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VEMORANDUM

TGO Site File Users

FROM Mark R Edwards, State Historic Preservation O f

| SSUE: Consulting with the GaSHPO i n Conpliance with Section 106

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) requires a Federal agency head with jurisdiction over a
federal, federally assisted, or federally licensed undertaking to
take into account the effects of the agency's undertakings on
historic properties (e.g., archaeol ogical sites) included in or
eligible for the National Register of Hi storic Places. The State
Hi storic Preservation officer's (GSHPO) responsibilities under
NHPA i ncl ude the foll ow ng:

Consulting with the appropri ate Federal agencies in accordance
with the Act on Federal undertakings that may affect historic
properties and on the content and sufficiency of any pl ans
devel oped to protect, nanage, or to reduce or mtigate harmto
such properties; and

Advi sing and assisting, as appropriate, Federal and State
agenci es and | ocal governments in carrying out their historic
preservation responsibilities.

Therefore, a federal agency official, or the agency's
representative (consultant or contractor), nust consult directly
with the GaSHPO for the purposes of assessing infornmation needs,
of locating archaeol ogical sites, and of eval uating

ar chaeol ogi cal significance toconply with Section 106 and the
Advi sory Council's regul ations. Although research of the Site
file is an inmportant step in conpiling information about
archaeol ogi cal sites in a project area, discussion of a project
or conpliance needs with the site file staff does not replace or
fulfill an agency's Section 106 requirenent to consult with the
GaSHPO. Any reconmendati ons or advice given by the site file
staff should not be construed as com ng fromthe GaSHPO



