This basal 
rf· 7 

structure has been c.:rtalo uorl as . Structure /!1) .---T'h~ried st~ure ·l ~ f¥. 1 

under !:tntcl.m·o //11 \~ iiJ oo ~;Lt·uctnre t/1) . Obviou~ly detailed c --
parisons of these t•-w b<l::<tl pairs are not available at this time . 

Since Core 1 cY~ibj ts a clusterine of L structures, two of which 

#L and #S were conjoined) and the sa~e situation is demonstrated for 

Core 2 'lith ~~....,·c tur6s liB, 119, #10, and #11, we anticipate a tandem 

series in the basal Core ) ~oup, which means probably that addi­

tion .1 structures ·o~ill u timately be uncovered under Structures #9 

and #10. Note that Structures #L and #5 are on a lower level than 

1/6 and u7 and that #10 and ~~ 11 are slightly lower than their partners 

118 and 1/9 , although h 9 and #10 are conjoined and confluent with a 

shoulder or berm betl-Jeen. 

Until the Core ) structures can be uncovered and studied in 

detail, some of the argument advanced regarding radical changes in 

customs and architectonics cannot be completely demonstrated, i . e . 
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ritual burning vs demoli t ion and disnantling chanre in burials (tomb 

burials in Late Dallas) . 

2. The Trul'lcated ~rounds 

Clear evidence of t ·1c prior existence of these terminal struc-

tures at Dell Field exist s only in the situ deposition of burned 

house debris accumulatin~ on the do~nslope, untruncated remnants . 

The best profile indications are preserved in the draughts of 

Correlation Trench /il appr oaching from the southwest in the south ---grid; the west terminal section of the East-west main axis trench; 

the nortm1est correlation trench toward the river; the initial trench 

dug in 1965 in the east approach of the East -~Jest axis trench, exposing 

Structurt!s /l:t <:H1~ 1.12, ten t n ti voly revarded as srr:all au:xiliary st.ruc-

tures at the foot of t he 'then functional mound . 
'--' 

t'hes e critical profiles are described in some detail in the text . 

In this summary it ldll suff ice to note that in each instance there 

occurs t he same "eneral indication that the T- 2 and T-3 identified 

downcloi'E Ul'lits exhi bit heavy deposits of burned daub and building 

debris. In all, the fina] downslope deposits of T- L and T-5 are 

hardly appreciable except for a white ribboned clay with little 

burned rr;a terial. These also appear to have been whiplashed and 

eroded to a ~reater extent than was the case of the earlier trun-

cates. T-1 is faint with little evidence of extensive burning on 

top. The earliest fierce co11flagration is indicated to have been 

on Core 1, particularly with Structures ll!t and 115 . The evidence is 

not complete or absoluteJy consistent but tends to favor the hypothesis 

that the later buildinc complexes were systematicallY destroyed b,y 

burninr,, with subsequent construction berun almost immediately of 

.. 
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n6'-l mounds and a ne1-1 set of bui::dinrs . 

The architectural data from archeolofY combine with sipnificant 

observations of rariic<lll..V chanp.inp. burial custo!"!''S to sugyest the 

development of important innovations in the relip-ious life of the 

Dallas people . Ceramic and artifact data for comparisons l·dth Core 3 

structures are sparse and await future e~cavation . 

3. The Dall~~gr Platforms on the South Mo\~ Terrace 

"'.n the SUITllTter of 196- a large dounslope a~1ea along the south­

l'Jest quadrant of the mound rrid ;1as shaved horizontally at a depth 

just below plcn-Jline, an operation •o~hich exposed a number of disin­

terrrated burials disrupted by plm1inr, and the recent mound clearing. 

At fea llteredge so:'le bright red- fired floor areas and the init i.al 

exposure of a riefined plat . ern began to show . l~otes made then and 

laboratory study of surface collections indicated a possible new 

component at Bell Field thou"htto be a nearly pure Lamaroid unit 

or rallas-La~~r mixec rel~ted to the established stratified sequence 

we had been explorin~ for t hree years in the Bell Field Mound . At 

the titte our main concern ~1as with the crash propram to complete the 

main mound excavations, so the nel~ unit '~as postponed until the sum­

mer of 196l1 when a fresh ar reement •.-.as negotiated with the National 

Park Service, a .1d i'unds Here made available. Clement Brothers, 

contractors at Carter's Dcm, obliginr.ly bulldozed off the heavy 

frinr,inr wooded area and thick underbrush along tbe natural levee 

of the river, effecting an enormous saving of time and labor in 

removinp a heavy alluvial Dnd vegetative covering . In the following 

wetks of SU!Tlmer the 1960 f:i.eld party has exposed a 2$00 square foot 

area . 



L7 

The result has been t o uncover a str~tified buildin~ area of nar­

rm~ly superimposed buildings with ditch- like sump areas on the frin~es . 

At least three successive buildli1r levels and occupations are discerni­

ble, with the third and l ast (?) severely truncated by modern plowing 

and r ecent freshets . At this writing we have some record of lL burials 

exposed in burial pit s or graves intrusive into the house platforms or 

interred on the slopes or in the low sump area at the foot of the 

platform. Pottery a]1d diagnostic artifacts from the floor midden and 

associated with t he burials identify the archeological context as 

predominantly Lamaroid . There is definite persistence of a Dallas 

component intermixed, especially in some of the pit burials uncovered 

in late June and early July. 1•1e are assuming that this new str atified 

mound at the fea 'theredpe tias a distinct component from the truncated 

mou,ds on top of Bell Fiel d t:ound, althourh there is cultural simi­

larity between the ntixed Dallas and Lal".ar occupations on the final 

mound summits and what ~y have bee:\ an apron-like extension with 

sptcial structures toward the south terrain along the natural levee 

of the river . 

\</e cannot be sure thnt this late occupation was completely 

removed and subsequent to the final mound occupation, inasmuch as 

t.1cre were at least five terminal moUlld levels that had been com­

pletely truncated . From stat~ments of old res idents in the area 

whose recollection goes bnck SO years or more, it seems that Bell 

Field had at one tine at least six feet more heiFht, and when pro­

jection is l'!lRde to the fj rst half of the 19th century 1-<~hen Carter 1 s 

Quarters was in its p~~~e, the oriyinal height may tAve been greater. 

A striJ<ine metaphor 1~hich the author heard duriny his boyhood in 

Texas assumes a new sirnificance. • • . "more money than Carter had oats . " 
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Some of the erosional truncation took place around 30 years ago. 

The most severe freshet in the memory of living informants ~as the 

famous 111-lhitestone Freshet 11 of 1937 . This meteorolo"ical event has 

begun to assume the proportions of a local flood myth. Whitestone 

t~as a mountain community whose inhabitants 'ftere drowned . Old timers 

vividly recall mule and cattle cadavers festoon~ trees at a height 

of 20 feet above t he ground. 

l1oreover, we have indicated in reporting on catalof"Ued material 

from Bell Field featheredge contexts in previous seasons that ther e 

was a noticeable increase in Lamar pottery in the terminal occupa ­

tions . This accords with the analysis of materials gleaned from two 

seasons of field work in 1962-6) on domestic house noors in Sixtoe 

Field . It is quite pos~:i l•ln that a late or prot o-M storic Lamar 

component villape, strunr alone the terrain stretching from the 

mound to the conflnencn with the T1llcinp Rock Creek and the Coosa ­

wattee River, mipht also have included some occupation or use of 

the terminal mounc summit . There mirht have been a town house on 

the final summit, the end point of a continuum whose spectrum begins 

tiith an Earlv Dallas and ends with a North Georgia variant of Lamar . 

Unfortunately, the tr .. u~ tion of the mound destroyed the architec­

tura) evidences of succe .sive builcing and most of the pertinent 

deposits , includL~c conn.cting units between the moa~d and apron- like 

extensions . ..Je still have some profile cuts to make to check .1'\lrther 

on this point . 

The crux of the situation came toward the end of June, 1968, and 

the week of July 4 at t hd Dallamar platform in the southwest quadrant 

with the opening of the large pit in the centr al part of the platform. 

We are still in the midst of trowelin~ this large feature which t urns 



out to be a large log tomb interment ~ by 7t feet accordinF to the 

disturbed signs at the level of t he platform floor. The large pit, 
~ -

Feature f! lO, was partially cut through one edr e of the large fire 

basin set in the ap~roximate middle of the platform area . It wa~ 

uncovered immediately below a tough seal of black gu~bo fill which 

s€parates this seccnd sta~e of the stratified platform from the upper 

truncated portion ~o~here we were surface collectinp- and where burials 

were found disturbed by plowing and !'reshets of recent year~ . This 

nttDns we at last have one typical log tomb burial in prec~e Dallamar 

context; the others uncovered in the Bell Field Mound were all intru-

sive from some unidentified occupation level higher in the mound 

within the truncate seriGs . 

The following excerpts from the field diary will pive the beet 

description of this very important Feature #10: . . . . It was II 

observed that the pit cut throuph a larye bri~bt orange fired cen-

tral hearth, about 2 feet south of the east -west line of grid 

stakes ••• Soon exposed two pottery food vessels in place ~ide b,y 

side at a depth of 2 feet bel~~ the floor surface where the pit cut 

trxougb one side of the J ar~e red fired hearth . The two pots, one 

with strap handles and nc•dal protuberances, the other with simple 

teat-like nodes on the shoulder, were plain, sh'!ll-tempered specimens 

assignable to the genera ' Dallas nortuary complex. " 

"A shouldered led~e oearinp: frarments of decayed wood splints 
~--

or split saplings dipped do•o~n with imprints of the wood at a depth 

of around 1 foot from t hB floor of the platform. Some of the decayed 

wood f~ber looked like c. dar •••• Catalogued shards from initial 

troweling at floor level and in the upper pit fill showed mixed Dallas -
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Lamar pottery. • , • &ria l //1) soon appeared in the top fill or 

shoulder portion of Feature #10. A finely cut or milled stone cbu~ 

or disc about the size of a half dollar was disclosed near the badly 

crunhed skull of the burial. A shell necklace showed in the ~eneral 
...___ 

neck end shoulder region of the flexed burial. Eventually we had a 

tightly flexed interment, buried on the right s)de with the head 

oriented towarn the east a nd the face toward t~e south . The bones 

rlere in a very poor state of preservation and were flattened by the 

weight of the overburden. " 

11In addition to the l arr.e tomb burial, Feature #10, 2 smaller 

pits a~pear indicated cut through the floor , side by side several feat 

to the west of Feature h110 . These are ~ray-black fill contrasting 

uith the varieea t ed mott lin:J md diffuse oranfi7e - red clouded floor 

section of the platfor m on ·o~hich all the burials broupht out in 

harch-June, 1968, occur ••• • !ru:lediately to the east of Feature PlO 

the superimposed burial c luster on the plat f orm floor, Burials I'L, 

liS, /.'6, 117, and !t8 (infant , t eeth only), still lay exposed in place 

where they were described in f-lay-June notes. These burials appear 

i ntrusive from the upper t r u'lcate hvel restinR on the floor of the 

present exposed platforrr., 1-1hereas Feature l'lO, the larg6 tomb burial 

pi t , and Features #17 ana # l fl appeared only after chipping the 

dark clay r-umbo of alnost concrete density adhering to the platform 

floor . ' ' 

111brial ''13 -o~as fur ther defined as a slender, sli~bt a oult , 

flexed burial; ~ones, i . e . humerus and leg bones small and gracile; 

note unusua lly neav-1 rJeal on molar teeth. Add one important detail 

on burial association: ~umerous small pebbles concentrated in pocket 

fe\J inches above the cru!. hed and flat tened skull. ••• these in 
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similar situation in at least 2 other log tomb burials have been inter­

preted as evidence of dance rattles, eit:,er terrapin or gourd. We 

have also noted the e~dence of a dark organic soil around the con­

stricted bones suggesting some sort of shroud or coverinp,, po~sibly 

a skin. This feature was extrapolated in descriptions of the cluster 

of buriCJls {1/l, 1,!5 , 116 , , 7) on the platform a few feet to the east . 11 

Initial tro-~elinp of furial #ll1 near the 2 Dallas food vessels 

revealed a massive skull ~ith larre r.~stoids and skull bones ~quashed 

and skewed probably by the collapse of the roof t imbe!'s . These latter 

were found pushed down over the burial under the weirht of the burial 

fill. Further details will have to await the rewrite on the section 

on burials . Here \ole simply note the si{lnificant occurrence of this 

laree loe: tomb burial in fixed a.r·cheological context on the burial 

platform of the Dallamar component runninp south alonp the levee 

from Bell Field Hound. 

L. Presumpt ive Dance Floors at South Pgriphery 

In the extret"'e south terminal end of Correlation Trench t/1 in 

1967, a baked hard pan of compacted sand, in three laminated bands 

tl-.o or three inches apart , had been recorded as a sp~cial feature, 

possibly as structures . 1i t that time they were regarded as probable 

house floors superi~posed at the featheredge of the main mound, possibly 

auxiliary structures of Sl)me sort related to the ceremonial activities 

on top of the mou."ld similnr to Structures /11 and /r2 found at the 

beginning of the 1965 seaaon at the east perip."lery of the mound in 

the East-West axis . In the case of Structures #1 and #2 there were 

profile indications of wa :er-laid sand coursing down the moun~ filled 

with fired house debris and charcoa~ spreading out over the burned 
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floor patterns of the small structures at the foot of the mound. The 

situation at the south periphery o! the mound ~as conjectured to be 

very similar. Actual ly, in returnillf to this problem in the surrrner of 

1968 and in extendinp t he base of cut in Correlation Trench Ill toward 

the south and bro~dening this over a 1000 foot exposed area, we did 

find that the water laid sand coursed down the terminal slopes of 

mound truncates to c0nverge and flatten out over a wide area at the 

base. The downwash ~as assignablE to T-t and T-5 and the assumed 

final occupations on top of Bell Fiel d Hound . 

However, i n extendin~ the excavation area at the south end of 

Correlation Trench #1, the conditions uncovered there did not fit our 

expectations at all. There were absolutely no postmolds or house 

pattern indications anywhere in the superimposed impected sand . The 

fired areas were diffuse : nd randomly scattered; they did not look 

like fire basins or hearths which are unambiguously defined in house 

patterns as we had experi need them in past seasons . There was no 

midden on the 11 fioors 11 , only the overall hardening and compactinfl of 

the sandy sediments in lavers . The layers were outwash sediments 

f'ro~ more thc:a .. .::-:e trunca • ed mound slope of the final occupations . 

Hhat kind of pl ausible hypothesis can be offered to explain 

this particular combination of archeolorical data? Sand, almost 

pure sandy outwash sedimE:nts, will not compact to a hard pan of 

such durability under an~r natural conditions except where limonitic 

or calcareous cementive 1 rocesses are present . Here we have the 

hardened layers being impacted continuously over intervals of time 

os they spread out fr om cl ownwash deposits from successive mound 

slopes to succeeding occ11pations of the mound . Aleo, as time pasBee 

more and more of the imp1cted area is being envel oped and intercalated 
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in the expanding motmd featheredge . Finally, consider the location of 

the phcn~menon at the featheredge of the mound slope and off to ane side 

not more than 3C feet frcm the Late Dallas or Dallamar platform which 

stretches out alon~ the levee as an a~ron-like extension of the mound 

to the south . 

~e are interpretinp these sandy hard pan areas as public dance 

platforms. Study of the recorded profile of Correlation Trench lil 

t,.ill show the panel features that ere being used here as evidence . 

~!e can conceive that the hypothetical dance area is a busk JUound, 

but not necessari~. Both the Cherok~es and the Yuchi had communal 

or occasional dances in whi~h mer women, adolescent boys and ~irls 
.,t 

participated and wh::.ch did not require the conventional and formalized 

arrangements of the busk. It may be racalled that at least three of 

the lop tomb burials contained ycunp, ndolescent individuals, possibly 

women, ~1bo seemec to hr> .. ~ dance ra.ttles as burial accompanying furni -

ture. Our theo~etical reconstruction of the tina span involved in 

the Dallas and Dallamar continuum would extend from somewhere around 

DeSoto timaa to t~e 18th century . The biy cove ex~nse on both sides 

of the Coosa i3 the presumptive site of Coosawattee Old Town . In the 

formula favored for ethnolorical reconstruction, Coosa is related to 

Upper Creek tribal confederation; the particular North Georgia Lamar 

component is ide:1tified with Cherokee in the 18th and 19th centuries . 

In 1929 the auth~r lived with the more conservative Cherokee at Big 

Cove, near Cherokee, Nort~ Carolina, and witnessed the Booger Dance 

and last recall of the Eagle Dance (war dance) led by trib31 councilor 

Will West Long . These were vigorous, rythmic stamping routines en­

ac~tid in an open field with wide : trticipation (not the Eagle dance, 

which was only for warriors in preparation for war party ~oing out on 
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the path) . Similarly, wi th the Y~chi ~ances the women participants 

wore as many as a dozen t errapin rattles on occasion . Conceivably, 

this sort of persiste!1tly reenacted "stomp dancinr" mi17ht produce the 

specialized arc~eological exhibit described herein at the mound per iphery. 

S. The Village Area 

We have detailed wha t appears tc be a special burial ground or 

mortuary comple~ and a presumptive dance area at tne south end of Bell 

Field Mound which seem tied architectonically to the history of mound 

construction and use, but which could also be frinfing occupation of 

the extended village, concentrated along the levees on both sides of 

the Coosawattee River and Tal king Rock Creek. Aerial photographs sholi 

dark soil areas and heavy vegetation in these areas and test pitting 

over some of the critical territor,y has demonstrated more intensive 

domestic occupation over 1 considerable period of time . The Andover 

field parties in the lat e 1920 's e~countered historic trade or con­

tact material with ~raves in the villape area at "Little Egypt" , just 

across Talking Rock Creek junction from the Bell Field Mound site. 

Moorehead sent some of these specimens, a rusted sword and others , 

to the Metropolitan Museun in N~1 York for historical identification, 

spurred by the conf;i derat i on that these tnight relate to 16th century 

Spanish sources, particularly DeSoto. The Ketrc•politan t'tUseum made 

a non- committal report, according to hoorehead , Brgely because of 

the rusted and badly detGriorated condition of the artifacts . Two 

large silver crosses vJith engravings on both sides were obtained from 

Coosaliattee by a Macon, Georgia, resident in the early 19th century, and 

~.;re later acquired by Hilli.am Claflin of Belmon, Massachusetts from 

the Georgia collect i on. These also were thou~htby the Georgia 



55 

antiquarian c. C. Jones to be relic of DeSoto contact . Analysis and 

commentary by several auth0rities reported in the Sixtoe Field Report 

by A. R. Kelly ell cone~ L~ identi~ing the Coosawattee crosses as 

belonging to the early 19-th century . A Dallas burial uncovered 1n 

the ~op level of one of the midden filled quarry pits in Sixtoe Field 

had a fine, slender dapg~r or poignard with some silvering indicated 

thought to be a dress weapon rather than a trade piece. Intrusive into 

the top truncated occupation of Sbtoe I~ound vJas a burial in which an 

adolescent was interred in a pine box with an early 19th century string 

of blue beads •• •• thi3 '·las considered probably a burinl of tha 

early 19th century Cheroko3 occupation just bsfore Removal. The above 

recital of occasio:-tal disco,:m·ies provides some docl!l'r.cntation for his-

toric contact, m1t not ne~rly as much as nip.ht h~ve boon anticjpat€d 

in 1 years of exploration i~ Sixtca ~nd Bell Fields . 

The fact is that du.:.-ing the 7 yP.ars ue have been primarily p:-e-

occupied vlith the conplex 5tratip·aphic successions in Sixtoe ancJ 

Bell Field Ho\Lij a:u1 have only had so rrr..1ch tine and money and per-

sonnGl at'> could b~ detached for village site testing . Si.Y.t~ 't!as 

widely scraped by hc::tvy rr. ·chinery to peel off the plowed, disturbed 

ground, and several long survey strips over 100 yards long and 20 

feet wide were planed off to disclose pits, house patterns, and the 

numerous quarry pits filled with village midden. Si~ilar clearine, 

but on a smaller scale be~ause of the heavy vegetative cov6r, h3s 

permitted more restricted village site explora~ion in the f~~ acres 

immediately around Bell Field Mound. All indicatione point to 

( Little Er.YPt across Talkinr. Rock Creek a~ potentially the most pro­

~ lific site for histor;~~ ;ontact materials in situ. Unfortunately, 

the Corps of En~ineere has not been able to close negotiations to 
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purchase this property. There have been condemnation proceedings and 

the owner is not very coo}JE!rative . It will probably be 1969 before 

survey can be started there. In the meantime, further upfield on the 

same side of the river, a 1968 summer field party of the University of 

Georgia with a college student cadre, is befinning survey of the 

William Potts tract , ~ncovering a stratified midden of woodstock 

(terminal 11foodland?), early Etowah, and a top level of Lamar similar 

to that combined with DJllas in Sixtoeand Bell Fields . A large col­

lapsed clay daubed structure, not fired, seems indicated in the area, 

but work here will begin in mid-July, not reported here . In summary, 

thu~ far we have not been able to expose any impressive historic con­

nections of the Coosawattee site, even thou;h the layout on both sides 

of the river exhibits the p·,..oportions of relatively larp,e settlement 

patterns and a fair ccncentration of population in Dallas and Lamar 

times, with consistent indications of continuous occupation, unbroken 

until pre-Revolutionary 18t 1 century tines when the si~e appears 

abondoned or only lightly occupied . Before final survey is com­

pleted at Carter 's Quarters nore attention should be given to the 

village coiTiponent:<: to fill j :1 tnis indicated chronological gap. 

Also, as stated in our brief synopsis of the ethno- history, an 

intensiv~ and extensive study of ethno-history by a specialist is 

needed to correlate with the archeolo£ical findin~s . 

6. Tha Sub-Mound Occupation 

There is very little to be said about this basal component of 

&11 Field for the simple ro:won that in four seasons of field work, 

we have barely exposed it . Until the Core 3 structures and interior 

mounds can be exposed and rer1oved, we cannot get at any considerable 

. ..... .t......-l 
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portion of the occupation at mound base, except in the m~athes cut by 

the axis trenches anp correlation trenches. In the few instances where 

such restricted exanunation is possible, as in the west leg of the East­

West axis trench, we have already encountered evidences of a heav,y occu­

pation ~ith numerous postmolds, pits, and a fair initial sho~ing of 

pottery and midden ac~umulation . 

No total house patterns are possible as yet, but the potentiality 

is good for ultimate recordations. 1·1oreover, the material gleaned in 

preliminary collecting at mound base exhibits a marked increase in grit 

or hard sand tempered ~ares in contrast to the steady showing of shell 

tempered Dallas in the mo\mc occupations. Finally, the projected con­

tours of this early, sub-mound terrain imply that Bell Field Mound 

was built on a knoll or high eminence of the levee system and that 

the present level around t he mound hBs filled in and enveloped the 

basal constr,1r.tions to a depth of about 10 feet, Hith tailings on both 

sides of the mound paralleling the river. Some cf this is recent 

sedim•.mtation, but erosion and aggradation have been reciprocal pro­

cesses, and \ole are concerned with the cultural deposition over a 

period of four or f~ve hundred years. Our excavations are still 

probing the superficial layers, and the deeper diagnostics are yet 

to coma. The sub-mound at SL~toe across the river disclosed a 

stratified situation sealed in beneath the mound with Early Missi­

ssippian and Woodland co~ ,onents and n r.oocl Archaic all present . 

It would have been most cJ cs i.rnblc to explore this promisinr sit-

uation more extensively, but time and money ~ere not available 

under our contractual a?reements . It is hopad that conditions will 

be more favorable at Bell Field . 
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BURIALS 

If one employed the conventional dichotomy in vogue t~enty years 

ago in American archeolof!Y, buria 1 mounds vs temple mounds, Bell 

Field would have to be put into the latter ~ategory even though some 

striking and significant burial complexes provide some of the more 

important cultur3l diagnostics. In fact, since building levels and 

f!eneral occupation yield a minimum of midden and catalogued material, 

the pottery ano other artifacts f ound associated with key burials are 

the best indicators of cultural change and continuity . The contrast 

betw.Jen so- called "priest burials" on the mound and those of the 

ordinary surrogates of the Dallas culture, as found at Sixtoe Field, 

is quite distinctive . True, as the argument was first advanced in 

that report summary) it dealt with a situation conceived to charac­

terize the Etowah III "shamans" in their large dormitory constructions 

on the mound and their r elations with the supporting citizenry in the 

village without , b\rt as r:ill be seen in the "pots and people" section 

and concluding chapter, tlus general concept ualization is applied to 

the Dallas continuum also. 

¥1Bny of the burials f irst found and recorded on feature forms 

belonged to completsly disrupted and scattered remains, indet erminate 

as to age and se:x, as l-le)l a s without pood context to any fixed occu­

pational level or in sitt1 r epresentation. We h:3ve reported ho>~ old 

residents relate t"lat hi~torical floods or "freshets" alone cut away 

at least six feet of Ber. Fi eld !-found, and this has been a continuing 

process up until the sito was taken out of cultivation in 1962 . We 

have seen, too, that cle<lr evidence exists in the long, vertical pro­

files thro~h the tTound, given by several correlation trenches , 
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demonstrating thst there •Jere at least five major trt~ncations , which 

means that · about half of t~e mound history is preserved and can be 

studied only in materials derived from the dmJnslope segments . 
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Undoubtedly, many of the burial pit remnants, basal portions only, 

and Jismembered flo~sam of human bones, encountered in clearing opera ­

tiona in 1965 and 1966 on the present mound summit at Bell Field, can 

be attributed to these prior excavations and erosion . Ten years before 

the University of Georgia began its survey on the Coosawattee, John 

Wear of Fairmount , Geor~ia, an acute student and local collector, had 

kept a watchful eye on the rich deposits on both sides of the Coosa­

wattee and had salvdgad a fine collection of Dallas materials exposed 

by flood waters bef·Jre t hese could be lost in the hands of ignorant 

and irresponsible vandals. It hardly seems worthwhile to detail in 

our burial summary ~ore such elliptical commentaries as the following 

relating to. Burial #1, Feature lfll: 11 •• Another burial on mound 

summit, in black gu11bo, clapth 8 inches, probable remnant of one of 

Dallas burials exposed i n the 1950 1 s when John ·lear salvaged some 

20 or mo1•e. ProbRble adult male consists of part of skull, tibia, 

2 fibula, vertebra] sect .on and pelvis missing . No burial furniture . 11 

Burial f2 appeared •o h3ve escaped the deluge and the pot hunting . 

This was a circular or o'lalish pit intrusive into black f?Urnbo from one 

of the overlyint: truncot" mounds, depth ~om pre&ent 3urface 2. 2 feet . 

It was an adult, probablt female (?), strongly flexed in oval pit J. lJ 

feet in diameter, turied on the riFht side with th3 head to the north­

east . The bones were in a very poor state of preservation. furial 

furniture consis·tec of 2 bracelets of l:rrge conch core shell beads 

(six) and two other orna·nents of 4 beads each. Beads here are lar ge 
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columellrr..a cyllindrical cuts. Also noted triO circular sl"lall sheets of 

mica over the right humerus. One small pottery vessel with handle . 

Noted presen(;e o; 2 shell spoons at the side of the flexed burial . 

Burial 1!3 l·Jas also found in very poor preservation, troweled out 

at de~t!1 of one foot from the present surface, intrusive into the 

gumbo fill from some indete~nable point above, pit dimensions 

).2 x 2.0 feet, It~d been buried on the left side with the head 

to east facing south, medlu, flexed . Ribs and vertebrae were en­

tirely nisai11g .below the •t~oulder where it seemed a relic hunter 'e 

spade had disrupted thing • If so, this operation did not uncover 

the burial furniture cons isting of 2 shell ear pine and a shell bead 

ornament near the knees. 

The next fe~ burial ~ntries are ignored as they are fragmentary 

and too scrambled to be of any lytical consequence. He proceed to 

Burial l 8, recorded in J~ne 1966. This r1as judged to be a female 

adult buried in an oval ~it 5.6 by 4.6 feet, with tenuous indica­

tions of an associated cl i ld burial indicated only by a small bony 

trail of the jaw and roaxHlary and some deciduous teeth . The burial 

area here had been comprtJ ec by a bulldozer clearing 8 inches of 

plm~ed JYround from the nc•rth grid of the mound . The adult was semi­

flexed, buried on the rirht side, vlith the head toward the nor t heast . 

The bones were in very poor condition, but a small, frail adult o! 

hardly T",ore than S feet 1tature, with slender , delicate bones was 

indic:ited . The interest ne feature of furial MJ wa 3 the accompaniment 

of 7 ~llas pottarJ vess!ls , theor€tically reconstructed to be food 

vessels buried ~ith a mo.her and child interment . Vessels I and II 

~ere pressed against the child's skull; pot III wae set in pot IV 

·, 
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just below the adult skull; pot V was near the mid-sectio1 of the 

adult; pots VI and VII ~ere belm~ the flexed long bones of the leg. 

This colloGtion o~ Dallas mortuary ware, associated ~ith Burial 

#8, comprises se~eral indivjdual vessels of particular interest . 

Several had to be restored from frag~ents in the laboratory. One 

of thece was t h.J plain, shell-tempered bowl with t~o striking ri1n 

adornos; a finely modelea ~1le Indian head ~ith lips pursed as if 

in the act of ~histling ; and a broken adorno fr~ the opposite rim 

which appears to hnve a r.ult iple raised terrace s.ymbol, i.e . in 

South~estern Puebloan s~bolism these would be interpreted as rain 

terraces. ·ro d-ub the hurr.an head adorno with its excellent facial 

portraiture and fine tlctail of the hair-do a "whistling Indian" ie 

proballly too simplistic . • • • there \~ere likely more deeply religious 

connoln tions . !.1 Yuchi r ytholo•·y, for instance, there is the concept 

of the \·h)l'ld being or po\ orful spirit, '~hich 1rlL1en translated to the 

nearest Englbh cquivalcr t ~1ould be 11 Drcath Y.aker11 • 

Another restored ve~.ncl from Biu·ial l.'t assoc~ations was a badly 

crush€d 1ater bo'!:·i:le of ~lnple fona; this was poorly fired, with a 
. 

warm, creauzy- texture; i ~ w s brittle perhaps only because sun-dried 

and unoxydized. Similar ·~ter bottles occur widely in Tennesse and 

Arkansas collections and lwve been figured in Dallas mortuary aseem-

blagos, often vlith the adrlition of negative paintinfl, not identified 

i 1 the case of aJrial #8. 

Some ambi~uity exist s as to whether Burial #8 is to be con-

sidered a truncated loe onb cut a\'lay to the basal burial deposit or 

whether there ·.~as a simple pit possibly rather shallow made into the 

mound fill. We cannot aJfirm such a conclusion as the truncation was 



too radical and the burial pit l-Jhen discovered was only a few inches 

below the present surface. vle judge that ·this woman and child, with 

rather generous burial accompaniment, must have been a person of con-

siderable consequence and that extra care was taken to insure for her 

in the after world. • LJ associated with her burial consists 
t 

of food vessels, and thes~ might well have been ordinary domestic or 

utilitarian types except ~or the watflr bottle and the remarkable ves-

eel and its theoretical l i fe giving or breathing principle . Another 

restored vessel :1as highly conventionalized modeling possibly repre -

sentative of a fish or frog, a recurrent theme in Dallas forms, but 

this too could have been ,, convenient container or food dish . 

Burials #9 and 7,11 Wt; re UL1Covered incident to the peeling of 

the plov1ed g:-ound from th·:! lower mound slopes in the southwest quad­

rant in 1966. At tl~t ti :e, this area was stil l considered par t of 

the recular mound grid su ~vey are~ and only recently have we made a 

new site component relate i to a separate stratified site apart from 

the •main ~ounc, theor~~~c ~lly perceived as some sort of mortuary 

compl~ i n Dallas-Lamar or Dallamar times . The burial data are 

given here as ori?i~ally transcribed as ~e have uncovered about 12 

new burials in this area in the su'IT!rller of 1968, which alon~ 1~ith the 

current c isclosu~e of our latest log tomb burial (Feature #10, &rials 

#13 and #lLh assumes part i cular sip,nificance . Burial #11 was a semi-

flexed interrr.ent of a heavy boned adult rna le (?) troweled in a shallow 

pit directly below the pl ·1 t form floor and intrusive through a few 

inches of black gumbo fil l still adhering to the floor section. The 

burial fill was house detri~ not burned . It was partially disrupted 

and in a very poor state of preservation. The only burial furniture 

. 
I 



6L 

consisted of part of a conch shell, two small discs of mica , a cluster 

of water-~orn pebbles (a dance rattle, terrapin, or gourd?), and a few 

shell beads . The burial ·t-~as flexed on the rig-ht side with the head 

turned toward the southwest. Burbl #9 was also t:r·oweled out in con­

nection with the clearinp. of the platform in the ~outm~est quadrant . 

This ~as an a l~c::;t cornplt:tely decayed adult skull, placed face down 

in the d.1.tch or sump aren a t the foot of the platform. It may have 

reposed in a shallm~ pit or grave, but the erosion and sandy silt 

deposit s at this point ~ve removed all defining features. 

Burial /flu . ;'oature ~'56 . This was anoth~r burial uncovered in 

peelinp the soil just un c:r plOl-lline in the north grid survey. It was 

a pc~rly preserved t~rial in very frapmentary condition, bones com­

pacted by press-urG, with low.r jaw and teeth, femora, slight traces 

of tib La and pelvis, but no -...:rtab:;.·ae or rib cage; semi-flexed on 

dght s i de , h.Jac to the ~o· theast . 

, I?urial Fu.".:itur3 Wi~h .8-Jl·ial l.1lh . 5 crushed pottery vessels, one 

of which is hardly resto. ·able but se~1:1s to be a conventionalized zoo­

morphi c (f;sh o: fJ.•og?) lith 2 small food iars, a "'ater bottle, and a 

snall bowl. ~his was a ypical P.allas burial association and recalls 

Burial 1/8 whose pottery • ccompanimants have been described in some detail . 

Log Tc.JTib Burials 

T.e speci~lizad int t r ments at Bell Field are presented separatelY 

in a body of description because, phe.1ornenologi:all:,r and theoretically, 

they are conceived in th 1ir major implications for culture change and 

development of a new mor ,unry complex with distinctive artistic and 

styli~tic treatnent in bte Dallas tiMes, at which time cultural syn­

chresis and refocalizati•m produced what could be considered a secondary 
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ef:.."'lorescence or "Southern Cult" . Burial complexes and central religious 

ideas inextricablY inten oven with them constitue a hard core of cuetoms 

that are much sloNer to chanE!e or to be substituted . If one is to think 

of Dallas a:> ca ::..)na fide culture Hith essential ethos, values, religious 

formulations of life and death, family and clan, then we must be con­

cern~d with what the archeologist can extrapolate from burials and 

sacred places, from intercepted rituals uncovered in specific contexte 

\lhich are somethi~ more t han "features" to be exposed, Measured , 

photographed, and described in their purely pQysical aspects. Culture 

may have no concrete, sense-perceived, or perceptible reality and may 

be only a "construct in t he mind of the ant!1ropologist, 11 as most of 

our current text books a1 c at some pains to assert, with the axiom 

that follotis that the art :l ;:'acts and "features" of the archeologist are 

the only stylized prod11ct ; of the thinp. called culture . However, 

since culture "en the hocf11 is a very different thin{! from a dead 

cul;tura in th3 r.round as dj sclosed by arci1eolorical exploration, to 

the arcneolor i s t his dur~hle little relics have a reality and an 

immedi ate cultaral identJ ty uhich are constructs in his mind, too, 

but he seldom takes time to e~gage in sufficient introspection to 

bring h i m bac:: to this p1 esent world . Like the col'lllc Alley Oop he 

gets lost in his time m3chi ne or like Allee he never returns from 

behind the looking glass t o become aware of the mirror image. Like 

the ethnographer and the ethno-historian~ he must suffer the process 

of "translation" and may evoke his own "mystique" in an effort to 

communicate to hiS readej. s and professional colleag\. es . 

Burial 1.'6, r"'eature I. 36. This burial was found in an oval pit 

l1 .2 x ). 7, with a depth 1hnt 'Was ultimately determined to be around 

3 feet. Farily well pre~ et~ed hewn boards were found over the collapsed 
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pit, uarkedly ccpresscd in t1eir median by the weight of the overburden 

and collapsed and broken to deposit tneir mass onto the the burial under­

neath • • n aL~lt ~ale skeleton was exposed in a partially sitting or 

recumbent position slunped against the rear sec~ion of the pit. The 

pi~ itself ~1as at first considered to be a large stora1.7e pit excavated 

at the northaas~ corner ( f Structure I.'L with the burned daub and 

corner wall protruding i n the troweled out pit and with Structure #5 . 
only a few feet away on the o:her side. \·Ia were not aware of the 

existence of a class of special burial pits or of individuals who 

apparently \-Jere receivinl? special forMalized attention in their 

burial. •• it uas only ] li t er that our minds came up with the con-

struct of "log tomb burials" . Qlr ini tial recreation of the situation 

disclosed was that some Hmior member of the family had a sudden 

dGmise, and hi3 faMily, unnhle for some reason to take time to dig 

him a proper r.rav~ had r t01~od him awa.v in the nearest convenient 

ro:lt i nt; place, \)hich ha , !)oncd to be in this instance a commodious 

storage pit~ .o burial furnitu re was folli~d except one small Dallas 

plain rectanrul~r food •esssl troweled out f~om undernooth one of 

the collapsed uoards . he term "board" (t~e have also referred to 

them a<; 11p1D nln·") descr bo3 what appears to be split tiJ:lbers used 

in t he covering over th J burial pit. A he.3vy rain interrupted the 

troweling auu .• vte taki 1g o.1 this burial, which subsequently required 

two weoks to recover fr ' m the mud. In his resurrection, due to cir-

cul': . .stances be]ond our c ntrol , as in the first notion of his demise 

and lurial, this coor fJJlo~ seemed to have received rather casual 

and c3rogato17 treatment. The question ~oes arise in regard to the 

disp~rate ritual care a :1cl provision of burial furniture indicative 
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of status as beh1een Burial /.16 and Burial 1'10, Feature t. LO, which 

follows . 

furial tlO, Fea ture !·!sO. This was one of the best pre~erved and 

r~ost striking of the 11 lor tomb burials 11 which came to be recognized as 

one of the most significant developments in t he later mound history of 

Bell I'ield . It was uncovered after furial /,16 described above and be-

cause of s ome special difficulties connected with its troweling took 

some lleeks to be completely exhibited. At first the pit wa~ considered 

to be a particularly atrCicious and destructive "relic hunter'~ pothole" 

intrusive into the centet· of Structure #b and the huge fire-hardened 

central pit to the saucer -shaped council chamber . Modern plowing had 

truncated the mound at a level just a few inches above t he pile of 

collap!;ed house debris f i llinp the saucered depression. It looked as 

if the pot hunter had bel '1 probine- the area with its redistributed 

burned daub and had intel'copted the tou~h walls of the huge fire pit 

and had immP~~~+aly hack1d his way down t hrough the rubble and fill 

to the fire pit, consist ng entire~· of large fired daub chunks , some 

tha f,ize of a man 1s f ist or larger, and had probably finally given up 

in diogust with the thou. ht that some other relic hunter had preceded 

h . I 
llTI. A. R. Kelly did thu .first troweling on Feature #40 and for some 

days was working under pl'etty much the same assuptions of the alleged 

pot hunter until it was noticed that the pit fill was extensive and 

very homogeneous without mixed materials as would have occurred with 

a recent excavation. T!v re was never any chubt but that the huge 

mass o1 collapsed fire d· ub had come from the demolished and heavily 

fired council chamber. 

The eventual uncove ·ing t ook several weeka,and several people 

participated in the work on Feature t'40. No logs were actual.,ly found 

·, 
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in situ over the coll3fsad ~ill to he box-like pit; Most of the top 

fill t o the tomb had evid9ntly tumbled in after the collapse of the 

log cover. It could be that they were present but were not detected 

in our failure to underst and the nature cf the excavation i~,the 

beginning clearing; and possibly the burial pit was dug from a higher 

levGl, anc the original point of insertion had been truncated by 

modern ploHing . The diMensions were very similar to those disclosed 

for EbriMl 1."6. The central burial inside the tomb was exposed defi­

nitely in a sitting posit ion, if one allat·lS for some post- mortem 

slumpinP. an~ :~~t.ortion . There were indications that the sitting 

body had underr.one consi•lerable decay in place , had turned 11 green11 

with the connective tiss' te and ligaments rotted until the shoulder 

girdle had broken away, nnd the arm bones had slipped dO\m by the 

rifiht pelvis; the skull had fallen forward on the chest, and the 

torso exhibited a strong backt-:ard torsion 1-1ith the large vertebrae 

twisted and displaced in t ho sacro-iliac region. A copper headdress 

had sl~pped do-.-1'1 over thn right cheek bone, and a pearl necklace was 

also dizplac~:J, at first thought to be copper . Dr . Joseph W. Johnson, 

physicia n from Chattanoo 'a 'tlith a long interest in Appalachian arche­

ology, visited t he nite o observe and take notes ~ith A. R. KellY 

at this stage of operations. It seemed that the log tomb had begun 

to fil l with a ~· :mdy :oa soil before the untimate collDpse of the 

log roof and that the reuuininp, space in the tomb had filled when 

the heavy rll·ed clay d3~ l f rom the burned and collapsed Structure 14 ' 

ac~urn..1lated on top. As he collapsed debris lias irmlediately under­

neath the plo\Jed ground, there can be no certainty as to just when 

the intrusion took place or from which superimposed truncate mound 
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wae the point of insertion. In discussion of Structure #L, we stated 

that there was clear evicence that the council chamber uas of multiple 

construction with a secord fire ba3in built over and sealing in the 

f irst. The h:.l·P.ti clay rim and iMmedj ate floor area was exfoliated 

and peeling off uncer th€ trowel in a manner to suggest that the floor 

adjac·:mt to the central fire basin had also been rebuilt. We did not 

find t~Jo separate ·Jail constructions, only the basal portions including 

some slirht upstandin~ basal wall still in place around the saucer . 

We should also nc·ce that Structures #L and #S appear to have been 

comstructed on a lm1er l evel connected with the higher mound to the 

south, uith Structures #t and #7 and the S truncated mounds exhibiting 

evidences of their preserce in dmmslope terminal sections. Thie means 

the final S mounds may net have extended or had apron-like additions 

t() the nurth over Str 1<.:t11:.'e:; //L :md //r; and that the::;os structures, with 

t.ho addition of reliuilt \ u.lldlngs on the same floors, may have been 

11 Lennlnnl11 fort heir portion of the OVC11tual mound construction . This 

raises the q~t::stion as t c. hot-~ modern cultivation and erosion have cut 

al-lay 6 feet or fl:cre from the top of the mound, truncating S terminal 

5tructures wi-thout dostrc ling more of Structures m.~ and #S . Certainly, 

in a fr.w more years neitl lr of these Core 1 structures would have 

been prsservod, and the 'xcellent detail of their architecture still 

rccovc.>l·ed in 1 ..,65-66 wouJ d have been lost also . 

UcGidos t~e copper leaddress and the pearl necklace, three other 

intportant iter~3 of buriaJ i\1rniture were found carefully arranged with 

the burial. Tnsre ..,.)s a copper earspool and near the feet of the sit ­

tine f!.rure a fine s peci1ten of a painted dog pot with a large &sycon 

conch shell draped over 1he spout, pierced by the spout of the dog 
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pot due to the pressure of t~e bea~ mass of collapsed daub. The dog 

pot is illustrated by photo in this text as is a scaled drawing of 

Burial #10, prepared by Helen Gregg, artis-drau~htsman on the project 

and illustrator for this report . Similar dog pots, almost facsimiles, 

have been found at other Jell- known archeolop.ical sites in Georgia; 

two from the Bull Creek Site on the Chattahoochee River, Columbus, 

Georgia . Another was from the Neisler }fuund on the Flint River near 

Roberta, Georria . Note that both of these s i tes belong to the general 

category of n~jor Lamar sites , similar in most respects to the type 

site on the Ocmulgee in ?-.aeon, Georgia. They have been figured in 

collections from the peneral Southeast, especially Tennessee {Thruston) 

whero He found sxamplos of other Dallas mortuary vessels, i.e. the life­

death rim adornos, negative painted water bottles, and closely approxi­

mDted human hoad adornos to our 11t~histling Indian" . In a wider range, 

they occur i n prehistoric horizons in Colima , Mexico, in the Nyarit 

cultures, and in more attnnuated but recognizable form in Huastecan 

region of Mexico. We have illustrated this report ~ith photos of the 

Bull Creek doe pot burial and the pottery vessel itself. Of the 

Gecrgia sites, Bull Creel· has been excavated , and a report is forth­

corning in the near future !'ron the Laboratory of Archeology, University 

of Georgia . The Neisler founc! , south or southwest on the Ocmulgee 

out of hacoT'I .;,... ,.entral C'eorgia has been excavated by the Andover 

Museum, Andover, Y~ssachusotts, but no published report is available . 

In tb·.: comparative secticn and recapitulation at the end of this 

report, t.Je t~ill discuss the relation of these Lamar Mound Centers 

to the Dallas and Dallas-Lamar continuum uncovered on the Coosa-

wattee. Since dog pot e1figies occur in a complex ceremonial burial 

·, 
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context over a \\'ide area from the Southeast to t1exico, it is evident 

that a special problem exists in studying this widespread diffusion 

of a complex trait. The fact that the huge drinking cup, made !'rom 

a large Gulf Coast conch shell, was placed just above the orifice, so 

the dog pot would sup.gest that thia large, powerful, big boned make, 

about 35-uo years of ace, 1~a s specially provided with the equipment 

for ceremonial cri!Ming, a sacred c:b•ink perhaps like the 11 Black Drink" 

described by 18th centUXJ ethnographer for various Y~skogean tribes in 

the Southeast. 

Burial #13, Feature 155 . In the discussion of mound architec-

tonics, reference was marie t o profile relations shown in the original 

East -\lest axis trench st j.ll standing . In the section of the text dealing 

\~i~.; h structures, the supc!rimposition of Structure #6 over Structure 

116 and a l·dde soucor-likt: construction which follows the contours of 

Structure //8 '~as describ( d. Structure h'6 and Structure #8 were both 

partially cut tr~oueh by o large intrusive burial pit which shows in 

/ 
the profile in t he miu-p~ nel. This burial pit, as reference to the 

lJrofj le dr<minr. will sho' , was exposed in place under the lensed clay 

or mound fill O\'er Struci ure 116 and is seen to cut down into and 

through the nound fill o• er Structure #8 . In short, we have another 

log tomb pit intrusion t:lroueh both Core 1 (Structure #6) and Core 2 

(Structure #t). Some co :usion exists as the East~¥est profile 

standinr covers the exteusion of Structures #8 and 1/6 alike over 

into the north grid,and .he downsweep of the saucers to both #6 

and #8 was broken and ba1!ly warped at this critical point by the 

large mass log tomb buri-11. 

In 1966 the l og tom ) burial 1113 t·Jas troweled out to expose the 

interment of 5 ~ndividua .s , u adults and one separate, floating skull . 

'• 
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Prior exposures of log tomb burial~ had all been of single individuals, 

but this mass inhumation exhibited a number of exotic features . Among 

these are t he remarkable bur i al accompaniments . One rest ored vessel 

exhibits four rim ador nos, arranged opposi te and in eeeming anti­

thesis to one another, a pair of death's head modelings, and a pair 

of life masks . The styl izi ng and symbolism of these plastic sculp­

tures is quite clearly rendered by the primitive artist . The death 

masks exhibit a r ounded smoot h skull contour, hollow eye orbits, 

nasal sills , no ear s . The life masks delineate four hair knots on 

top of the head , have f ashy noses, ears, sof t parts of the face , and 

r ather pr otrus:!.ve eyt;j b:1 lls . Such Janus-faced pottery on simple bowls 

havr. appeared at sever a. pla ces in the Southeastern United States as 

repr esented in illuat r a.ed texts, but the recognition of the symbolism 

involved does seem t o htve peen noted or critically compared with 

similar l ife-death r~pr'sentations found in Huastecan Mexico. In 

the illustrations to th ts text some of the Tennessee examples have 

been reproduced . 

Another dist inct i v= pottery find associated with the multiple 

burials in this log to~o was a Fortune Noded vessel, wi th the loop 

handles brol<en and the rim re-drill ed for suspension. Fortune Noded 

has a l~ide coverage in Mississippian period sites covering pretty 

much mos t of t·.,e Southeastern United States from the llississippi 

drainage west . A. R. Kelly recovered one from the fill deposits 

t o the prehistor ic dugcuts around the Macon Plateau in 1935. 

A remarkable carv~d sandst one pipe, a highlY stylized human 

effipy tiith bizarre trc.1tment of t he mouth and teeth, is r eminiscent 

of certain Mexican scu~pturos . When our field representative in 

·, 
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Mexico in 1967, incident to our site survey in Tamulipas and northern 

Vera Cruz provinces, shcnied a glossy print of this specimen to Mexican 

archeolo~ists in charge of national monuments and permits to excavate 

in Mexico, and hA was asked suspiciously if this specimen had been 

"registered". Their assumption was that it had come from a Huastecan 

site cu:rently bein~ excavated under permit arran~ements . Several 

archeologists have ventured a ca~tioue opinion that the pipe effigy 

from Burial #13, in good Dallas mortuary context, shows a generalized 

resemblance to Mexican representations of the Flayed God, Xipetoteo. 

It is certainly an aberrant and exotic specimen so far as the American 

Southeast is concerned. We have already some other exotic elemente 

in this Dallas mortuary complex that have Mexican parallels . 

One cluster ~f objects found together in a pile was speculated 

possibly to have been the contents of a medicine bag . The concen­

tration is itemized: one. J2-inch flint ceremonial knife, red ochre, 

3 galena cubes, 3 typical Lollas "burial points" . In this cormeotion 

l'le recall a late Dallas or Dallamar burial, made into the top fill of 

one of the large "trash pits" in Sixtoe Village and uncovered in the 

season of 1964, which exhil ited a flexed burial with a large number 

of beautiful Dallas burial points clustered as if they might have 

been kept in a akin pouch triginally and with the burial one of the 

rare specimens of historic contact, a small, deliceted steel kni!e, 

dirk, or poignard, which wd s tentatively regarded as a dress weapon 

of an individual which in Eome canner had gotten into the hands of 

this 17th century Indian at Coosawattee . Also, we have noted other 

burials with dark organic n old and stains to one side and peculiar 

concentrations of random collections, strong~ suggestive of a skin 
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pouch or container with these talismanic specimens ranged together, 

and hypothesized that these might have been 11 medicine bundles 11
• Such 

burials t-Jere very frequent i n the historic and proto-historic Cherokee 

sites, i,e. Tugaloo in Stephens County, Georgia. 

Yet another anomaly is mentioned at this juncture, with some 

caution, as this needs furt her study and confirmation by experts . A 

decayed bone and tooth seot :Lon, identified as belonging to a large 

--
saw fish, is a find that muBt have been exported from the gulf region. ---
Regarding this find, our Huasteoan field archeologist was advised by 

personal communication in M(!xico that one such saw fish with teeth 

bad been found in an Aztecan grave, A similar saw fish specimen wn 

recovered from the floor of Structure #4 in the compartmentalized seat 

section underneath a collapHed and burned wall that had fallen in over 

the seating as if it might have been hanging on the wall in the back 

of the compartment at the t i me Structure #4 was burned . Two such speci-

mens from the general area of Structure #4, a council room layout 

indicative of the nexus of < eremonial activity in the Core 1 building 

complex, one definitely pari of the burial furniture connected with 

an important multiple buriaJ in a large log tomb, emphasizes the 

ceremonial importance of th i s item in local ritual. An attempt will 

be made in the final swnmaiJ· chapter to appraise the total impact of 

these cultural At raws in thE -w ind, .. lhich seem to point toward a Gulf 

or Carribbean diffusion sprfad at some interval in the Post-Classic 

developtr.9nts there. 

Burial #4, Feature #35. Initial troweling on this burial first 

uncovered in the superficiaJ debris of the burned Structure #4 was 

done by A. R. Kelly and sub~ equently recorded by two graduate students . 
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The burial was disclosed in a jack-knifed, slumped position suggesting 

an original sitting position. The skull was still resting on a !allen 

burned timber of Structure 14. In final interpretation, we are con-

sidering norr that this interment was originally made in a log tomb 

very similar to that descrioed for the first lo~ tomb disclosed just 

outside and partially abutting the northeast corner of Structure K4, 

i.e. Burial #6. Modern cul tivation has clipped o!! the mantle o! 

collapsed debris of the burned building, narrowly missing the burial 

itself and preserving onlY the basal portion of the box-like pit. 

Initially Kelly entertained the view thet .&rial #4 was that o! an 

adult male l-lhose body had b3en inserted into a shallow grave made 

into the collapsed, burned house debris of Structure #4 on an OOCII-

eion soon after this ceremo1ial burning took place. There were no 

items of burial furniture t' be recorded in this instance. The 

rather ambiguous find ings are reported here as final consideration 

convinces that t .his is part of the data relating to the log tombs at 

Bell Field . Note that we n:)\·J have evidence of three male adult 

skeleto·Js uncovered intrusive into the noor section or i.mmediatel,y 

outside the wall of Structu re l'L. This concentration of burials in 

such a restricted area, cen tral to the ceremonial life o! the com-

munity, might in itself be 1 clue to some strong compulsion or 

necessity t o inter certain individuals posthumouslY in or on a pre-

scriptive locus. 

Burial #15, Feature #Lh This log tomb burial was exposed in 

June, 1967, brought out incident to the extension of Correlation Trench 

#1 from the sruthwest or SS f to converge onto the central portion o! 

the mound and the exposed floor o! Structure #8 . Thus far in the 

on-going account, we have s aen repeated instances of box-like pit graves 

• 

. . 
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dug intrusively into the floor section of Core 1 lllOund and structures. 

These were covered with saplings or split logs, on several occasions 

tentatively identified as cedar, from supporting shelves dug into the 

upper pit , with varying indications of ritual care and circumspection 

in burial details and in t he provision of special, exotic grave fur­

nishings. Burial #15 follows the prescription unfolded elsewhere at 

Bell Field, with some interesting variations. In this instance, we 

exposed t he burial of two young or adolescent rurials, the bones so 

poorly preserved that burial outlines were indicated b.Y bone dust and 

bone trails to imply flexed burials laid ilat, definitely not seated 

as in some of the prior :~amples, mantled with a dark organic mold 

implyin'5 a skin covering or shroud . The detail on the overlyi.ng log 

cover is shown in an accom~anying drawing made soon after the mold 

impressions of the exposed r oof timbers were troweled out. The shoul­

der insert, with some of U e decayed'wood of the roof timbers in place, 

was brought out with more faithful detail here than was possible in 

most cases. There was no turial furniture except for shell ornaments, 

conch shell beads. Precise sex and age are indeterminate, i.e. teeth 

are t he only real anatomical diagnostic . The skull contours of the 

decayed and compacted bone st ill conveyed smooth, gracile curves of 

youth. A shoulder blade without epiphyses fits the appraised age. 

These youths appear to havE been accorded a fine, carefully prepared 

log tomb and were interred with their personal ornaments in what was 

probably skin coverings of ~hole bodies. 

Buri al #18. In July, 1967, incident to troweling out floor 

features of Structure #11 (and relative to the northeast corner o! 

Stru'ture CS just above it) a mott led area of soft, mushy soil was 

·. 



observed in the freshly planed off section left by recent bulldozer 

clearinf. Initial troweling soon revealed decayed wood fragments on 

on the shoulders, frequently the clue to the uncovering of another 
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log tomb burial. The field diary gives th~ best description available 

for this net~ log tomb d1s:;covery. 

11 ••• Burial #18 was opened on a Sunday afternoon by two members 

of the field party who visited the site after heavy rains Saturday. 

troweling on the previous Friday diecloeed the flat boards of what 

appeared to be definite ce~ar splints extending over the interior of 

the pit slump from preparec' shoulders . Preserved wood samples were 

collected for examination lif a wood expert at the University Forestry 

School. The evidence t hat the boards were definitely split is clear 

enough as the dark, decayed \.Jood still shows a compact, closely knit 

appearance of a soft Hood , cedar , split into boards about three to four 

:i: n ches wide and ~3/4 of < n ~ nch thick. The first occasion when we 

thoup,ht rle had such srli t boards was in the 1966 field season when 

charred boards were found (ncased in the clay daub to the connecting 

passapeway between S1.ructUJ es #4 and ~'5 . 'fhe board or plank-like 

appearance of these coveri• g timbers has been previously conjectured in 

u n coverinf other log-tomb~ but now seems definitely confirmed . 

11 In many respects thi t• new log tomb burial is strikingly similar 

to the log tomb burial of llio juveniles described in regard to Feature 1157, 

Bur ia 1 #15. We s eem to have one individual, age not determined 

precisely because of the bl dly deteriorated cloak or shroud which hae 

left a thick dark organic nolo around the skeleton ••• The body appears 

to have been buried on the rieht side in a flexed position. The head 

is toward the east. Conch shell beads in the neck region and some thin 
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sheetsof mica are featured. Of special interest are small clusters of 

small river vravel found in dark pa~ts or organic residues . There 

are at least four or five of these in the region of the knees or ankles. 

One conjectures that the young adult buried here was interred in full 

dancing regalia. Evidences of rattles, gourd or terrapin not deter-

mined, have occurred in several instances now, both with log tomb 

interments and others in simple grave pits. In final troweling a 

total of 18 conch shell beads 1o~ere crunted on the chest or thorax, 

with two scattered beads 16 inches or so above the skull." 

Again we seem to be confronted with indications that some in­

dividuals were buried in the log tombs with a minimum of ceremony, 

with only those worldly goods they customarily wore, their ornaments 

of shell, and with suggestions of dance rattles . These simple inter-

menta are in marked contras t to some of the large tomb burials of 

rugged males into the floors of Core 1 ceremonial buildings with heavy 

furnishinps of paraphernalia indicative of rank and exalted functions 

in the r itualistic performa,ces which we presume were centered in this 

sacred area on top of the mound . There is the strong implication here 

that all these peopl e, of different ages and sexes {recall the woman 

and child in Burial #8 ), -with differing status and differential roles-

the final prescriptive beha viour in the future life was to continue 

dancing their accustomed r oatines; and they were properly attired for 

burial to perform this ro.Le-yet belonged to some sort of elite group 

with po··1erful social bonds tha t extended in an ancestral chain beyond 

the grave. Just how far can the archeologist extrapolate from his data 

to reconstruct social organization and functional interrations of in-

dividuals in a family or cl1n eroup? 
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Burials uncovered in June~~rch, 1968, including Burials #13 and 

#14 in Feature #10, in the Dallamar mortuary area opened up in the 

southl~est quadrant of Bell Field Mound a1d now catalogued as a separate 

component ~t Bell Field, i. e . it was "Structure #3" in previous seasons 

when the relation of this stratified platform or mound was problematical 

in connection with the excavat ions in and around the main mound which 

had formed the nexus of four seasons of field work. We are still con­

cerned with the theme of log tomb burials here because in the course 

of uncovering a number of burials in, on, and around this late Dallas 

stratified house mound unit , we have just opened the last tomb burial. 

and are still actually working on this with troweling postponed on 

account of heavy rains. Enough details are out, however, to make a 

partial description and to f it this ne·w example into the comparative 

picture. The important observation is made right away that here we 

have a large log tomb, whos e point of insertion is definite~ indi­

cated to be on the second s taP-e o-r occupation in a str.!ltified house 

platform with the third upp ermost layer truncated by freshets within 

the last 30 years. All pre·n ous log tombs have been brought out 

intrusive from some of the ) upper truncated mound levels into Core .I 

and Core II levels but with )ut precise knowledge as to the point of 

origin. 

We have indicated that late Dallas gradually shows increasing 

influences, especially :L, p)ttery, of a North Georgia Lamaroid variant 

marked hy stamped pottery a 1d Lamaroid tricks of decorating rims and 

other morphological peculia ~it ies. Tempering is an important diag­

nostic bGtween Dallas and L1mar, but Georgia archeologists hesitate 

to decide on this basis alo 1e , looking to other paste and textural 



characteristics. Just when this Dallamar phafe first appears in the 

final truncate mound occupations is not clear , or when "pure Dallas11 

becomes not so pure, or when the final Lamar preemption of the site 

can be announced. 
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Burials #13 and #lL, Feature #10 1n Dallamar Mortuary Area, South­

west Quadrant. We have already summarized the exploration in this 

stratified component of Bel l Field Y10und, but morB att.ention is re­

quired for the log tCYnb buri al in connection with our di.scuesion of 

this category . Burial #13 is clearly intru8ive into the large log 

tomb burial area, irnpinginf on one shoulder and giving evidences of 

disruptin$ the split roofir~ timbers of the log tomb on that side . 

Bm•ial I• 13 was troweled out in the top 12 inches of the fill and 

shoulder section and was e'idently buried in a shallow pit. The 

burial is probably an adull female of small stature, t:irca 5 feet, 

although the nsxed burial outlines and anatomical criteria of age 

and sex are barely perfTiiss:.ve in the sad condition of preservation, 

with hardly more than bone trails to study. Burial furniture is m.in­

imal, ordinary ornarnentatiCin with shell necklace. One very fine 

chunlcy stone above the head i s probably associated . Also one small 

concentration of small pebl1les to the side is considered to be a dance 

rattle. Finally, here is ltnother incidence of the dark surrounding 

organic mold thought to maJ•k the constriction of a shroud or skin 

cover . In all these featuJ•es , Burial f 13 is nucb like others de­

scribed at Bell Field Moun I. 

Burial #l.L is thus fa· identified as a large adult male with a 

large sl~ll and massive bo e structure, includ~ some huge mastoids . 

Two Dallas Plain vessels, :un.1ll pots probably placed with Burial #lh 
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and on same level as food cont ainers, sh~~ strap handles and small nodes 

on riJn of the other . A small bell- shaped tabular piece of limestone 18 

on the same level with the t wo pottery vessels . Again the log splints 

or boarded cover has been pushed down over the skeleton by the weight 

of the overburden, but fragments of the wood are well preserved , sam­

plea taken, and ap;::>ear to b..: cedar . This important log tomb will 

probably give us more buria l furniture, rut the abore is all that can 

be reported at this titne. he important factor is that we have a log 

tomb that is fixed or precl ely placed in the late Dallas or Dallamar 

sequence. Our initial judgnent was to overemphasize Lamar in this 

southwest extension from ths mound, but present data are more Dallae . 
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Burials uncovered in June-March, 1968, including Burials #13 and 

#14 in Feature #10: in the Dallamar mortuary area opened up in the 

EJouthl'lest quadrant of Bell Field Mound end no·~ catalogued as a separate 

t;omponent at Bell Field, i.e . it was "Structure #3" in previous seasons 

when ths relation of this stratified platform or- mound was problematical 

in connection with the excavations in and around the main mound which 

had formed the nexus of four seasons of field work. We are still con­

~erned with the theme of log tomb burials here because in the course 

of uncovering a number of burials in, on, and around this late Dallas 

stratified house mound unit, we have just opened the last tomb burial. 

and are still actually working on this with troweling postponed on 

account of heavy rains. Enough details are out, however, to make a 

partial description and to fit this new example into the comparative 

picture. The important obs ervation is made rifht away that here we 

have a large lo~ tomb, whose point of insertion is definitely indi­

cated to be on the second stape of OCC1lpation in a stratified house 

platforl:t with the third uppermost layer truncated by freshets \dthin 

the last JO years. All previous log tombs have been brouFbt out 

intrusive from some of the 5 11pper truncated mound levels into Core .I 

and Core II levels but without precise knowledge as to the point of 

origin. 

We have indicated that late Dallas gradual~ shows jncreasing 

influences, especially in pottery, of a North Georgia Lamaroid variant 

marked by stamped pottery and Lamaroid tricks of decorating rims and 

other morphological peculiarities. Te~perir.g is an ~portant diag­

nostic oatween Dall as and Lamar, tut Georgia archeologists hesitate 

to decide :m this basis alone, looking to ot1.1er paste and textural 



characteristics. Just when this Dallamar phase first appears in the 

final truncate mound occupations is not clear, or when "pure Dallas" 

becomes not so pure, or when the final Lamar preemption of the site 

can be announced. 
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E.1rials #13 i!Od #lL, Feature 1110 in Dallamar Mortuary Area 1 South­

west Quad~ We have already summarized the exploration in this 

stratified component of Bell Field Kound, but more attention is re­

quired for the log tomb burial in connection w:i.'.;b our discussion of 

this category. Burial #13 is clearly intrusive into the large log 

tomb but'ial area, impinging on one shoulder and giving evideilces of 

disruptinp the split roofing timbers of the log tomb on that side . 

Burial #13 was troweled out in the top 12 inches of t:1e fill and 

shoulder section and was evidently buried in a shallow pit . The 

burial is probably an adult female of small stature, circa S feet, 

although the flexed burial outlines and anatomical criteria of age 

and s£x are barely permissive in the sad condition of preservation, 

with hardly more than bone trails to study. Burial furniture is min­

imal, ordinary ornamentation with shell necklace . One vAry fine 

chunky stone above the nead is probably associated. Also on~ small 

concen•ration of small pebbles to the side is considered to bo a dance 

rattle. Finally, here is another incidence of the dark surrounding 

organic mold thought to mark the constriction of a shroud or skin 

cover. In all these features, Burial i.l) is llilCh like others de­

scribed at Bell Field Hound. 

Burial #14 is thus far identified as a large adult iQBlt! nith a 

large sl:ull and massive bone structure, includ~ some huge mastoids. 

Two Dallas Plain vessels, small pots probably placed with Burial #lL 
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and on same level as food containers, show strap handles and small nodes 

on rim of the other. A small bell-shaped tabular piece of limestone is 

on the same level with the two pottery vessels. A~ain the log splints 

or boarded cover bas been pushed <hwn over the s k6leton by the weight 

of the overburden, but fragments of the wood are well preserved, sam­

ples taken, and ap:::>ear to be cedar. This important log tomb will 

probably give us more burial furniture, rut the above is all that can 

be rep~rted at thiG time. The important factor is that we have a log 

tomb that ie fixed or precisely placed in th*' late Dallas or Dallamar 

nequence. Our initial judgment was to overemphasize Lamar in this 

southwest extens~.on from the mound, but present data are more Dallas . 
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Some Hypothetical Conclusions Drawn from the 
Combined Archeological and Ethno-historical Data 
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In the concluding section of the Sixtoe Field and Village Report, 

seasons 1962, 1963, 1964, four major occupations of ths area tn pre­

historic times were summarized: Etowah (Carter's Variant), Wi1banks, 

Dallas, and Lamar. There were Woodland aoo Archaic components in 

addition, but these are not pertinent to the present inquiry which 

deals with the merger of documented historical contact with the proto-

historic and more immediate prehistoric intervals. At Si~~oe a rather 

heavy Dallas occupation was uncovered with typical Dallas domestic 

residences in two stages of secular development with increasing incre-

ments of Lamar materials on the late Dallas floor s implying a gradual 

preomp~ion of the ~ite by a proto-historic or historic group tenta-

·~ively iduntified with the Middle Valley Cherokee . No mounds or 

large pub:~ic buildings attributa:3 to Dallas were found, and it was 

conjectured that the ceremonial center for the Dallas period of 

occupation on tbe Coosawattee would be found on the opposite side 

of the river, centered in or around the Bell Field Mound . 

At the end of three seasona and the beginnir~ of a fourth at 

Bell Field Mound and Village, we are able to say that the prognoeti-

cations made at the finish of $i.Jctoe Field survey appear to have been 

borne out. Bell Field Mound is demonstrated to have been a rwltiple 

mound construction with successive summit levels and occupations with 

each bearing a building complex and exhibits no less than 8 such occu­

pationt~ , of which 3 appear to be core or interior and basal \~ith 5 top 

or upp~rmost truncated with only lateral, downslope building detritus 
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to record their presence. Diapnostic cultural material from these 

respective contexts document the conclusion that th3 whole mound his­

tory covers successive intervals of Dallas occupation, beginning with 

a relatively pure Dallas allocated to the type culturo as first de­

scribed b,y Lewis and Kneberg in their Hiwassee Island Report, and 

culminating in the upper truncate structu-:-~s and in a detached strati­

fied house mound and presumptive burial area in a mixed Dallas and 

lamar which has been called Dallamar, a coinage to convey the impli­

cation of cultural synchresia involvinp. two assumed separate cultural 

entities which are considered as identified withiheae archeological 

constructs, Dallas and Lamar, are the large group of affiliated tribes 

in Tennessee and adjacent territory to the west known as the Upper 

Creeks and the Cherokee settlements flankin~ the Tennessee drainage 

towns of the Creeks and their mountain relatives, defined in ethno­

graphic reference as the 11iddle Valley and the Overhill Cherokee. 

The ethno-history of the Middle Valley Cherokee has been exhaustively 

studie1 b.Y Eul-iard TJolan of DePauw Uni varsity, Indiana, and the 

.1rcheolog,r of this and other Cherokee components in western North 

Jarolina :ts presently being investi~ated by Dr. Joffre Coe of the 

University of No't'th Caroli.na in a three year prC'Iject funded by the 

National Science Foundation. Extensive ethno-historical research 

and archeolo~ical work in the Hiwassee Basin were carried out as part 

of the TVA program by T. M. N. Lewis and Madeline Kneberg 30 years 

ago, and the results have been published in the well-known "Hiwassee 

Island" study from the University of Tennessee !Tess . 

Th~ more recent investifZations mentioned have not been published, 

but ~~ ~change of notes and views covering the larger area that ~ends 
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the Tennessee cultural spectrum southward, and the Gecrgia adumbrations 

to the north is anticipated. 

A primary hypothesis arrived at after four years of intensive 

exploration at Bell Field is that the total span covering the Dallas 

col'!tinuum to the final occupation of mixed archeolo3ical cultures 

denominated 11Dallamar" comprises a time span considered to beein 

somewhere about the time of Hernando DeSot? or perhaps a generation 

or so before that datum and extending to a merging period of cul­

tural blending with North Georgia Lamar a~~umed to represent Cherokee 

somewhere 5round 1700 A. D., perhaps extending the first quarter or 

half century into the 18th century but still not exhibiting evidences 

of historical contact or trade, or at most only a very attenua·~ed 

influence when comparisons are made with the area immediately to the 

north, i .e. the Tennessee Valley, or to the south and middle Georgia 

territory where the protracted archeological excavations on the 

Ocmulgee River, Macon, Georgia, sponsored by the Smithsonian Insti­

tution and the National Park Service in the 1935-lu period of WPA 

and Depression Period Archeology yielded an enormous body of study 

material and permitted a documented history of a complex major site 

which cor.~rises a lvng ~pan from Archaic to Ocmulgee Old Fields and 

-':he Indian Removal in the 19th century. 

Intermediate between the Ocmulgee center and tl.1e 0arter rs Quarter6 

and Coosawattee situs is the type Etowah site and archeological park 

which also has a long history of exploration and provides a wealth of 

comparable data for all periods. A. R. Kelly, the principal investi­

gator for 1 years at the Coosawattee Survey, h&ppens to also have 

spent several years at Macon directing survey there and later put in 

another stint of some 5 years at Etowah. He will attempt to give a 
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.~optic review of results at these key stations which help to give a 

real spre11ci ar.d time depth comparisons applicable to what wee happening 

at Coosawattee at t he same intervals. Inasl'ltUch aa w,. are setting 

forth a cultural continuum from around 1500 or 1540 to around 1700 or 

1725, less than 200 years, and hypothesize a long Dallas (Coosa Upper 

Creek) occupation eventually and gradually replaced by Lamar (Cherokee), 

it will also be helpful to see what appears to have been happening to 

th:: west in Northwest Georgia where Smithsonian Institution and Univer­

sity of Georfia surveys have centered at key landmark historic and 

proto-historic Cherokee si~es such as Tugaloo, Cha~a, and Estatoe. 

The type site far comparisons here will be Tugaloo, since the cul­

tural changes in Lower Valley Cherokee he,..e can be traced back also 

a 150 yea~s into the proto-historic past. At Irene Mound on the 

Savannah Coast, Joseph R. Caldwell and his colleaeues have another 

long nound continuum, and what the picture unfolds at the ear~v 18th 

century in the time of Georcia fou..-l(ling has important implications 

for Coosawattee far into the interior. 

A primary consideration in comparing these far-flung chrono­

logical development over 300 years, from the DeSoto datum to the 

Indian Removal, is the acceptance of the view that cultural changes 

and adjustments took place at a different rate in different parts of 

the wide area from the Tennessee and North Carolina mountains to the 

coast, middle Cc:cr~Li, ana west to the Chattahochee. A broad hinter­

land in North anu contiguous Northeast Georgia, spreading suuth in 

the Piedm.:mt Country, was slc,w to receive cultural impacts from the 

English, french, ar.d Spanish exploration and colonization. For this 

reason Lamar or a variantwas still the 1dentified culture with historic 



Cherokee and surviving lilskogean up to the 19th century as Joseph R. 

Caldwell indicated in delineating his Galt and Brewster periods in 

the Allatoona Basin Survey. 

A. R. Kelly in his preliminary report on the Ocmulgee excava­

tiona for the Smithsonian Institution in 1938 gave the first attempt 
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at setting up a chronology for Georgia prehistory in which he defined 

Lamar as the terminal expression of the Southern Appalachian stamped 

pottery tradition ~hich haa lasted for 2000 years. This final phrasing 

of complicated stampin~ fir~l1Y dissolved into a ceramic picture devoid 

of any stamping, known 111 ndddle Georgia as Old Ocmulf,ee Fields. At 

the Trading Post Site at Ocmulgee, Kelly found a late 17th historic 

occupation extending over jnto the first decade of the 18th when 

Colonel James Moore made hj s famous rendezvous with hie 50 Carolinians 

and about 1000 Creek Indiar ~ who went with him to crush the Spanish 

i n Northwest Florida. Thi~ . was 17o6. Note that already, then in the 

first decade of the 18th Ct ntury , Ocmulgec had already made the tran­

sition from middle Geor~"i.s Lamar to the phasing known as Old Oclllll&ee 

Fields. For this reason, :.t was obvious that the type Lamar site, 

some two ruiles below the ~ <con Plateau, with its deep middens and 

occupations, ~ith vigorous Lamar etampin~ and bold incisin~ , peinting, 

and distinctive rim modeli11g, was seen as completely proto-historic 

and extending back through the 17th century and to the 16th century, 

which Kelly thoughtwas the probable stage of cultural representation 

over moat of Georgia and t e immediate Southwest when DeSoto, D1Ayllon, 

Pardo, and other Spanish e :plorere first traversed the region. Also, 

KellY trained as a physics ' anthropologist under Ernest Hooton who 

regarded pottery with some,rhat the same comparative morphololdcal slant 

he studied bones, and so, ·.nevitably, at the outset saw the Lamar 
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complex as a "hybridi zed" product of t wo tradi t io::ts of which the long 

tradition of potte~J s t amping was one, consi dered to be the aboriginal 

and residual, whil e the various plain, smooth, burnished, moulded, 

painted, and otherwise text ured categories eeemed to hang t ogether as 

a body of t r ai ts which had gener ally moved from west to east, finally 

i mpinping on and mer fing wHh the autochthonous groups. There was 

amusement over t his mor phologi cal approach and some sly dip-s over the 

"hybridization". When Jame:s Ford, who did the first survey at Oomulgee, 

proposed to do away wit h about 90% of the Macon Plateau collections 

because it was relatively plain and undiff:lrentiated, ICelly exploded 

over t he idea of i gnorinv that much of any "population" . 

The above does have r e·levance now to our basic approach to the 

pr oblem on t he Coosawattee. Here again we have the two ceramic dicho-

tomiea, a persist ent south~r Appalaclrlan stamped tradition which Kelly 

and the Tennessee ar cheolo[ists want to identif.y with the Cherokee re-

garded as the abor i ginal mcuntain people, with thrusts of other tribal 

gr oups coming in f r om t he \,est and being held at bay by the largest 

and most war- like of t he Scutheastern tribes who continued t o hold the 

mountain massif, not even l einr entirely dislodged by the American 

Army at t he time of Indian Removal (t he Qualla Band) . This western 

movement extended all the ~ay through Georgia, Tennessee , and Ken-
I 

tucky with a sor t of cultural battle of the bulge in which South, 

Mi ddle , and North Georgia ~ere overrun; the Lamaroid folk retreated 

tm~ard the mountains and U e coast (Calm~ell 'a Irene focus functional 

at the time of Opl ethorpe 1E f ounding) . In the SouthernPiedmont the 

abor igines , shal l we call t hem simply the residual legatees of the 

stamped pot t ery tradit ion, hel d their own, and in the proto-historic 

and historic periods mater)alize as the Cherokee, still holding t o 



I 
I \ . 

J ... 

their central mass ive base with wide extensions both to the west and 

to the east, where they liere contending with various Siouian groupe and 

their kinsmen, Iroquoian t r ibes to the northeast . However, they were 

still the exponents of sta~nped pottery, and there was folk memory among 

old Cherokees before there was any kind o~ archeology which sou~ht to 

translat e i ts findings jnto some sort of ethno-historical unfolding, 

to t he effect t hat this kiud of pottery was made by their ancestors or 

grandparents wi thin their nemory. 

When Gordon R. Willey! who was one of many who did a stint at 

Ocmulgee , made his CCC sur,ey and made extensive tests at the Lamar Site, 

tB had found that the bold :.ncised and burnished and painted types 

tended to occur later in t he stratified deposits. There was evidence 

for "syncritization11 in wh.'.ch one cultural strain, perhaps indicated 

in Chiki l l i 1s myth recited before the Georgia Trustees at Savannah in 

t he early 18th century, ha I come in -with the Muskogean sweep from the 

\vest and gradually preempt nd the territory from the people who were 

already there. John R. Sw:mton in Georgia, who surveyed the ground to 

trace DeSoto 1 s itinerary t hrough Georgia, told Kelly he had an impression 

in reading the 16t h centwr. ' diaries that the whole area was abandoned 

for much of its territory, -v1i th many fugitive groups, with evidence of 

widespread uprooting and a lso of some pestilence that had ravaged the 

land and t hat all this was background evidence to suppose that the 

extensi ve mass movements o-: Muskogeans from the West bnd already taken 

place with its disruptive ~esults. Lamar had already been rolled back 

to the coast and t he mount.tin foothills, if one -would paraphrase an 

ethnographic happening in )arallel archeological terms . 

Irene, final occupati >n, is equated in present day archeological 

reconstruction, with the P dee of Joffre Coe , a northeastern phrasjn~ 
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of the :amaroid culture with recognized stations or sit es in between at 

Hollywood (AuPUSta), Camden site on the \·iateree (South Carolina) and 

Town Cr eek. A site surveyed by J . R. Caldwell, the major i mpressive 

mound site destr oyed ear ly by r iver erosion at the Rembert plantation, 

j unct ion of t he Broad and Savannah Rivers , was probably an~ther related 

site. At Hol lywood a nd tho general nexus of t he broad bend in the 

Savannah here which i s the locus of legendary Cofitachequi, we have 16th 

century descriptions as wel l as some pertinent archeology, and here a 

per sist ent Lamaroid cultur€ still survived to the 16th century, as it 

did into the 18th and early 19th at Tugaloo and other northeastern 

Georgia sites as Kelly and Caldwell found in the Hartwell Basin Surv~e. 

At Tugaloo Caldwell uncovered three l evels of building activity in 

the central mound , with t ov.n houses whi ch in cross-sectional view and 

general plan of organizaticn rosemble closely the Structure #u at our 

Bell Field Mound. The vill~ge ar ea , done by a Universi ty of Georgia 

field party, p.ives a lonr l istory of occupation liith abundant trade 

bead collections , studied l~ John Wi t t hoft, which range all t he way 

from the 16th century to tl e early 19th, with t he greatest clustering 

of types someuhere around t he early 18th century. There i s a long 

contwuity of occupation her e ascri bed to Cherokee, although in the 

basal mound there wer e evic~nces of Etowah and Savannah l i ke stamped 

t r aditions . The point is ihat in all of these situations, historic and 

protohistori~ ~==~~kee shzy an unbroken stand of an archeol ogical cul­

tural entity which in hist c•rical t imev (18th century) i.e undeniably 

Cherok' e . i·le must r emembel t hat we contemplate less than 200 yeare of 

cultural continuum at Bell Fiel d from around l5uO to 1700 A. D. 

At the Bull Creek Situ, Col umbus, Geor~ia, on the middle Chatta­

hoochee, we have another s .. t e that has been studied since 1936 by f'l A1 ti 
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parties fror.t the Ocrnulgean Honument and the University of Georgia. 

This is a \'lest Georria variant of Lamar with strong influences south 

from Fort Jackson and the l ate Nississippian occupation there. Bull 

Creek is protohistoric, no trade goode, although the middle Chatta­

hoochee country was much more exposed to mixed French, Spanish, and 

bnglish competitive contact~ than was }liddle Georgia. We should take 

note of this Lamaroid Bull Creek site because it produced two of the 

striking dog pots with burials in a 11 cemetery11 or some sort of special 

mortuary complex, not too di fferent from that we are now uncovering in 

the southwest quadrant of tr.e Bell Field Hound . 

Coming closer to the Ncrth GeorFian base, at Etowah, Cartersville, 

Georpia, we have a lon~ seq~once of archeolo~ical exploration, althou~h 

the results are not yet publ ished. Kelly in 5 seasons uncovered a 

sequence from Etowah II thrcugh Etowah III, with increasing Tennessean 

influences in what was once conceived as Etowah IV (Hiwassee and 

Savannah), '"ith an epigonal phase of epi-EtO\-lah denominated Wilbanks, 

in which the major cult explosion or efflol'vscence took place. After 

that Kelly found impacten end alluvial covered deposits which reflected 

a gradual development of a lar.aroid complex from the older Wilbanks­

Savannah-Etowab horizon. This North Georgia variant at Etowah has 

equated with protohistoric C terokee, although an early 19th century 

missionary reports the the turn of the century Cherokee occupants of the 

site told him the earlier people were unknown to them ••• there is 

ethno-historical evidence of a hiatus? W. H. Sears found a late Lamar 

house on the backside of Hou"ld B with late 18th and early 19th historic 

trade material. 

Carbon dates from Etowa 1 obtained by Lewis Larson cover a wide 

range . Kelly found Macon PJ ateau pottery types in the trash pitt" ,,,..,:~.._ ... 
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Mound B and at Macon f ound Etowah sherds in the fill t o the prehistoric 

dugouts. Charcoal from the Macon earthlodge dates over 1000 years ago, 

and t here can be no doubt about t he eagle symbolism, "weeping eye" and 

all here. However, t he great complex of cult paraphernalia and s.ymbolism com­

piled by Antonio Waring, Preston Holder, and James Ford and others is not 

present at Macon Plateau despite the imposing sizeand massive building 

of what was evidentl y a la;:-ge and pers i stent settltment on the banks of 

the Ocmulgee. Kelly was and is of t he opinion that Macon Plateau in 

Middle Georgia and Etowah :in North Georgia overlap in part during their 

cycl es but t hat Macon Platoau was a generation or so earlier and had 

r eceived the firs t impetus of t he "Souther Cult" which a 100 years or 

less l ater . generat.ed a .t r u1y flamboyant r esponse at Etowah. If carbon 

d~tes are to be trus ted at al l , thi s f irs t floweri ng of the "Cult" must 

have onte-dated the DeSoto da t um by a cent ury or perhaps more. This is 

important i n our calculatit>ns for Coosawattee, where we find late "Cult" 

attenuated and evi dence of a second reintegration of culture, with an 

impl ied ne'l-~ burst of creat i ve energy with ne-w architectural, artistic, 

and so f ar as we can r e-crnate t hem, new religioue formulations-all 

this l at er r e- formul ation l!omprising a second wave of the "Southern 

Cult" lihich we cal culate e:{pressed itself in North Georgia at Coosa-

wattee in a late Dallas or Dallamar horizon somewhere around 16oo-50. 

As we move nor th from t ho Eto,~ah drainage to the Coosa an:! Coosa­

wattee, t her e are site data i ndicative that Dallas people were increas­

i ngly act i ve , and bef ore t he Dallas, i n s ome sites persisti ng with 

r elatively litt le change, !>avannah groups, as in the implied continuum 

exposed at the Plant Hammond Mound of t he Georgia Power Company, ex­

plor ed by t he Univer s ity o ~ Georgia for the Georgia Power Company in 

1966 . Befor e Savannah ~nd Etowah, the Al l atoona Basin Survey and mo'I"A 
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recent indications are to the effect that there werg widespread settle-

menta of an earlier stamped pottery group in what might be considered 

terminal Woodland, known as \·loodstock, from a site in:.tially excavated 

near Woodstock, Georgia, by Joseph R. Caldwell. Finally, some south-

eastern systematists favor the view that in turn Woodstock shows simi-

larity to a still earlier rectilinear stamping tradition found by KellY 

on the Ocmulgee and called Napier Complicated Stamped. We do not want 

to get bogged down in too n.uch historical chronology here, but our 

argument seeks to document s ite profiles connecting and providing se-

quential occupation for the Woodland stamped traditions, for whom the 

Cherokees are the residual heirs in North Georgia, Tennessee, and North 

Carolina mountains and Piectmont section. 

At Coosawattee the sp(ctrum is mixed; we havo in the Sixtoe Field 

Report ~poken of the potte11 here being a "variant" from the picture at 

Etowah and also from the classic descriptions at Hiwassee Island. There 

can be no doubt that after EtO\'lah times, with a limited Wilbanks repre­

sentation and practially nc influence from Etowah only 40 miles south 

during t he great "messiahnjc revival" that Waring and Holder envisioned, 

tho noxt notable concentrat i on of population and settlements and the 

next climax in cult ural de'velopment takes place iu Dallas-Lamar times 

some time in the 17th centtry. 

Except for the HiwassEe-Dallas continuum uncovered qy Lewis and 

Kneberg and their excellent summary in the Hiwassee Island Report, 

despite t he enormous collections in Tennessee and North Georgia in 

pri·.rate hands that must ha\1 e come from large and imposing Dallas 

occupations, we have littl€ archeological data on stratigraphic in 

situ descriptions and accotnts that would enable us to attempt an 

age-area concept of this eJtremely important period of prehistory 5n 
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the tri-state area. Almost certainly ~ne of the greatesttreasures to 

go by che board was the destruction of the great site of Citico, in the 

Moccasin Bend of Chattanooga and the Tennessee River. This must have 

been a Mecca-like center for the late "Cult" survivals and 17th century 

Coosa peoples and for a climax Dallas culture in the immediate region. 

The flotsam of exoticmd gaudy material that can be even partially 

traced, like the Morast coll ection, shows the gen~ralized Dallas charac­

ter of these assemblages. Citico may well have been the capital and 

administrative center of a confederation of which Coosawattee and other 

Dallas sites within b1enty miles or so were tributaries of satellites. 

Let us return t o our construct of the going society at Bell Field, 

our notion of the "people" 11ho made the pots and buried their special 

dead in the log tombs. Although much of the last century or so of 

this archeological package has been irreparably d'1mag6d aoo scrambled, 

with the f i ve truncated mcunds, it is possible to envisage a maximum 

stage of completed construction and occupation which must have pre­

sented the scene as someth jnp, closely resembling the major Dallas site 

at Hiwassee Island. This exhibited an overlooking central mound pyra­

mid, with extended a~:- ,•u-1) ke terraces on one or mo1·e sides, bull t out 

along the natural levee of the river, supporting other conjoined or 

auxiliary buildings . We have seen that there were at least three build­

ing complexes consisting of f our buildings, two connected by special 

covered passageways, one o! which would be a saucer-floored, compart ­

mented assembly, with the ether disposed as some sort of hypothetical 

dorMitory. 

Four of the initially uncovered buildings, which just escaped 

truncation, are Struct ures 114, #5 , #6, and #7, appea~ed to belong to the 

same functioning, contempor aneous occupation and comprised key uni+~ 



of a complex of ceremonial buildings in the mid-period of Dallas history. 

Of these, Structure #u represents a "town or council11 house, a kind 

of sanct um sanctorum to~ch the other adjuncts have some kind of auxil­

iary connection. Structure #5 is shown particularly to have a special 

enclosed corridor connection with this ceremonial center. The large 

and impressive central fire inset the saucer- like floor is overlooked 

b,y the tier-like arrangement of seats ranged around three sides of the 

building. These compartments are covered over b~· rocf beams and a 

roofing of matted r eds, open in the narrow center court over the 

huee hearth. The opon door to the passaee leading to the dormitory 

section, Structure #5 , leads i n from the east side . A second entrance 

into the chamber opens to t he north 1-d th its plastered door posts . The 

waJ.la are smoothly plastered, and mats cover the se..1ts . A sawbill fish 

skin hangs upon the ua 11 in t he rear. A basket of fresh Unio shells 

reposes under one of the tenches. 

~fuat is re-created i s the setting of a council chamber with its 

sacred fire in tho middle. In a little w~ile, the novitiates will come 

through the passage from t he dormitory, and thereafter the priests who 

preside will enter one b,y one b,y the side door • 

.::itructure #6 is located to the southeast upon a platform some 

four or f i ve feet higher, 1ith a short log stairway. This too is a 

dormitory type building but with a built-in central clay hearth not 

present in Structure #5. Stratigraphic evidences show that Structure 

#6 was probably not funct ional at the same time as #L or #5 on a lower 

level; it could have been added later . When Structures #4 and #5 were 

ritually burned, for we achcre to the theory of deliberate ceremonial 

destruction as part of a • now birth" or cyclical revival with a com­

plete new, fresh building program thereafter , Structure #6 was spared, 
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whether intention or the consequence of incomplete burning !rom the 

original fire setting, can on~ be conjectured. The walls of the sub­

stantial building, 20 feet or more in diameter, had ~en collapsed i n 

over the sandy floor. None of the roof or wall timbers were present in 

arr,y relic decomposition or f loor disturbance. The lenses of unfired 

wall daub melded into a ~bite kaolinitic mass two to three inches thick, 

still showing the evidences of some sort of grass +.empering. The floor 

was clean sand, not too hardpacked except for the compress of the over­

burden, without midden and scarcely a handful of pot shards to be 

accessioned in troweling. 

Structure #7 to the nJrthwest revealed the same collapsed walls 

of unfired daub over a relatively level floor except where it sloped 

to the northwest slope escarpment leading to the river. When this 

bank :4as freshly troweled and exposed for a length of 25 feet in 1966, 

we could see some sli ght erosional scarring which must have occurred 

while this building complex was still in use . This observation may 

thrOl·J some light on some interesting features exposed in excavating 

the west portion of the East -West axis trench to about the level of 

the Core 1 buildings we are describing . We have said that the build­

ings were l aid out at approximate right angles to the true north- south­

east-west coordinates, so our west axis trench exposed a corner of one 

of the t runcate mounds abcve the Core 1 level, shown by the angling of 

white clay mantling the domslope and a screening of large river 

boulders which formed a mantle for several feet downslope at this 

point. Cur i nterpretatior of this feature was that it served to bol­

ster the clay slopes and to prevent erosion. Sudl stone mantles wer e 

used much more extensivel~· at an earlier time, Etowah III, as was 
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seen at Sixtoe Mound, where the ibole corner secti~n and upper escarp­

ment were mantled to partially enclose one corner of the h~e 40 x 70 

dormitory construction on t op. 

The scene of the boulder screening above yielded some other finds 

which may be pertinent to he ceremonies which took place in such cere-

menial centers as 5tructurEJ #4. Some 25 feet further oownslope from 

the clay corner section of one of the truncate mounds immediately 

above ~tructure #L in June 1968 field season, we troweled out three 

small cubicles or pockets c•f charred corn and beans. The small pits, 

6 inches in diameter, and 1 ~rfectly square, had evidently been care-

fully dug into the dO"mslore t erracq on the river side, and the charred 
r\0\.c.e~ 

corn and beans were careful 11. in this prepared spot. This had happened 
f\ 

at least three times, and ~a may uncover other exAmples before the sea-

son ia over. There can be no doubt that we have intercepted a ritual 

detail in which burned foor offerings are being concealed in the ground. 

The actual burning of this f ood , the beans and the small ears or corn 

(for such they were1 must }·ave taken place elsewhere, most likely in 

the "temple" or ceremonial building on top of the mound. 

The function of the buildings , such as Structures Hl and #2 at the 

foot of the east or southea st slope of the mound, can only be theoreti-

cally reconstructed . It ma y be recalled that in the beginning or the 

1965 field season in making our initial axis cut into the side or the 

mound, we uncovered the fired clay floor of a small building about 6 x 10 

with fired mats on the floor and some sort of special storage room in 

whir.h green corn preserved :m small mats was kept, vresW'I\ably ready for 

use in ceremonial programs ::arried oot on top of the mound. These arche-

ological features may be cl1es to rituals carried out ceremonially in 

such structures as Structur J 114, a protohiatoric or prehistoric setting 



for the "Green Corn" and busk ceremonies described by 18th century 

ethno~raphers. We may add the archeolopical discovery of what we 

thoughtmight be dance grounds at the south mound periphery in 1968 
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and the finding of several individual burials with their dance regalia, 

gourd or terrapin rattles, evidently strapped on at the time oft heir 

interment. 

No less than three l og tomb burials were intru!!ive into the floor 

or immediately adjacent tc the wall of Structure #4. All represented 

vigorous adult males buried sitting in the tombs with their split 

board coverings with grave f urnishings to care for them in their after 

life and, as in the case of Burial #10, his Busycon drinking cup and 

painted dog pot indicated his rank and exalted role. One wonders if 

the interception of t hree such burials, made subsequent to the cere­

monial burning of Structure #4 from a subsequent and higher building 

level, could have been due to pure chance or was there some pcmerful 

complusion to bury these individuals i n or near the structure where 

they or their immediate ancestor had lived and disposed powerful 

medicines. 

The type of religious establishment contempla~ed contrasts 

markedly with the theoretical reconstruction given in the Sixtoe 

Field Report to explicate the archeological findings on top of 

Sixtoe Mound . The argumen t there was thatSixtoe Mound in Etowah III 

times provides with a sett ing , temporally and in terms of the set or 

"fix" of the particular tribal culture just before the full impact of 

the so-called "Southern Cult 11 with its rnessiahnic revival and wildfire 

spread envisaged by \-faring and Holder. Etot.Jah folk on the Coosawattee 

were seen as essential cultural conservatives resisting the "new rnedi­

cines11 which \o1ere coming in "t-Jith the cultivation of maize and any 
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basic change in the traditional habits of subsistence patterns, as 

compared with other communities not too far distant, i.e. the type 

site of Etowah to~ho became innovators because they had an entirely 

different set of "fix11 at t he critical receptive moment. The huge 

40 x 70 foot dormitory structures on top of Sixtoe Mound housed a 

group of particularly pm-1erful shamans who dominated the community 

in many ways but to~ere not able to convert them to the new and pmo~erful 

medicines. Eventually, however, they may have succeeded, or the 

potent appeal of the rreat cult center may have become too compul-

siva because there was evidence of an abandonment or almost total 
/ 

withdral<Jal from the Coosa~·lat tee settlement with subsequent re-peopling 

or re-settlement in Dallas t imes with a new society dominated by a 

well- integrated priesthood and religion which may have been grounded in 

family corporations or ranages with elite overtones in which par-

ticular roles, i.e . t he L~dividuals with the dog pots and the huge 

Busycon drinking bowl s passed dmm in particular clans. Many of 

the more flamboyant cult furaphernali. had become lost or attenuated 

by Dallas times--wit .ess the characteristic monolithic axe pottery 

pipes found in Dallamar graves and in those of protohistoric Cherokee 

sites (Chauga, Tugaloo, Estatoe) in northeast Georgia; also the small 

shell gorgets with rattles ·.ake , turkey, spider zoomorphic syn1bolism 

r eplacing the Eto-wah concern t<Jith the eagle . However, the powerful 

medicines which centered around the maize ceremonials remained in 

full force as the ethnography of the 17th and 18th centuries attest . 

Some disti nct "Late Cult" items continue to historic Lamar times, as 

Lewis Larson and others have indicated . 

In connection with tl'Je discussion of log tombs, the question 

must be posed : Is there r eal evidence of a radical change in burial 
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customs in Bell Field stratigraphy? The 7 log tombs discovered and 

described to date denonstrnbly belon~ to one or nore of the ter~nal 

mound occupations. We have not as yet found aQY log tombs that 

belong specificallY to the Core 1 or 2 level but should caution that 

there are still a few pits which remain to be opened on this level. 

Also we have to face the pregnant thought that the data from the 

bottomrr~st and earliest Dallas provenience, Core 3 structures and 

occupation, are not yet available . Since tha whole sequence starts 

witb the initial mound constructions and the pre-mound occupation, 

we should make some strong reservations concerning that component . 

Actually, it is a bit disturbing to consider that we have no data 

on burials for wudt nust b13 called "Early Dallas" . 

Reference to the fact in the text that some key structures were 

burne':i and othern were not raises a question as to whether the evidence 

implies ceremonial burninr. of a whole set of religious structures and 

a subsequent rebuildinc of both the mound and summit buildings as a 

r cneual or cyclical rebirt 1 and some sort of ritual cleansing from 

the contamination accumulated . We have analyzed the data on the de­

struction of buildings fro~ each level and advanced the hypothesis that 

the custom of burning seems to be intensified in the upper five levele 

while ritual demolition and dismantling with evidence of a special 

layering of soil over the destroyed building, either a dark gumbo 

mound fill or a thinner soil increment, is shown in the earlier struc­

tures. It seems poss ible that in the case of Structure #8, for instance, 

where we have three Hell defined central hearths that this buildi~ 

might have undergone no l ess than three such rejuvenatione or rebuild­

ing periods before the final structure was demolished and a two-three 
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foot solid construction of dark gumbo mound fill Has brought in as a 

building seat for Structures #u, #5, #6, and #7. After these four 

were burned or demolished, another two-three feet of the same black 

gumbo mound fill uas installed and eventually truncated in modern 

cultivation. 

A brief 5YDopsis of archeological findings in Georgia in regard 

to this point might offer some suggestions. There appears to be little 

or no evidence of the burning of ceremonial buildings in the EarlY 

Mississippian. None of the six or more building levels at Mound C, 

the "funereal mound" at Z.lacon, had been burned. Kelly found no 

evidence of such in his testing at the huge central l1ound A, and 

no evidence to our knowledge has come from the recent 1968 section-

ing by Park Archeologist John Walker. The same was true in re-cutting 

the railroad profile to Mound B in 1936, nor was there any evidence of 

burned buildings at Etowah, either at Mound C (Larson) or Hound B (Kelly). 

This holds for Etowah III through the climax "cult period" in Wilbanks 

times . 

In fact the only important civic or ceremonial str ucture at 

these two major Mississippian sites wast he Council Chamber at Macon, 

and none of the other earth lodges uncovered yielded such evidence. 

Caldwell found no burned structures on any of his Savannah levels or 

the final Irene occupation at the Irene Mound, Savannah, Georgia. 

Kelly found no evidences of burning of top of Sixtoe Mound in 1962-64, 

but rather a solid magma of compacted melded daub 18 inches or more 

thick on some parts of the summit with a bewildering welter of post­

molds, pits, segments of wall continuities, coming out asfresh 

troweling and horizontal scraping was carried out on the mound summit. 
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Archie Smith did find 011~ Savanna 1 period structure at the Plant Ham-

mond Mo•md had been consumed, but the successive occupations there do 

not lend themsleves to the not ion of some sort of cyclical ritualistic 

burning exhibited in the upper J ~vels of the Dallas continuum at Bell 

Field . Moreover, it must be recalled that it is the final occupation, 

assignable tot he Dallamar or fused Dallas a nd Lamar occupation, \o)hich 

snows signs of burning in the domestic house uni ts in the Sixtoe Village. 

All in all, it does look as if some ritual intensification of burning 

and ritual destruction took place in late flllas times . It is interest-

ing to observe that this intensification and severe burning seems to 

have declined in laterDallas and Lamar t imes- the T-4 and T-5 levels 

show no downslope evidences of burned daub and house debris at Bell 

Field, and none of the Lamar houses in Sixtoe Village wer e burned. 

Also a heavy early Lamar at Etowah, explored by Larson for the 

Georgia Historical Commission, uncovered no evidence of deliberate 

or extensive burninP, as d1 d neither the limited excavations of J . 

Ford at the type Lamar site or the several seasons at Bull Creek 

(Columbus) or the bas~n survey of proto-historic and historic Lamar 

sites in northeast Georgia (Chauga, Estatoe, Tugaloo) . We know 

that these towns were burned in the Revolutionary War by Ruther ford. 

Assuming that the hypcthesis of r itual burning of ceremonial 

buildings did reach a climax in late Dallas times and that this was 

a cyclical performance which had gone through stylistic c~nges from 

earlier stages; +he quest icn arises as to whether this was r elated to 

some fixed cycle determ1ned by a calendrical event or perhaps was 

inciden ~ to the death of a chief or high priest or a new fire and 

renewal trigrered by catastrophe. We have observed t he high incidence 

of intrusive log tomb burials of seemingly high ranked and sacrosanct 
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individuals in and around St ructure #L, with the implication that 

these interments might indicate sOI'lle relationship between the ritual 

destruction of these structures and the compulsion to ~y these 

persona in a ritually prescr ibed spot . It was noted, too, that 

successive burials were mad e i nto the Dallamar mortuary area at the 

south periphery of Bell Fiel d l~ound, Burials HL, #5, 116, 111, and 118 

with evident intrusions, so net imes displacement of earlier burials 

with individual indications of tight shroud or skin covered bodies. 

This evidence of skin shrouj e around burials was a recurrent feature 

of numerous burials made around the mound periphery at Tugaloo Mound, 

Stephens County, Georgia, a .1d alllo at Chauga Mound, Oconee County, 

Oconee County, South Carolina. Is it a reasonable and plausible extra ­

polation from these circumsh nces to sugp,est that this is evidence 

of 6 mortuary complex in wh.t ch inclividuals of different age and sex, 

members of an elite faMilia l group) are given preferential attention 

in burials made in and arou 1d the central core of religious activity. 

There are well-known ethnog~aphic models for such a system in the 

Southeast, i.e. the Natchez and the Yuchi ~;>ersonal communication 

from Jos eph B. l'.&ahan of the Columbus Joh.t8eum). As to N'!W Fire cere­

monials and total renewal c;rcles with massive purificatory rites in 

relation to archeological d 1ta , it is apparent that extensive ethno­

hisotrical search of t he pr lmar y accounts of the 17th and 18th cen­

turies is iodispen~able to •ny fruitful conclusions. Here we can 

only do a repertorial stint wi t h the archeological data and suggest 

some of the lines of ethno- 1istorical inquir,y which sound promising . 

The so-called Dallas cont inuum at Bell Field has been cal­

culated to extend for a span of around 200 years, from around 1500 

A. D. to 1700 A. L. The onl y "Southern Cult" items in burial 
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associations and relie ious symbolism perceived are 11 Late Cult" as 

analyzed by a number of cur :ent investigators in the Southeast. More­

over, we would remark that t here ie a high degree of conventionali­

zation and a generally atte.1uatec expreesion of these "late" foi'Jil8 . 

We mention, for instarce, t hat shell gorgets tend to be smaller and 

to give zoomorphic emrhasis to serpent, turkey, spider rather than 

c ~t:::!., ::.·upresent ations. The n1:.molit ·1,;.c.; a;:~ ::..a now _AiU.ui,·~d i!1 ~ ~1c. 

forR of a small pottery mon.>lithic axe pipe. Such pipes have been 

found in archeological contoxt in a number Lamaroid situations in 

recent archeology} notably ln proto-historic and historic Cherok .. 

landmark s ites in northeast Oeorfl'ia and South Carolina. The Bus:rcon 

drinking bowl continues int n Dallae and ea:"ly Lamar sequenoee and 

18th century ~thnografhY or•)Vicles abundant evidences of the impor­

tance of the ceremonial dri llk • 

Tile dop. effigy pcttery i n ritual burial associations appears 

to be somothing nm~ and adtloc posthumously to the original "cult". 

Log effigy burials occur at ecattered intervals over Georgia and the 

Southeast. Some indication. of far flung diffusion problems are 

se~.: n in the occurrence of V •'.rY :.; imilar painted dog pots in both 

northwestern and eastern l~e :• i.~o, i.e . Sonoran and tfuastean. In 

all the referents for which -we have rood archeological context, 

this doc burial complex is efinitely Late Mississippian, either 

Lamar or a s:r:tchronic equiv• l ent as in a Dallamar roortuary com­

plex. Here is an impcrtant s tylistic symbolic item that bae eome­

how escaped the attention o · i nvestigators concerned with the study 

of the "Southern Celt'' and .ts teminal representations. 

Another promising line of inquiry -which suggests stylistic 

change thro~gh the tirre spa11 i n ~hich -we have been most concerned, 
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i.e. the three centuries from around 1500 to 1800 A. D. , has to do with 

gaf!le stones, the so-called discoidals and 11 chunky stones". The large, 

beautifully ground discoidals come out in arcbeolo~ical contexte be­

longing to Early Mississipri mounds , i.e. Macon (Ocmu:gee), Etowah, 

Cahokia et al. At Bell Field we are finding smaller but finely 

ground stone specimens . Kelly ~ound stone chunkiee tending to be 

replaced by pottery chunkies in the Late W1lbank~-Early Lamaroid 

transforf!lation '-lhich appeared to occur at Etowah. Pottery chunldes 

are ubiquitous at many Lamaroid sitee in 18th century times in 

Georgia . At Etm~ah Kelly envisayed a withdrawal from the immediate 

sacred area of M~nds A, B, and C to the wider village ~nse be-

yond the large plaza, so far as continuation of ceramonies based on 

mound temples and facilitits were concerned and a markeci increase in 

domestic rn.idden accumulaticon with numerous chunki"s in situ, arguing 

for a secularization of the culture during the 18th century. Ethno­

graphic descriptions highl) ht the growing importance of the game 

contests between clan grour•s, with stronp gambling activity develop-

ing . Recall that in the ec. rlier Mississippian contexts these stone 

discs tend to be found on~· with burials; in later times they are 

frequent in ordinary midder1 accumulations . An especially attractive 

small stone chunky about the s ize of a half dollar was found with 

Burial f.ll3, intrusive into the burial fill and partially displacing 

the cover timbers to a loF tomb (Burial #lh) in the Dallamar mor-

tuary complex currently (1< 68) beinf? uncovered in the south mound 

periphery at Bell Field. :·s it conceivable that over a fe'W centuries 

of atylistic change in dis< o~dal-chunky elements we have some indica­

tion of a gradual transfer and complete change of character from a deeply 

rooted ceremonial to an evtntual social and secular game activity? 
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In final recapitulation then the nypothesis has been set forth 

that at Carter's Dam and its several site components, there appears 

to be ~n unbroken ~ontinuum of cultural development, especiallY at 

the Bell Field Mound and Villa~e, pr~rily attributed to the Dallas­

Lamar manifestations . This sequence follows closely the Hiwassee 

model of Tennessee except that Hiwassee Culture is almost completely 

absent but that a long occu1ation of Dallas is exhibited in at least 

eight mound levels of ceremonial building activity at Bell Field . 

It is argued that :he DallaB component here is t o be equated in our 

formula with a tribal confederation, a strong socio- political organi­

zation with wide geographic coverage in the Tennessee River Valley, of 

groups l3rPely affiliated w:ith the so-called Upper Creeke . The Chero­

kees, Middle Valley and Ove ·hill, are theethnolo~ical equivalents of a 

Lamar component widely dist t•ibuted in the soutbernAppalachians in 

Tennessee, Georgia, and the contiguous Carolina territory. Central 

to the argument is the view t hat the Cherokees as the lareest and 

most powerful tribal group, firmly ensconsed in their mountain fast­

ness, were the autochthonou:1 group holding the strategic territory at 

the time of successive rn.?ss tribal migrations from the West , con3ecu­

tiv~ fronts or pushes of thu generalized cultural manifestation 

known to American archeoloF s t s as the 11 Earl.y Mississippian" mound 

builders. The earliest of 1;hese movements on a massive scale might 

go back a thousand years, a!ld the best site expression in archeology 

would be the large t:Scon Mo mds on the Ocm:ll.gee and the strong paral­

lels between l"'.acon Plateau t~nd the Cahokia Mounds, a presentiment 

which both Kelly and Caldwe".l h.:lve reassessed in recent personal 

communications. The later push was on a wide front from the lower 

Mississippi and Red River Country, a movement which shortly pro-
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duced 111Brked cultural synchresis and sensational local site major com­

ponents such as Spiro, Moo.ndsville, Etowah. In the theoretical recon­

struction seen here, this cultural development which has so impressed 

southeastern and eastern archeologists, mst have climaxed before the 

DeSoto datum and probably a century or so before DeSoto. 

Subsequently, after t he Spanish 16th century entradas there was 

widespread re-shuffling and re-~oupinf!' of dispersed tribal elements. 

Stron~ neH combinatior.s sei tled at stratef!iC points and new major 

sites resulted. Undoubtedly the religious symbolism and fervor of 

the "Old Cult 11 sruvived to be an important leaven in the new socio­

political alif7nments and r~ ligion. lie have argued that this later 

reformulation and achievemE1nt of what miFJht be denominated a second 

"Cult" or southeastern climax period of development might have been 

realized around 1600 A. D. 'tie are seeing a broad panorama of similar 

synchronic developments ta ~ing place over a wide area from the van­

tage point of the site we lave been exploring for the past seven 

years on t he Coosawattee, t nd obviously the epi-phenomenon pro­

ducing tho new, impressive alignments was probably progressing at 

differential rates at diffErent places. It is entirely possible 

and probable that others mj fht want to push this second theoretical 

stage ~ack farther into th( DeSoto interval or even before that . 

Implicit in the argum( nt here is the opinion that the major 

culture bearers of significant technoloeical, religious, and social 

organiza t ional elements, t t eir introduction and initial leavening 

to produce the major site <limax developments as uncovered in south­

eastern archeology, were a~signable to the movements of tribal 

elements from the West to the East, the eo-called great ~sissippian 

invasions. The role of th€ Cherokees, seen as the residual legatees 
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of the autochthonous culture in the southeast, ~as not passive. From 

their impregnable position in their mo~~tain and Piedmont fortresses, 

they irrupted in streneth nnd the resulting embroglio ~as probably 

an Aboriginal American parallel to the overrunning of the European 

civilized cities and states by the Barbarians. Like the Barbarians, 

the Cherokees "~ere IT\L"1imally modified in their basic culture by the 

aynchretization that result ed in the next fe~ centuries. They re­

mained mountaineers, livin~ in dispersed, cove-like villages under 

strong l ocal leaders and practicing a predominately hunting magic 

rather t han the ne1o1 lTI€ssiatnic "Souther Cult" religion with its 

po~erful medicines and rict , institutionalized ceremonies and 

heirarchical priests based on agriculture. At the end of the 18th 

century, their cu~~ heroes are either legendary war leaders or great 

shamanistic figures ~hose etrength lay in the arts of divination and 

clairV'Jyance. 

In 1929 while living l-ith Cherokee tribal councilor Will West 

lonf" in Big Cove some 17 m!les from the Tennessee Divide, the author 

~as told many stories of Junaluska and of Nununyi and the council 

chamber mound there (18th century site opposite the present govern­

ment school on the Oconaluitee River) where the last of the Cherokee 

shaman, Dr. }iock, hi!d pres:i ded. The older Cherokees still had a 

folk memory of the community building that mound, bringing the clay 

in basket s !rom borr~ pitf . There were stories of the Little People, 

tnose mischievous little f crest spirits eo like the leprechaun o! 

Irish Celtic mythology, that on hearing them from Will }fest Long I 

wondered if these legendarJ beings were a genuine product of native 

Cherokee or were compounds' and ~ed from the 18th century Scotch­

Irish settlers and the Cherokee with whom they were mixed eo early. 
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There were recitals of hunting ~gic, haw from the twisting of su~pended 

stones or watching a ~rithing flame, a shaman mipbt divine the trail of 

the deer. In the back of Will ·{est Long's cabin there were shoe boxes 

full of Cherokee medicinal f ormulae, such as Olbrecht! and Mooney had 

recorded, a rich pharmacopoeia of herb medicine calculated to alleviate 

or cure most human ailments . 'vill west tcld me how a shaman might 

wind a rattle&ua~c around his neck and have a prescience of how maQY 

more year s, another seven (?), he might live. There were other 

atorie~ which reflected the reverence Cherokees still had for snakes 

and their aversion to kill ins or harming them. It ie not strange 

that rattlesnake gorgets are found with burials in 18th century 

Cheorkee sites. 
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